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Am I Chosen?

1 Thessalonians 1: 2-10

Audio

There are many troubling questions that many
believers have, and we are often too scared
to  ask  them  out  loud.  In  this  series  we  are
going to try to look at some of these questions,
and I  invite you in advance to send me the
questions you are walking around with.

We  begin  by  talking  about  election  or
predestination, a question that many believers
struggle  with.  Questions  such  as  "Is  God
unjust?" and "How can God then choose some
people,  and reject  others?"  often  come up.
God's love is even questioned, because it's not
love to  reject  someone,  is  it?  Even believers
often ask, "How can I be sure that I am truly
chosen?"  There  are  many  questions  on  this
topic, and I will try to find some answers.

What  is  meant  by  the  word  "election"  or
“predestination”?
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It  can  refer  to  God's  choice  to  choose  a
person to perform a particular task. However,
our passage refers to God's sovereign choice
to choose someone to be His property or His
child. Of course, it  all  happens according to
God's  eternal  plan  of  counsel.  Please  read
about it in Ephesians 1:11. Based on this loving
counsel plan, He saves people of His  choice
and thus makes them His children (Eph. 1: 4).

The second question is whether it might not be
unfair of God to choose only certain people?

The answer is a resounding "NO!" The election
is  not  injustice,  but  speaks  of  God's
inexplicable  love  and  grace.  God  has  no
pleasure in  anyone being lost,  but  He wants
everyone to be saved.

It's just that people are bad by nature, and are
God's enemies. Romans 3:23 says it so clearly:
"Everyone  has  sinned  and  is  far  away  from
God's saving presence." Romans 6:23 goes a
step further and tells what such a man's fate is:
"For sin pays its wage — death" And it is not just
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to die, but the eternal punishment spoken of
here.  Is  it  then  unjust  if  God  is  merciful  to
someone who is living in sin and should receive
the death penalty?

Let's set up a situation: you walk into a room
full of bad people and they start mocking and
cursing you and throwing stones at  you and
chase you out. Do you think it would be unfair
of you to pick one of them, take his hand, and
lead him out of that evil place? Your idea is to
teach  him  manners,  take  care  of  him  and
make  him  a  better  person.  Of  course,  that
would not be unfair! And are you then unjust
to  the  others,  because  you  did  not  do  the
same to all  of them? Definitely not, because
they did not want to come with you anyway!

This is exactly how man is towards God. They
want nothing to do with Him anyway. And if
there is then someone who is not chosen, it is
very definitely not unfair. So when He chooses
someone to be His child, it is pure grace and
incomprehensible  love.  He  often  even
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chooses  people  who  want  to  be  his  bitter
enemies, and refuse to follow Him.

The third question that is often asked is a real
troubling question:  "How do I  know if  I  have
been chosen?"

If  you are reading this  passage this  morning,
then there  is  reason enough to  believe that
you  have been chosen.  God's  calling  voice
goes  out  to  all.  His  love  is  so  immeasurably
great that He does not want a single person to
be  lost.  The  question,  however,  is  whether  I
answer that call of God. "I stand at the door
and I knock," are the pleading words of Jesus.
If someone knocks on your front door, he's not
there for  nothing. He wants you to open up.
Jesus is also knocking in various ways, possibly
this morning through this passage. Maybe He's
knocking  through  someone  who's  talking  to
you about Jesus. His greatest desire is that you
will open to Him. It is your own choice to open
or not.
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See,  the  election  has  two  sides:  God's  and
yours. In Romans 5:8, Paul writes, "But God has
shown us how much he loves us — it was while
we were still sinners that Christ died for us!" But
you  have  to  believe!  1  John  5:12  says,
“Whoever  has the Son has this  life;  whoever
does not have the Son of God does not have
life.”  He  really  wants  everyone to  believe  in
Him. But not everyone wants to believe. God
chooses you and offers you the breathtaking
gift of eternal life. It is then up to you to decide
whether or not to accept that gift.  It's  just  a
simple "Yes" or "No".

We  are  far  from  finished  with  this  topic.
Tomorrow  we  continue  to  look  at  more
interesting  questions  about  the  election  or
predestination.

Prayer:

Thank  You  for  choosing  me,  Lord,  and  for
allowing Your grace to wash over me as well.
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Chosen - What Now?

1 Thessalonians 1: 2-10

Audio

Yesterday we looked at  three questions that
deal with election. On the first question, about
what  the  election  means,  we  said  that  it  is
God's sovereign choice to choose a person to
become  His  property.  The  second  question
was whether it is fair of God to choose certain
people  and  not  others?  And  then  we  see
clearly  that  there  is  nothing  unfair  to  God's
choice. The third question was, how do I know
if I have been chosen? We have learned that
God does not want anyone to perish, but that
people have a choice to follow God or not.

This morning we come to the fourth question:
"What  should  I  do  if  I  am  chosen?"  When  I
recognize  God's  call  that  day  and  answer
"Yes" to it, it does not mean that I can just sit
back and let God's grace wash over me. This
means that I  must prepare myself for eternal
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life,  because it  is  a  life  that  lasts  an eternity
with God.

We  know  that  God  is  absolutely  holy,  and
therefore it would be bitterly inappropriate to
want to live dirty and totally infected with Him.
If,  for  example,  I  were to decide to be very
merciful, and I was going to fetch a dirty bum
and offer  to  let  him come in  and share the
house with me, then there would be certain
implications. In the first place, the man is dirty,
maybe still full of lice! He last had his body in
water for months, and he does not even know
what  the  purpose  of  a  cookie  soap  is.
Toothpaste is definitely not on his shopping list.
I will not last long with such a "fragrant" man in
the house. The simple answer is  that he gets
clean and gets  rid  of  his  rotten breath.  And
only getting clean once is not the answer. he
has to get clean every day, otherwise there is
just a sound again.

For exactly the same reason, it is nothing short
of right, for the believer to try to get rid of sin
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and in this way to make yourself a little more
acceptable to God. If I want to live in God's
presence,  then  the  filth  of  my  sin  must  be
washed away. But just like the bum, it's not a
one-time thing. It is an ongoing process, where
I  look at  my life  in  the mirror  of  God's  Word
every  day,  and  clean  up  what  is  dirty.  The
wonderful thing is that He gives me all the help
I need. The Holy Spirit is always there to guide
me. If I am willing to open my ears of faith to
the  Spirit  and  make  my  heart  receptive  to
what  He  says  to  me through  the  Word  and
through fellow believers, then He will lead me
on a path where I live. can lead that which is
acceptable to God.

Paul  says  that  one  can  recognize  someone
who  is  chosen  in  the  things  he  does,  the
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  makes  you
different. This is already clear in the fact that
you have accepted the Gospel. If  you have
accepted Jesus, you have been chosen!
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But then your faith must turn into action. Your
faith indeed becomes visible in the things you
do.  In  short,  it  means  that  you  are  actively
living out Jesus' love, not only with words, but
also with your actions. Of course, you live out
your  love  on  two  levels,  horizontally  to  your
fellow  man,  but  more  importantly,  on  a
vertical level to God.

The fact is,  the harder you work on the love
field,  the  stronger  your  faith  becomes.  Your
love then becomes, as it were, the proof that
God has chosen you. Note, you do not have
to work to be chosen,  it  gives God for  free.
You do work BECAUSE you have already been
chosen,  out  of  gratitude  for  this  grace  that
God has ALREADY shown to you.

Remember, that this living out of love and the
beautiful deeds and everything that goes with
it is not for your own sake. It's all  about God
alone.  And  part  of  that  is  to  serve  as  an
example to other people at the same time, to
inspire them to faith and to serve God. Paul
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wrote to the church in Thessalonica: "Thus you
have become an example to all the believers
in  Macedonia  and  in  Agae."  (1  Thess.  1:  7)
Their  lives  were  such  an  inspiration  to  the
people  of  Macedonia  and  Agaia  that  Paul
did not even need to preach there.

The  third  facet  that  Paul  mentions  is
"perseverance of your hope." To hope in the
Lord means that you know He will  fulfill  what
He has promised. You persevere in this hope
as you show with your life that you are taking
God at His Word.

Finally, I've heard someone say to a rebellious
unbeliever,  "Man,  you  are  definitely  not
chosen!"  Remember  the  murderer  next  to
Jesus on the cross! Who am I or you to judge?
Treat  every  human  being,  no  matter  how
indifferent he may be, as if he were chosen. If
God could choose me, then He could choose
anyone!

Prayer:
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Thank you Lord, that I can know for sure today
that I have been chosen. Teach me to live a
holy life to Your glory, and so that I can inspire
other people to say Yes to Jesus.
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Not just a number!

Ephesians 1: 5-14

Audio

One  last  thought  about  the  election.  It  is
January  1966  in  Potchefstroom.  On  the
parade  ground,  our  men  are  lined  up  like
shrimp on a skewer. Shrimp indeed, because
the bloody sun burned us all blood red!

"Number  6508414,  step  out!"  barked  the
Sergeant.

"What's my number again?" I dig deep into my
memory to locate that important number.

“Number 6508414,  where are you? Why do I
have to wait for you? ”

"But that's my number is that!" I get eaten up in
a  lot  of  spicy  language  because  I  did  not
respond quickly enough.

Do you sometimes feel  like you're just  saying
nothing? Is  everything ever worth it? Do you
sometimes get discouraged because you are
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just an old speck in the big universe, and that
no  one  is  interested  in  you?  The  book  of
Ecclesiastes  begins  with  such  discouraging
words: “Everything comes to nothing, says the
Preacher, to nothing. What does man get for
his toil, his toil in this world? ”

Maybe you're really lonely, you have no one
who  truly  cares  about  you.  But  rest  assured
today:  you  are  NOT  just  a  number!  Read
Ephesians 1:11 again, and you will soon realize
that you are definitely not just that particle of
dust. You are very special to God! So special,
that once, long, long ago, even before there
was time, He had already decided to make
you part of His people, so He chose you. Yes,
even more:  to  make you His  child!  He even
went  so far  as  to sacrifice His  only  Son as a
ransom so that you could become part of His
family.  In  other  words,  you  are  actually  an
adopted child of God. Jesus is God's Son, and
in Jesus we are God's "adopted" children.
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Does  it  really  matter  that  we  are  adopted
children and not our own children? According
to the Roman legal system, an adopted child
at that time had exactly the same privileges
as  his  own child.  Because God made us  His
“adopted” children, we now have exactly the
same rights and privileges as if we were God's
own children.  In  Galatians  4:  5-7  Paul  writes
that God redeemed us “so that we might be
accepted as children of God. And because
we are His children, God has sent the Spirit of
His Son into our hearts, and in us He cries out,
"Abba!" It means Father! So you are no longer
a  slave;  you  are  now  a  child  of  God.  And
because you are His child, He has made you
His heir. ”

So I am no longer that simple number I used to
be in my army days, but I have an identity! I'm
someone!  Indeed  someone  who  belongs  to
God! On top of that, I am also someone who
has been totally renewed by God personally!
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However, these things did not just happen by
chance. It was part of God's careful planning
long ago. What does it mean? This means that
God  is  in  total  control.  His  plan  worked  out
exactly  as  He  determined  it.  He  chose  you
and  me  to  be  His  children.  And  He  is  our
Father in heaven who cares and cares for us.

But there is more! In verses 13 and 14 we see
that God has given us a guarantee in the Holy
Spirit, the guarantee that we will receive what
God has promised us. What did He promise?
That  we  are  God's  property,  His  children
because He chose us. We belong completely
to God, and no one can snatch us out of His
hand. He has, as it were, imprinted on us the
seal  of  the  guarantee  that  everything  is
genuine.

It  does  happen  sometimes  that  a  believer
doubts his  childhood. I  have talked to many
believers  who  say  they  are  not  sure  if  they
really  have  eternal  life.  The  devil  is  the
supreme liar,  and he will  do everything in his
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power  to  cast  doubt  on a believer.  He was
already  doing  this  in  the  Garden  of  Eden,
when he asked Eve, "Did God really say you
may not  eat  from any  tree  in  the  garden?"
Today he asks, "Do you really think you can be
saved by believing in Jesus alone?"

Have you ever doubted? Or maybe I should
ask if there is anyone who has never doubted
for a moment? If you ever have such thoughts,
you can just  read the last  part  of  Ephesians
1:13  again,  and keep it  deep in  your  heart:
sealed. ” This is final! The stamp of authenticity
has been imprinted by the Holy Spirit  so that
we can know for sure, without any doubt: We
are God's property! We are chosen, and so we
are  God's  children!  So  we  have  eternal  life!
Ensure!

Prayer:

Lord, thank you that I can know for sure today
that you have chosen me, and that I belong
to you and am your child.
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When in Doubt

Luke 7: 18-23

Audio

Have you ever  doubted your  faith?  Has  the
thought ever flashed through your head that
this  whole  “Religion  story”  might  just  be
something in our heads? In our beautiful town
of  Ballito,  there  is  currently  a  group  that  is
establishing a “church of Satan” here locally.
Every day we see people who have decided
that they want nothing to do with the Christian
Religion,  and  want  to  distance  themselves
completely  from  Religion.  People  leave  the
church because they can no longer or do not
want to believe. How can you simply give up
your faith?

Yet I must confess that the thoughts of doubt
have struck me, and then I want to kick myself
for  lending  my  thoughts  to  the  devil  for  a
moment. Every day I experience GOD's grace
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and miracles  intensely.  How can I  ever  stop
believing?

But  I  take comfort  in  the fact  that  I  am not
alone in this struggle. Even the greatest of the
prophets  have  experienced the  same
problem. Now take John the Baptist - suddenly
doubt about Jesus began to overwhelm him.
Not  long  before  this  episode,  John  was  the
one who baptized Jesus. On that occasion he
even told Jesus that he, John, is unworthy to
baptize Jesus.  With his  own eyes he saw the
Holy Spirit descending on Jesus that day, and
he heard the voice of God from heaven. The
apostle John writes (John 1:29) that John the
Baptist referred to Jesus as the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world. Yet John
begins  to  doubt  so  much  that  he  sends
messengers to Jesus to ask Him if He really is
the Messiah!

Luke writes  that  at  that  very  time Jesus  was
healing the sick.  Of  course,  John must  have
experienced  these  miracles  of  Jesus,  or  at
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least heard of them. Jesus' answer to John was
that  he  only  had to  look  at  everything  that
happened, the blind who could suddenly see
again, the lame who walked, even the dead
who  came  back  to  life.  Isn't  that  already
enough for John to erase any doubt out of his
mind? "Blessed is the man who does not begin
to doubt  Me,"  Jesus  said  to  John's  followers,
sending them back to John.

If you ever start to have doubtful thoughts, just
think  of  the  many  miracles  that  happen
around us day by day. Open your eyes to this,
and you will see them. Take, for example, the
story of Hans Hartmann, a paramedic. A few
years ago he was given the task of  assisting
the  sick  at  one  of  the  Mighty  Men
conferences.  Already  with  the  preparation
many setbacks  hit  him,  but  he still  remained
confident. In the end, it is purely miracle upon
miracle that enables him to care for 200,000
men!
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Then  a  great  disaster  strikes  the  giant
conference,  when  Uncle  Angus  collapses
under the stage. Hans Hartman is summoned
immediately. In his report he writes that there is
no doubt that Angus Buchan definitely had a
heart  attack.  As a paramedic he knows the
symptoms very well, after all it is his job!

As  Uncle  Angus  is  flown to  the  hospital,  the
crowd of  men pray  for  him.  Later,  however,
the hospital report states that there is nothing
wrong  with  Angus,  absolutely  nothing  to
indicate that he has ever had a heart attack.
Isn't  this  a miracle? I  think this  incident  is  still
fresh in the memories of many men!

Jesus'  answer  to  John's  disciples  warns  us  to
accept Him for who He is. Not only did He heal
the sick, but He also preached the gospel to
the poor. We like to look for the spectacular
miracles of Jesus, but  conveniantly forget the
wonder of ordinary people who’se eyes really
saw Jesus for the first time!
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That miracle probably happened to yourself,
the day Jesus pulled you out of the mud pool
of  forlornness  and gave you eternal  life.  The
same  miracle  plays  itself  out  day-by-day
where  people  meet  Jesus.  Miracles  unfold
before your eyes when you see how people
change  when  Jesus  becomes  part  of  their
lives.

I myself can only testify over and over again of
the wonders that take place in  my life every
day. Indeed, the Lord has given me the talent
to write, but without the wonderful inspiration I
experience  every  day  from  the  Holy  Spirit,
these  daily  passages  would  never,  ever
happen. No writer can go on relentlessly every
day,  week  after  week,  year  after  year  and
carry on writing! Only a miracle from the Holy
God can bring it about.

So  when  a  doubtful  thought  threatens  to
plague  me,  I  think  of  all  the  miracles  I
experience. We worship an almighty God for
Whom absolutely nothing is impossible!
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Prayer:

Lord, You are great and good and almighty.
There is no end to Your miracles!
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Does God Really Exist?

1 Corinthians 1: 18-31

Audio

Hairdressers  are  talkative  people  because
their  customers  expect  them  to  have  a
conversation while sitting there. All the issues of
the  day  are  touched  upon  -  politics,  the
weather, the economy, but certain topics are
taboo, such as talking about religion.

One  day  a  guy  was  sitting  in  the  barber's
chair,  when  the  hairdresser  suddenly
exclaimed out of the blue: "I  do not believe
that God really exists!" The poor guy almost fell
off  the  chair,  he  could not  believe  his  ears!
How could anyone ever think that way?

After  recovering from his  worst  shock,  he
hesitantly asked, "Now why would you want to
make such a statement?"

"Just walk down the street, then you will soon
realize that it is impossible for God to exist. If He
were a reality, would there still be so many sick

27

https://mega.nz/file/LMwCkYyR#W-dEOsYQb4V2M_ToUud0iUcDK9RXqxe6ZRtpgaLC3Dg


people?  Just  look  at  how many people  are
dying of cancer! And what about all the street
kids who who are in dire distress? Do you now
think for one moment that if God existed, that
He would allow these children to be thrown
away just like that?”

He  snip-snip-snips,  and  then  he  steams  on
furiously: “Tell me, do you think it is logical that
God would allow all this pain and suffering? I
tell  you now: I  do not believe for  one single
moment that a God of love would ever allow
all these dissolute things to happen!”

With that, the barber was happy, he made his
point! The client sat in silence and wondered
about the shocking statement, but he did not
want to get involved in a useless argument. In
any  case,  how  do  you  convince  someone
who  does  not  want  to  believe?  When  he
finished,  he  mumbled  a  "goodbye"  and
walked out.

Minutes  later,  however,  he  returned  with  a
twinkle  in  his  eye.  He  got  his  answer!  He

28



gestured for the barber to a man sitting on the
sidewalk, dirty and with a tangled beard and
long,  uncombed  unruly hair.  “Do  you  know
what? I do not believe that hairdressers exist!”

The  barber  was  totally  taken  aback -  what
would the silly man mean by that? "How can
you say  such a  stupid  thing?"  He  is  instantly
annoyed!  "Here  I  stand  in  front  of  you  in
person, and of course I am a hairdresser! I just
cut your hair, and on top of that I also made
your beard neat! How can you make such an
absurd statement?”

"Oh, I'm convinced of that!"  The  man is  very
sure  of  his  case.  "If  hairdressers  ever  existed,
that guy with the unruly hair would have had a
neat  haircut.  And  what  about  all  the  other
people out there with long hair and tangled
beards?  Don't  you  think  they  would  all  be
neat?”

“No, but now you are very unreasonable! Do
you  just  want  to  claim  for  that  reason  that
hairdressers  do  not  exist?  Of  course,
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hairdressers exist. But let me tell you now: this is
what happens to people who do not  bother
to come to a hairdresser for  a proper hircut!”
He  gets  very  upset  and carried  away  in  his
argument: “People think they are too good to
go  to  a  hairdresser.  They  despise  my
profession!”

"Exactly!"  says  the  customer contentedly,
“That's the point! Of course God also exists! But
exactly  what  you  just  mentioned  is  what
happens when people do not go to Him. This is
why there is so much pain and sorrow in the
world. People despise and reject God, which
is why there is so much misery.”

This  is  actually  an  oversimplification  of  the
problem. It's infinitely more complex than this
story,  and  we  do  not  really  have  the  full
answer to all  the troubling questions.  We do
not know what God's plan is, and we do not
know  what  His  purpose  is  with  things
happening.  Why  does  He  allow  it?  For  the
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unbeliever,  this  is  a  huge  problem,  and
perhaps a "proof" that God does not exist.

For the believer, however, these things are not
a  problem,  because  we  know  and  believe
that God has a plan for every event, and that
He is  in  full  control.  No,  God does not  want
bad things (sin) to happen, but sometimes He
allows  unbelievers  to  sin  as  part  of  a  much
larger  plan  of  counsel,  which  is  often  far
beyond our comprehension.

In  1  Cor  1:18  Paul  writes:  "For  the  message
about Christ's death on the cross is nonsense
to those who are being lost; but for us who are
being saved it is God's power." This is precisely
the problem: if you do not want to believe, all
these things  become total  nonsense to  you.
Then  you  want  to  ask  the  question:  "Where
was God ......?" with every disaster that befalls
us.  In  the next chapter  we also ask this  very
question, and then we see the hand of God in
every situation, and we see His  great mercy,
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there where unbelievers only see the darkness
and God's absence.

Prayer:

Lord, thank you that I can know with certainty
this  morning  that  You  do  not  only  exist,  but
that  You  are  fully  in  control,  even  if  it
sometimes seems to me that things are getting
completely out of hand.
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Where was GOD when.....?

Luke 13: 1-9

Audio

My daughter Anita decided to go to Israel to
work on a kibbutz for a year or two. And so we
took her to the airport for her departure. On
the way, my Mosbolletjie's phone rang – it was
my  son,  Jaco:  "Anita,  must  not  get  on  that
plane!" I  could hear he was very excited and
anxious. "There has just been a terrible plane
crash  in  America,  and  the  world  is  on  fire,
something to do with terrorists!" I'm confused:
what does an accident in America have to do
with  Anita's  flight  to  Israel?  I  turn on the car
radio.  News  item  after  news  item  bubbling
over the ether - the whole world is in a panic! It
was September 11, 2001.

We  all  remember  the  terrible  accident  in
which thousands of people died in a matter of
minutes.  It  shook  the  world!  And  all  the
questions  that  were asked after  that,  all  the
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why. Why did GOD allow this? Is it about the
sins of the people? Did the Lord want to punish
America? Where was the Lord then? Why did
He not stop it? Why, why, why?

Let's turn the clock back 2000 years. A terrible
accident happens in Jerusalem, when one of
the landmarks, the tower of Siloam, collapses
for  some  inexplicable  reason.  Tragically,  18
people  died  in  the  gruesome  accident.  "It's
about their sins," the people whispered in the
corridors. "GOD punished them for not keeping
the law!"

Shortly  afterwards,  another  horrible  thing
happened, this time right in the temple where
people  were  offering  sacrifices  and
worshipping. Jesus was preaching when there
was a sudden commotion in the crowd. A few
men came running out of breath: “Something
terrible has happened! It's that Pilate - he sent
his soldiers into the temple." 

"Yes,"  said  another  fellow,  "and  the  poor
people  were  still  slaughtering  their  sacrificial

34



animals, when the soldiers just grabbed them
there and then and killed them in cold blood!"
Shocked, bystanders listen to the horror story.

“Poor  people!”  someone sighed.  "Were  their
sins so great that GOD had to punish them so
cruelly?"

Jesus  hears  the  troubling  questions  that
people carry in their hearts. However, He does
not  answer  their  questions,  but  He  uses  the
situation  to  make  a  much  more  important
matter  penetrate  them,  the  matter  of
repentance.  People  worry  about  all  kinds  of
theological  matters,  but  the  most  important
thing is that they should repent. Are you ready
to  meet  your  Creator  when  such  a  disaster
strikes you? Are you sure of your salvation? Do
you  know  where  you  would  go  if  Pilate's
soldiers killed you? If you are not ready, your
fate  will  be  much  worse  than  that  of  the
people who perished so cruelly. It is this truth
that  Jesus  wants  to  bring  home  when  the
shock wave hits the people.
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Then  He  tells  them  a  story  of  a  man  who
planted a fig tree and waited patiently for the
tree to produce delicious juicy figs.  When this
did not happen after three years, he ordered
his gardener to cut down the tree. However,
the gardener pleaded for the tree to be given
another  chance.  He  would take  care  of  it,
and if the tree still did not bear fruit the next
year, he could be cut down.

With this parable, Jesus wants to demonstrate
that GOD is merciful, and that He will still give
someone a chance to repent. However, there
is  a  limit  to  His  waiting  time.  Someone  who
continues to reject GOD's grace and His plea
will at some point exceed his grace time!

Maybe the Lord has been talking to you for
some time. You have heard His pleading voice
many times, and each time you say again “I
am not ready yet. I want to live a better life
first before I choose Jesus.” or "I do not know
how  to  get  to  Jesus".  Be  warned  that  your
grace period may be running out slowly. In the
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hourglass of GOD's grace there may be only a
few  grains  of  sand  left.  September  11,  2001
happened totally  unexpectedly.  For  those in
those two giant buildings, there was no more
time to repent first. Within minutes, everything
was over - forever! Listen to the pleading voice
of  GOD  and  take  that  step  today  to  allow
Jesus into your life!

There were many questions about September
11,  such  as  "Where  was  GOD?"  Numerous
stories were told afterwards about people who
were  given  another  chance.  Heartbreaking
stories of people who, for example, missed a
flight at a critical time. Someone tells that he
was  not  on  time  for  work  because  his  new
shoes  pinched him. Someone else got a flat
tire and could not get to work on time.

The Lord's grace is much, much greater than
His judgment! Indeed, there may have been
thousands in the building who are in eternal
damnation  because  they  kept
procrastinating.  However,  the  believers  who
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were in the twin towers are sitting at Jesus' feet
today,  in  a  world  without  any  pain  and
suffering!

Prayer:

Lord,  I  pray  this  morning  for  everyone  who
hears Your call through this passage.
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Is there ever an Eternal Life?

1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18

Audio

Do  you  still  remember  the  nightmares  and
Jeremiahs of the Briels,  a graveside group of
singers? As a child I  got the chills  when they
sang  of  graves  and  corpses  and  bitter,  sad
yearnings - and of course that infamous train
to Pretoria. Do you still remember how the old
people  always  mourned?  The  poor  women
had  to  wear  long,  pitch-black  dresses  for
months after the beloved was already in the
grave,  and  the  men  had  to  wear  black
mourning  ribbons  so  that  everyone  would
know  that  he  had  lost  a  family  member  to
death. Nor should there be a hint of a smile on
the  poor  widow's  face,  because  then
everyone would think she's not serious about
her  beloved's death.  And when she went to
church, she had to wear a black veil over her
face.

39

https://mega.nz/file/PZ5UQaTZ#Tx1LAU-v9zOyTabuXPqPpGHI6jijmgYVN6bPQ6VSieU


Today, there are still people who mourn in the
same way. I was talking to a Hindu lady one
day, and the subject of death came up. She
then told me how the Hindu’s mourn so terribly
when someone dies. Yes, they also believe in
life  after  death,  she  tells  me,  and  then  she
quickly explains reincarnation. "Do you believe
in life after death?", she wanted to know from
me, and I got the opportunity to say outright
where I am going, and that I am by no means
afraid to die!

Some  time  ago,  a  plane  crashed  into  a
mountain near  Barberton.  Nine people died.
The father of one of the victims later said: "I do
not  think  about  the  death  of  my  son  -  I
celebrate his life!" What makes the difference
between one person who mourns bitterly over
a  loved  one  while  another  accepts  it?  Of
course there is sadness, it's just natural, but the
bitter,  heartbreaking  pain  is  not  to  be
detected.
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The  Thessalonians  did  not  fully  understand
Jesus'  return.  They  believed  that  it  would
happen  very  soon,  and  that  they  would  all
meet  Jesus  when  He  came  on  the  clouds.
They  waited,  but  it  did  not  happen.
Meanwhile  some  of  them  died,  the
congregation wanted to know very  worriedly
from Paul what the situation was? Would those
who die prematurely miss Jesus' return? It was
a huge problem for them, and when someone
died they mourned bitterly. It was a tragedy.

Paul had to explain that death is  not a final
separation,  as  they  thought.  It's  all  only
temporary! When Jesus returns,  the spirit  and
the  body  are  reunited,  and  so  are  the
believers. Then those who have already died
and those who are still alive at Jesus' return will
be together again, forever!

Paul's intention with this writing was not to give
a precise description of exactly what happens
in  what  order  at  the  Second  Coming.  He
simply  wanted  to  reassure  the  troubled
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believers that the dead would not fall behind
when Jesus came.

Paul  is  talking  here  about  "the  deceased."
Elsewhere in the Bible, death is compared to
"sleep."  Just  as  physical  sleep  is  only  a
temporary condition,  so death is  also only  a
temporary condition. Jesus took the sting out
of  death.  It  is  actually  a  nice  image  to
compare death with sleep, because there are
actually quite a few interesting similarities.

Just as sleep is an intermediate state, so death
is also an intermediate state. Before you sleep
you are awake, and after you have sleapt you
are awake again. So you just rest. In the same
way, death is also a wonderful "rest" with the
Lord.  What  exactly  happens  next  is
unfortunately  a  mystery  to  us,  because  very
little is written about it in the Bible. We can only
make certain assumptions.

The  second  comparison  with  sleep,  is  that
when you wake up, and you look in the mirror,
you still  see exactly the same person. So it  is
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with  the resurrection after  death,  where you
will still be the same person.

Thirdly,  after  you  have  slept,  you  are  rested
and fresh. You wake up as it were as a new
person after a good night's rest. With death, it
is  much  more  so,  because  you  become  a
whole new person, not with a refreshed body
but a glorified body without disease, pain and
limitations.

So when you stand at the grave or deathbed
of a loved one again, remind yourself of the
words of 1 Thess. 4:17 and 18, and experience
the wonderful  comfort  God gives  you there.
Indeed,  we will  be with our  loved ones  with
Jesus.  Fore  sure there  will  be  a  reunion  to
never,  ever  be  separated  from  each  other
again. There is a wonderful future ahead of us
with the Lord, after He has made us new. Yes,
the  sweet  words  of  comfort  from  1
Thessalonians 4:13 give each of us hope: "Then
you also will not mourn (like) the other people
who have no hope".  Of  course,  we may be
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sad and grieved, because we are separated
for a time from someone we love and long for.
But this  wonderful  hope gives us comfort,  for
the  separation  is  not  forever,  but  only
temporary.

Prayer:

Thank you for comforting us with a wonderful
hope, even when death casts a shadow over
us.
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Life after Death

1 Corinthians 15: 12-34

Audio

Yesterday we asked the question, is there ever
eternal life? Isn't everything just a fabrication?

Most believers will answer that it should only be
logical  that  eternal  life  is  a reality!  Yet  there
are many questions on this subject, and even
believers  often  doubt  this.  Some  highly
educated  theologians  had  the  idea  that
Christ  was  never  raised  from  the  dead,  but
that  it  only  happened  in  the  minds  of  His
disciples. Then does it also imply that there will
be no eternal life for me?

Such arguments make me nausous! How can
people,  especially  highly  educated  Bible
scholars,  ever  think  that  way?  What  went
wrong, that the core of the Christian faith was
lost to them? However, this is not a new idea.
Paul  is  struggling  with  exactly  the  same
problem that stuck out it’s head in the church
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in Corinth, and he wants to stifle this problem
before too many little ones hatch!

Let me explain: Years ago we lived on a farm
near Welkom. Early one morning I woke up to
a  strange rumbling.  I  jumped up  in
amazement  and  looked  out  the  window.  A
row of  tractors  drove  up  the  dirt  road,  and
with their ploughs began to  rip open the red
earth. Shortly thereafter, they sowed sunflower
seeds in the furrows.

That evening I walked through the field in the
twilight. There is no sign of the seed that  was
sown.  It's  buried,  wasted.  Night  after  night  I
walk  through  the  barren  land  to  see  if
anything is happening. But nothing!

Early one morning I peeked out the window.
My heart  started pounding wildly! On the red
soil there is a faint green glow. I run excitedly
to the  field. As far as I can see there are tiny
green leaves pushing through the suffocating
soil. I want to rejoice: “There is life after death!
Here is the clear proof! ” A few days later, the
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cloth of dry red earth is a lush green carpet of
young  sunflower  plants.  In  my  mind's  eye  I
already  see  the  mass  of  golden-yellow
sunflowers,  heavy  with seed,  ready  for  the
great harvest. Everything was worth it!

How worthless, absolutely pitiful our faith would
have been if  Christ  had never risen from the
grave.  Paul  says  that  this  would  of  course
imply that there would not be a resurrection
for  you  and  me.  Then  the  famous  physicist,
Steven  Hawking,  would  be  right  with  his
statement that man is like a computer: if you
pull  out  the  power  plug,  then  everything  is
over. Then you are stone dead!

However, we know differently: We have seen
time and time again that there were several
eye-witnesses  to  Jesus'  resurrection  from  the
dead.   Early  that  very  morning,  some of  His
followers  had  already  seen  Him.  That  same
afternoon, a few men walked with Him to the
village of Emmaus, and He talked with them
and explained to them what had happened.
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To  these  witnesses,  it  was  also  like  the
sunflower seed they saw dying in the ground,
and then the miracle happens when the seed
that  was  dead  comes  to  life  again  and
emerges bright green from the arid earth and
shows that there really is life!

The  evidence  that  He  is  alive,  and  that  He
ascended  to  heaven,  is  absolutely
overwhelming, despite the sceptics who try to
dismiss  it  as  stories.  However,  this  also  has
another conclusion for us: If it is the case that
Jesus rose from the dead, then we can also
accept that for me and you as believers there
can  also  be  a  similar  resurrection  from  the
dead.  We  know,  of  course,  from  the  eye-
witness  account  that  Jesus'  resurrection  was
not just a spiritual resurrection, but that it was
also a bodily resurrection.

Thomas was able to press his fingers into the
holes the nails made in Jesus' hands during the
crucifixion.

48



He sat with them on the beach and ate some
of the fish they had fried.

He was not a spirit, yet His body was different -
a glorified body. So you and I will one day rise
from the dead and have a wonderful glorified
body.  We  will  not  only  be  spirit,  but
recognizable  people  with  an  immortal  body
without the limitations of our old earthly “tent
dwelling” today.

Most wonderful of all, though, is that you and I
will  be with Jesus and see Him in all His glory
and majesty!

If we have understood these things, then the
saying "Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we
die"  can  no  longer  be  a  part  of  our  lives,
because then we will fully serve Jesus today in
preparation for that great day.

Prayer:

Lord, I want to live fully to Your glory, because
glory awaits me when one day I will  be with
You with a brand new body.
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A Brand New Body

1 Corinthians 15: 35-58

Audio

If there is life after death, what will we look like
in  the  hereafter?  Let  me  take  you  back  to
yesterday's sunflower field, I would like to show
you  something  exciting!  What  do  you  see
when you look at a sunflower seed? A pale,
blackish,  inconspicuous  pit  with  very  little
body. But  go and bury  it,  and just  see what
happens! When it germinates, a breathtaking
miracle happens. Those first little fragile leaves
pushing  their  heads out  through  the  hard
ground  are  already  making  you  gasp  for
breath.  And  it’s  no  good looking  for  the
original seed you planted because all  that is
left  of  it  is  an  empty  shell.  The  tiny  plant
becomes a large plant.  And then  it blooms!
Golden yellow,  as  big  as  a  soup plate,  and
loaded with rich seeds that sparkle in the sun.
If  you try  to  compare  this  magnificent  plant
with  the  original  dead  seed,  you  will  be
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amazed. How is it possible that that pale little
grain could become such a beautiful plant?

Paul asks in 1 Cor 15:35: “How are the dead
raised up? What kind of body will they have? ”

"Stupid  question!"  says  Paul.  But  actually,  it's
not that stupid at all, because it's often asked,
maybe not out loud, but most of  us secretly
wonder about it. How does this happen? Will I
ever get a body again? Does my old body not
perish the day I die? Of course it does! Do I just
become  a  ghost?  Will my  old  skeleton  get
flesh and skin again one day at the Second
Coming? And if my body was cremated and
the ashes were scattered in the sea?

Paul  explains that there is  discontinuity when
you die -  your  old body perishes.  Yet at  the
same time,  there is  continuity,  because your
spirit lives on. In a sense, we remain the same,
because the exact same person who dies is
still alive, because the real you is actually spirit,
and your body is just a shell that houses your
spirit.
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But  then  the  miracle  happens.  Just  as  that
sunflower seed completely changes shape, so
do we. The life juice of the seed forms the core
of the brand new sunflower plant. In the same
way,  your  "juice of  life",  your  spirit,  forms the
core of your brand new glorified body.

Jesus came to demonstrate this to us after His
crucifixion. When He rose from the grave that
Sunday morning, He was in some respects still
exactly  the  same.  His  essence  had  not
changed. He was still talking to His friends. Yet
He was also very different at the same time,
because  He,  for  example,  entered  a  room
while  the  door  was  still  locked.  He  was  no
longer bound by the ordinary laws of nature.
He was still recognizable, and even the holes
in His hands were still there, where a few days
before rough nails had torn through His flesh.
Yet  these  were  no  longer  raw  wounds,  but
visible signs of the cost he had to pay for our
sins.  Yes,  Thomas  could  push  his  unbelieving
fingers  through  the  holes  to  experience
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firsthand that Jesus was a reality. Similarly, very
different!

My old earthly body is so vulnerable after all! I
often realize this  all  too well when my fragile
body does not  want  to  co-operate  properly
with my mind. But one day, when this old body
is completely worn out, I  will  also get such a
wonderfully  glorified body. Then, like Jesus,  it
will no longer be bound by the laws of nature.
It will be immortal and even Covid 19 will have
absolutely no effect  on  it.  It's  going to be a
perfect body!

The question,  however,  is  whether we will  all
look  the  same?  Let's  go  back  to  the  fields
again. I plant a sunflower seed, a maize seed
and a peanut next to each other. Will the new
plants look alike? Of course not! They will  be
vastly different from each other, even though
they  are  all  three  "resurrection  plants".  Paul
explains this by referring to the stars. After all,
all the  things up there in the sky are celestial
bodies,  but  the  sun  and  moon  are  totally
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different,  and  so  are  the  stars.  Paul  did  not
have a telescope, and I think he would have
been amazed  if  he  could  look  at  the  stars
through such a thing and see that there are
virtually  no  two  stars  that  look  alike.  Some
"stars" are even galaxies or gas nebulae.

In 1 Cor 15:52 we read that a day will  come
when trumpet blasts will sound over the world.
This will announce the return of Jesus. At that
moment, all those who have already died will
receive a brand new body, and the bodies of
those  who are  still  alive  will  be  changed to
become  immortal.  Everyone  will  get  brand
new clothes to meet Jesus, the King.

"Death  is  destroyed,  victory  is  gained,"  Paul
rejoices  in  1  Cor  15:  54,55.  "Death,  where  is
your victory? Death, where is your sting? ”

Prayer:

Lord, I look forward excitedly to that day when
I will also have a brand new resurrection body.

55



What about Ghosts?

1 Peter 3: 18-22

Audio

Are  ghosts  a  reality?  Are  they  perhaps  the
spirits  of  dead  people  wandering  around
here?

Big-eyed, the farm worker tells me about the
decapitated man who sneaks around here at
night, or rather rides around on his horse. The
sweat  was  just  beginning  to  erupt  on  his
forehead  at  the  mere  thought.  "He  rides  a
pitch black horse,"  the poor man feared this
terrifying creature. "And then he slaps his whip
so you only see sparks splash!" The man’s dark
face  turns  pale  white.  "Then  he  suddenly
disappears  just  like  that!"  he  exclaimed
excitedly!

"And  you  saw  him  yourself,  personally,  with
your own two eyes?" I'm full of wonder.

"No, never!" He is very indignant. "I do not walk
around at night where there are ghosts!" The
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mere thought of a ghost gives him the shivers.
Not  to  mention  the  Tokoloshe,  then  he  just
wants to faint! That man's name may not even
be mentioned! He is extremely dangerous! No,
he's never seen the Tokoloshe before, but you
never know - you can never be too careful!

Langenhoven  wrote  excellent  ghost  stories,
and  told  them  so  convincingly  that  many
people firmly believed that his stories were true
and genuine.  I  myself  have made up ghost
stories,  and  conveyed  them  with  such
conviction that my nieces who came to visit us
on  Oupa  John's  farm  at  Waterval  Boven
screamed  with  anxiety.  And  of  course  I
laughed with  glee!  Feel  free to  listen (if  you
have enough courage!) to my own ghost story
from my army days at DRAM  A  .

In 1 Peter 3:19 we get a peek into the fears of
the people of those days. Peter speaks of the
"spirits  in  prison."  One  can  really  only  draw
conclusions  about  this  strange  sentence  he
writes  here.  We  must  remember  that  there
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were several books written in those years that
are partly fiction and partly history - writers still
do it today, and it makes for a very authentic
story.

1 Enoch is one such example from Peter's time,
and in this the author refers to the "heavenly
beings" that are written of in Genesis 6:1,2. The
punishment for their wrongdoing would be to
be  locked  up  in  a  prison  somewhere.  The
people then had a holy fear of those heavenly
beings,  because  if  some  of  them  might
escape by  accident,  there  was  BIG trouble!
Evil creatures, those!

Ghosts and evil spirits were a great reality for
the people of that time - and a huge fear. We
read in Matt. 14:26, where Jesus walked on the
sea.  The  disciples  were  terrified  when  they
mistook Him for a ghost! We can certainly not
blame  them  for  that,  because  now  who
expects any living thing to roam the sea? The
fact  remains,  however,  that  even  Jesus'
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intimate disciples believed in ghosts, and were
bitterly afraid of them!

Peter  enlightens our greatest  fears.  Jesus did
not  only  suffer  and  die  for  our  sins.  He  did
much  more.  Often  we  think  of  Jesus  as  our
Saviour alone. Yes, of course it is true, but He
also overcame death and hell. When He rose
from the grave, a whole new world opened
up for all believers! But there is much more: He
overcame not only death but also evil. Peter
now wants  to  tell  these  people  who  are  so
afraid  of  the  unknown,  the  "spirits  in  prison"
that  can devour  them at  any moment,  that
Jesus has finally overcome even these "spirits".

Today it also means to me and you that Jesus
even overcame the "ghosts" in our lives. And
the Tokoloshe and any other form of evil. I do
not  want  to  comment  on  the  question  of
whether there are ghosts, and whether it is the
spirits  of people who are wandering around,
because  this  will  provoke  a  long  discussion.
We can only speculate about it.  The fact  is,
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however, that no believer should ever have a
fear of these evil  “beings,” for there is in the
first place no power or evil angels or ghosts or
whatever is standing outside the rule of Jesus
Christ.

Peter's handling of the fear that the believers
of that time had of the “spirits in prison” shows
us how to deal with similar fears today. In the
first place, we do not have to tell people that
the  Tokoloshe or  ghosts  do not exist.  In  fact,
evil forces and demons and all those terrifying
fears are a great reality that no one can just
ignore.  Aren't  ghosts  perhaps also real? I  will
not know! The fact is, however, that we do not
have to be afraid of it. We should rather bring
the good news that  Christ  has overcome all
these evil things. He is in control of everything
and everyone!

Prayer:

Thank  you  Lord,  that  I  can  sleep peacefully
without  the fear  of  any evil  forces.  Though I

60



walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of
death, I will fear no evil, for You are with me!
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Prayer

Luke 18: 1-14

Audio

Someone wrote to me stating that she keeps
praying and praying for a certain cause, but
that it  feels  as if  the Lord does not hear the
prayer. It feels as if she is praying up against a
ceiling, and that she is not even reaching the
Lord at all. My own, very noble prayer was that
the Lord would let me serve as a minister in a
congregation.  The  Lord  did  not  grant  my
prayer, and I could never understand why. It
was such an honest and good request! Now,
years  later,  I  can  look  back  and  see  with
wonder why He did not want this to happen:
He gave me a much better ministry, where I
could reach many, many more people than I
would  ever  manage  as  a  minister  in  a
congregation.
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Jesus tells  two parables about prayer. First of
all, He wants to explain that prayer does bear
fruit, you just have to keep praying.

He begins by describing a certain judge. You
would  expect  compassion  and  justice  from
someone  in  such  an  office.  However,  this
judge  totally  ignored  the  woman's  request.
Then we hear that this man has no respect for
God in the first place, and that he does not
care about people at all. All he thinks about is
his  own  self-esteem.  However,  when  that
woman kept nagging that he was to handle
her case, he finally gave in, simply to protect
his self-esteem.

Jesus comments on the story, and he draws a
comparison  between  the  unjust  judge  and
God. The Lord is so much more righteous than
this  judge  who  thinks  only  of  himself.  The
second important comparison is that this man
did not care for people, but the Lord has so
much  compassion  for  His  children.  In  many
places in the Bible we read of His wonderful,
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incomprehensible love for us, and how He has
mercy on us. We read that He cares for every
believer.  We  may  therefore  go  to  Him  in
prayer and ask Him for things. Even though it
often feels to you as if He does not hear your
prayer, you can know for sure this morning: He
is listening to your supplication.

Why then is someone's honest prayer often not
granted? The problem is  that  you and I  just
think  and  reason  very  small,  and sometimes
very  selfishly.  Our  minds  are  smaller  than
mustard  seeds  compared  to  God,  and
therefore  we  often  only  see  the  tiny  circle
around us. However, God sees a much, much
bigger  picture,  and  He  sees  not  only  the
present  and  past  that  we  see,  but  also  the
future.  After  all,  he  has  been  designing  the
future  for  a  long time!  That  is  why  He often
gives much differently and much better than
we ask. I know, I have first-hand experience of
it! I can only rejoice with great praise that He is
great and good and omniscient, and thinks so
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much greater than this insignificant man. The
big  secret  is  that  He  wants  me  to  keep
praying!  With  that,  I  declare  my  total
dependence on Him.

Jesus'  second parable  is  about  our  attitude.
We see the pompous Pharisee standing in the
temple  and  actually  singing  his  own  praises
before the Lord. He tells God, and especially
those who hear him, how good a person he
really is, and what he does for the church.

Prayer is  a conversation with God, not  other
people! I  have heard a pastor summarize his
sermon  for  the  congregation  in  his  prayer.
Then it is no longer prayer!

What is it really about in prayer? It is an honest
conversation  with  God  where  it  is  primarily
about  the  most  important  Conversation
partner. Let's take an example: if you had the
opportunity to chat with a world-famous icon,
say  Queen  Elizabeth,  what  would  your
conversation  be  about?  You  will  be  so
excited, that you will at first not think of yourself

65



at all! You will tell her how you admire her, and
thank her for the wonderful privilege she has
given  you.  Because  she's  so  rich,  you  might
want  to  ask  her  to  use  some  of  her
breathtaking  wealth  to  stop  Covid  19.  The
opportunity  is  so  great,  that  you  completely
forget about yourself.

If we talk to God, then it's so much bigger with
Someone, and the mere thought makes you
shiver with excitement. Do we ever have that
respect  and admiration  for  Him?  Do  we still
feel small and insignificant and fragile before
the King of all kings? Do we still want to burst
into a jubilant, excited song of praise to Him
every time we have the opportunity to have a
conversation with Him? When we talk to Him,
then our minds should be so large that we do
not  notice  ourselves  and  our  insignificant
needs,  but  the  bigger  picture  of  thousands
and millions of others who are so much worse
off  than ourselves.  Oh,  and of  course I  may
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also lay my own needs at His feet - after all, He
is my loving Father who cares for me!

Prayer:

Almighty Father, this morning I want to trumpet
forth Your greatness to the whole world!
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Our Father ...

Luke 11: 1-4

Audio

One of Jesus' disciples asks Him to please also
teach them to pray. Then Jesus teaches them,
by giving them a framework that you can use
to  build  a  prayer.  Along  with  this  prayer
framework, He also tells them a parable that
emphasizes the value of prayer. We can talk
for  many  hours  about  the  meaning  and
symbolism  behind  the  "Our  Father  Prayer".
Here we are only going to deal with it briefly.

Jesus begins the prayer by addressing God as
"Father". He uses the same form of address in
Luke 10:22 after  the 72 disciples  returned, as
well  as  in  Luke  22:42  when  He  wrestled  in
Gethsemane  wrestled  over  His  death  that
awaited  Him.  "Father"  indicates  an  intimate
relationship between Jesus and God. Now He
gives His disciples the right to talk to God in the
same  way.  They  are  thus  given  the  right  to
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have the same intimate relationship with God
as Himself. In reality, this means that God is not
only  the  exalted  Lord  who  rules  over
everything,  but  that  He  also  cares  for  His
children  with  caring  love  like  a  Father.  With
this, Jesus then tells His followers that in a sense
they get  exactly  the same status  as  Him,  to
become children of God.

Of  course,  the  exact  same  thing  applies  to
you  and  me as  believers  today.  God  is  our
loving Father, and we can go to Him in prayer
at any time. Is not it wonderful!

The Our Father prayer consists of five prayers,
the first two of which have to do with the glory
of God and the last three with our own needs
that we lay before Him.

In the first prayer we ask that the Name of the
Father be sanctified or honoured. With that, as
a  prayer,  I  declare  myself  willing  to  do
everything in my power to honour and sanctify
the  Name  of  the  Lord.  It  places  a  great
responsibility  on  me,  because  it  means,

69



among other things, that I want to get to know
Him as He truly is, and that I will make an effort
to see His omnipotence and the greatness of
His  works and make them known to all.  With
that, I want to praise and glorify the Lord with
my whole life,  and at the same time be the
catalyst  to  inspire  other  people  to  do  the
same.

In  the  second  prayer  I  declare  that  I
acknowledge that God rules, and that He is in
full control. We have said this to each other so
often through these daily passages. When we
read the book of Daniel, we only realize time
and time again that He is fully in control, even
if it sometimes does not seem so to us at all.
With this prayer I place my full trust in Him, and
I resign myself in events beyond my control.

In  the  third  prayer  I  declare  my  full
dependence on God. It is often very difficult
for a rich person to pray this prayer honestly,
because everything is anyway in abundance!
Why then should I still ask the Lord to provide?
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Yes, Job may have thought so too, and in the
blink of an eye everything was gone! Covid 19
made many wealthy people poor overnight.
Even though I have abundance, I still need to
realize and acknowledge my dependence on
Him. Everything I have, I have only by His great
grace.

About the fourth prayer, where I ask the Lord
to forgive my sins, we can literally write books. I
have had numerous letters over the years from
people  asking in tears if it is ever possible for
God to forgive their great sins? Naturally! Just
read what our Father declares in Isaiah 1:18:
"Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as
white  as  snow."  Romans  3:23  says  that
everyone  has  sinned,  but  that  they  are
acquitted in Jesus without earning it.

However, there is a story to this prayer: "for we
also  forgive  everyone  who  transgresses
against  us",  I  declare before the Lord.  This  is
the  hard  part,  because  it's  not  always  that
easy  to  forgive  someone  else.  For  years,
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believers  often  walk  with  resentment  in  their
hearts  toward  someone  who  has  offended
them. How can I ask God to forgive my sins,
which  are  countless,  if  I  am  not  willing  to
forgive someone one false step against me?
To forgive means, among other things, that my
whole  attitude  towards  that  person  should
normalize, and that I accept him as a friend.

The last prayer is about temptations that come
our way.  If  I  pray to the Lord to protect me
from it, it means that I will actively avoid it. The
song from My Fair Lady goes: “The Lord above
gave liquor for temptation, to see if man can
keep away from sin. But with a little bit of luck,
when temptation comes, you’ll step right in!”
The  song  has  a  total  misperception  of
temptation. We must not seek the temptations
- we must stay away from them!

Let's look at this prayer through new eyes, and
go live it.

Prayer:
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Father,  I  feel  so insignificant when I  pray this
prayer, for I fall so far short in my own living of
it.
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The Value of Prayer

Luke 11: 5-13

Audio

Jesus  explains  to  the  disciples  the  value  of
prayer  through  a  story,  a  parable.  He  uses
images that they understand very well. In their
time,  hospitality  was  a  very  important  thing.
Some  scholars  believe  that  the  great  sin  of
Sodom  was  precisely  that  they  were  not
hospitable  to  the  strangers,  the  angels  who
came to Lot. Even if someone comes to you in
the middle of the night, you will still go out of
your  way  to  give  him  hospitality.  It  was  an
integral part of life, and if you did not go along
with it, it would be a disgrace. Today we live
differently:  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  we
will pretend that we did not hear the doorbell,
and everyone will  agree that you are acting
right. And crime gets the blame!

Jesus' story is about a man whose friend wakes
him up in the middle of the night and asks to
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borrow  three  loaves  of  bread,  he  had  an
unexpected  visitor.  Jesus  says  that,  for  the
sake of their friendship, he will help his friend.
And even if it were just so that the man did not
fall into shame, he would still help the friend!

But  now,  what  does  this  have  to  do  with
prayer? Jesus explains, and with this He wants
to encourage every believer  to persevere in
prayer.

Jesus set the example of the value of prayer in
practice.  He  himself  often  prayed.  In  His
parables  He encourages people to  pray,  as
for  example  in  Luke  18:  1-8.  Here,  God's
willingness to give to those who ask is central
to  the  message.  Jesus  is  saying  that  He  will
listen even to the most untimely and shameless
request.

Jesus encourages the listeners by saying, “Ask,
and it will be given you. Search, and you will
find. Knock, and it will be opened to you. ” He
wants to hammer this thought into the listeners'
minds,  so  He  repeats  it  in  other  words.  And
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then  Jesus  explains  that  God,  like  a  loving
Father,  cares  for  His  children.  Yesterday  we
saw that Jesus represents God as our Father,
and  that  we  can  therefore  go  to  Him  in
frankness without any fear. Now He wants to
further  emphasize  that  He  is  also  the  caring
Father  who  not  only  provides  in  our  daily
bread, but also gives as we ask.

Jesus explains that an earthly father will not be
unsympathetic  to  his  children.  A  father  will
provide  for  his  children's  needs,  and  when
they ask him something he will not answer by
giving them something completely useless. We
realize that we are all  but sinful people, and
that even the holiest person is not without sin. If
such  a  sinful  father  can  be  good  to  his
children, how much more so the Holy Father in
heaven?

However,  this  brings  us  to  another  troubling
question  that  bothers  many  people:  If  Jesus
then  promised  here  that  God  will  give
everything we ask, then why is it that when I
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have  been  praying  for  something  for  years,
the Lord does not give it to me?

We  must  realize  that  you  and  I  are
insignificant, fallible, sinful people who usually
don’t have a clue what life is about. Often our
wish  lists  for  the  Lord  are  like  the  ludicrous
letters that children write for Santa - “I want a
bicycle and a radio-controlled racing car and
a computer with lots of games on and .......”
We  can  only  laugh  at  the  requests  of  our
children,  but  then  we  want  to  add  hastely:
“But  my  requests  to  the  Lord  are  not  so
ridiculous! I  ask for things that are noble and
valuable!”

If we look at it in perspective, then we see that
the  children  are  very  honest  with  their
requests. They certainly do not see the things
they are requesting as ridiculous. For them, it is
valuable and essential! Yet we will often give
something completely  different,  because we
realize all  too well that what they ask for will
not be good for their well-being.
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In the same way, we often do not realize what
the  Lord  is  planning  for  us,  and  then  we
wonder  why  He  does  not  give  us  the  often
very noble things we ask for. Usually we only
see years later what His purpose was. Then we
realize that what He has given us in the place
of our request truly makes sense and has much
more  meaning  than  our  request.  I  have
personally  experienced  this  on  several
occasions!

We must further remember that when we ask
for earthly things,  we are desiring things that
are but only temporary. Our earthly life passes
in  the blink  of  an  eye,  and then awaits  the
heavenly that lasts an eternity.

Jesus  concludes  by  saying  that  the  Father
gives us the greatest when we ask, namely the
Holy  Spirit.  Can  we  ever  ask  for  anything
more? We can write books on this subject, but
I want to suffice with this.

Prayer:
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Lord,  thank  You  for  the  wonderful  gift  of
prayer, and that we can go with this to You.

79



In Conversation with God

1 John 5: 14-21

Audio

In  the last  few verses  of  John's  first  letter,  he
reminds his readers once again of everything
they  receive  because  they  are  children  of
God. First, we, His children, have the courage
to go to God in prayer. Not only can we not
only pray, but we also know that God answers
our  prayer!  However,  there  are  some  very
important  things  to  remember  about  prayer
and prayer hearing.

Prayer  is  an intimate conversation with God,
not  a  rhyme  recited  to  please  God.  Nor  is
prayer to rummage through a wish list of things
which we would like. I have also heard how a
pastor  concludes  his  sermon  in  his  closing
prayer  by  emphasizing  a  few  points  for  the
congregation  so  that  it  will  stand  firm.
Reverend, prayer is a conversation with God,
not with your congregation!
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Prayer  is  sharing  your  deepest  longing,  your
pain,  your  joy,  your  wonder,  your  deepest
secrets  with  God.  Prayer  is  also  to  tell  God
what you think of Him, to sing of His greatness
and  omnipotence  and  marvel  at  His  great
mercy.  Prayer  is  to thank Him for  all  the rich
blessings He spreads over your life, and that in
His great mercy He also came to snatch you, 
sinful man out of the pool of perdition to make
you His child. It is to be deeply grateful for the
Holy Spirit in your life. Sometimes prayer is just
keeping quiet and drinking in the presence of
God like a thirsty sponge.

Not only is prayer a conversation with the Holy
God,  but  it  also  has  a  huge  bonus:  that
conversation  enriches  you  spiritually  and
strengthens your faith. Just experiencing God's
holy presence, and knowing that He is listening
to  your  conversation  with  Him,  is  already  a
wonderful upliftment of your mind, no matter
how heavy your mind is.
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The  question  is,  does  God ever  listen  to  our
prayers  and  answer  our  prayers?  Are  my
prayers  not  in  vain?  Am  I  not  praying  in  a
vacuum? Sometimes it feels like I am praying
for something for an eternity, and then nothing
happens! Does God ever give what we ask?

Let me explain. Your little boy comes to you
and asks: “Dad, please, I want a skateboard,
and a cell phone that can do internet. And a
playstation.  And  Dad,  pretty  please  Dad,
Johnnie has tiny, genuine real motorcycle - I
want one too, pleeeeeze Dad!” What would
be your  reaction?  If  you give  everything he
asks for, you are doing him a huge injustice. Of
course, he's  not going to see it  that way, it's
not  to  his  advantage  to  get  everything  he
desperately  wants,  but  you've been through
life,  and  you  know  what's  to  your  child's
advantage.

In our relationship with God, we also often ask
for  things  we  desperately  want,  but  nothing
happens. Just like the boy, we also sometimes
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sulk  or  become  discouraged  about  not
getting what we ask for.  We accuse God of
not  answering  prayer.  Does  God  ever  hear
prayer?

I  have written thousands of  devotionals  over
the last twenty years. An achievement? Well,
there's  a  little  secret:  if  it  were  not  for  God
answering my prayer  every day and putting
thoughts in my heart to write, I  would never,
ever be able to do it!

I  preach  on  Saturdays  to  a  group  of  Zulu-
speaking  people.  Often  I  also  have to  lead
worship  services  in  small  towns  in  Zululand.
However, I do not have theological training as
a minister, so preparing a sermon is certainly
not easy. The great miracle, however, is  that
God  never  ever  disappoints  me.  Time  and
time  again  I  have  to  watch  in  amazement
how  the  message  takes  shape  in  my  mind.
Each time He answers my prayer and gives me
the words to convey to the congregation. Is
this not answer to prayer?
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It  often happens that  God does not  answer
prayer as we would like it. Why? We find the
answer  in  1  John  5:14,  where  he writes  that
God answers  our  prayers  if  we ask  anything
according to His will. Sometimes something we
ask of God seems very noble and good, but
God might have something totally different in
mind for us. What we ask may be good, but
God knows better. After all, his mind is much
bigger than ours.  From my own experience I
can give an example: I wanted to become a
minister  and  preach  the  Gospel.  However,
everything went wrong for me, and I just could
never understand it.  Then the Lord gave me
this  internet  ministry  instead.  The  daily
devotionals now regularly reach thousands of
people!  How  many  people  would  have
listened  to  my  sermon  if  I  had  become  a
minister?  Maybe  two  or  three  hundred?
Indeed, He answered my prayer, but in a very
different way than I wanted it to. And much,
much better!
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Prayer:

Lord, I  praise and glorify You, and thank You
sincerely for the great privilege of being able
to talk to You. Thank you also for answering my
prayers.
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Is Jesus Truly God?

John 1: 1

Audio

In the beginning the Word already existed; the
Word was with God, and the Word was God.

The Jehovah's Witnesses claim that Jesus is not
God.  How  do  we  handle it  when  we  are
confronted  with  this?  Before  we  get  to  this
extremely  important  question,  whether  Jesus
really  is  God,  we  must  first  look  at  another
assertion of the Jehovah's Witnesses, that they
are the only ones who know the true Name of
God.

What is the true Name of God?

Wikipedia writes the following about the Name
of God: The name of God most often used in
the  Hebrew  Bible  is  the  Tetragrammaton
(YHWH .(יהוה   It  is  frequently  anglicized  as
Jehovah  and  Yahweh  and  written  in  most
English editions of the Bible as "the Lord" owing
to  the  Jewish  tradition  viewing  the  divine
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name  as  increasingly  too  sacred  to  be
uttered.  It  was  thus  replaced  vocally  in  the
synagogue ritual by the Hebrew word Adonai
(“My  Lords”),  which  was  translated  as  Kyrios
(“Lord”) in the Septuagint, the Greek version of
the Hebrew scriptures.

The Name of God, YHWH is written in ancient
Hebrew  without  vowels,  and  is  actually
unpronounceable.  Yahweh  would  be  the
closest  we  come to  pronouncing  His  name.
For the Jehovah's Witnesses to claim that the
Name  Jehovah is  the  only  Name  by  which
God  can  be  addressed  is  not  true.  In  fact,
there are several Names for God in the Bible.
Here are some examples we often encounter:

Elohim - God, Mighty Creator,

El Elyon - God the Most High,

El Shaddai - God Almighty,

El Olam - Eternal God,

El Roi - God Who Sees Me,
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Esh Oklah - Consuming Fire,

El Chay - Living God.

These  are  just  some of  the  many  names  by
which God is  known. It  is  therefore untrue to
claim  that  the  Name  “Jehovah”  is  the  only
Name by which God may be addressed.

The  second  tormenting  question  is:  Is  Jesus
really God?

The Witnesses claim that Jesus is not part of the
Divine Trinity, and therefore He is not God. He
is  indeed a  "Divine Being",  or  a god,  almost
something  like  an  exalted  angel.  They
therefore deny the Divine Trinity because there
is  only  one  God.  They  quote  from
Deuteronomy 6:  4  where  it  is  stated  clearly:
"Israel,  remember  this!  The LORD — and the
LORD alone — is our God." Does this mean we
are wrong about the Trinity of God? Definitely
not!  We  do  not  claim  that  there  are  three
Gods.  What  we  do  say  is  that  the  Father  is
God,  and  everyone  agrees  with  that.
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Furthermore, we want to say that Jesus is God,
and  thirdly  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  also  God.
Together they are God. One God!

Let us first look at what the Old Testament says
about the Divinity of Jesus. We often read in
the Old Testament of the "Angel of the Lord" or
the "Angel of God," where "Angel" is translated
with a capital letter. This is certainly not talking
about an ordinary angel, which is always spelt
with a lower case letter. The Angel of the Lord
refers  throughout  the  Old  Testament  to  the
Son, and therefore Jesus.

Here are some examples:

In Exodus 3: 2 we read: "There the Angel of the
LORD appeared  to  him  as  a  flame  coming
from the middle of a bush" In verse 4 it  says:
"When the LORD saw that Moses was coming
closer, he called to him from the middle of the
bush ...." It therefore appears that the Angel of
the Lord is also God.
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Exodus 13:21 says,  "During the day the  LORD
went in front of them in a pillar of cloud" So it
was God who came out in front of Israel in the
pillar of cloud. In Exodus 14:19 we read, "The
Angel of God,  who had been in front of the
army of Israel, moved and went to the rear."
Here it is mentioned that the Angel of God was
in the pillar of cloud, while in 13:21 it says that it
was the  Lord.  The Angel  of  God (the Son) is
therefore  one  and  the  same  as  The  Lord
(God).

In  Judges 6:12 we read of  the Angel  of  the
Lord  appearing  to  Gideon.  In  verse  22  we
read:  "Gideon  then  realized  that  it  was  the
LORD's  Angel he  had  seen,  and  he  said  in
terror, Sovereign LORD! I have seen your angel
face to face! But the LORD said to him, Peace.
Don't be afraid. You will not die."

From these verses we can therefore deduce
that the  Angel of the Lord (the Son) and the
Lord (God) are one and the same. So Jesus IS
God!
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In the next passage we will  look at what the
New Testament says about this.

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, I can only worship You as the only
true God!
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Jesus IS Truly God!

John 1: 1

Audio

We have seen what the Old Testament testifies
as to the Divinity of Jesus. Let us now look at
what  is  written  about  Him  in  the  New
Testament.

Let's start with the last Bible book, Revelation
where God is described as:

In  Revelation 1:8  He declares,  "I  am the first
and the last,  (Alpha and the Omega)” says
the Lord God Almighty, who is, who was, and
who is to come.” In Revelation 21: 6, God says,
"I am the first and the last, the beginning and
the end (Alpha and the Omega)"

But just look at how Jesus is described in the
same  Book.  Revelation  1:12,  13,  17  and  18
state: “I turned round to see who was talking
to  me,  and  I  saw  seven  gold  lampstands,
13and among them there was  what  looked
like  a  human  being  ....  He  placed  his  right-
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hand on me and said, “Don't be afraid! I am
the first and the last (Alpha and the Omega). I
am the living one! I was dead, but now I am
alive for ever and ever. I have authority over
death and the world of the dead.”

In Revelation 2:8 we read: "To the angel of the
church in Smyrna writes: “This is the message
from the one who is the first and the last, who
died and lived again.” Here Jesus is speaking.
Revelation 22:12, 13, 16: “I am coming soon! I
will bring my rewards with me, to give to each
one according to what he has done. I am the
first  and  the  last,  the  beginning  and  the
end.”....  “I,  Jesus,  have  sent  my  angel  to
announce these things to you in the churches.
I  am descended from the family  of  David;  I
am the bright morning star.”

From the Bible passages we read above, we
see that exactly the same "titles" are attributed
to  God  and  to  Jesus.  We  are  therefore
unequivocally  dealing  with  God  here  when
we speak of Jesus.
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However,  Revelation  is  not  the  only  source
where  Jesus  is  described  as  God.  Here  are
some of  the other  testimonies  from the New
Testament:

1 Joh. 5:20,21 - “We know that the Son of God
has come and has given us understanding, so
that we know the true God. We live in union
with the true God — in union with his Son Jesus
Christ. This is the true God, and this is eternal
life.  My  children,  keep  yourselves  safe  from
false gods!”

Heb. 1:8 - "About the Son, however, God said:
“Your kingdom, O God, will  last for ever and
ever! You rule over your people with justice.”

Joh. 20:28 -  “Thomas answered him, “My Lord
and my God!”

Isaiah 9:6 - “A child is born to us! A son is given
to  us!  And  he  will  be  our  ruler.  He  will  be
called, “Wonderful Counsellor”, “Mighty God”,
“Eternal Father”, “Prince of Peace”
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Col. 1:15,16 - “Christ is the visible likeness of the
invisible God. He is the firstborn Son, superior to
all  created  things.  For  through  him  God
created everything in heaven and on earth,
the  seen  and  the  unseen  things,  including
spiritual  powers,  lords,  rulers,  and  authorities.
God created the whole universe through him
and for him.”

Jesus is therefore also Creator and He was not
created by God. The Witnesses want to claim
that the passage above proves that  Jesus is
the first Person created by God.

When speaking of the “First” the Greek word
prototokos is used, which means “First in rank
or position” For the meaning of “first in time”
the word protoktistosos is used. This is not the
case here.

Deut. 6: 4 says that there is only ONE GOD. Is
this true or false?

Joh.  1:1  says  very  clearly: “In  the  beginning
the Word already existed; the Word was with
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God, and the Word was God." The Jehovah's
Witnesses say that we have mistranslated the
Bible, and that it should read: "... and the Word
was a God" In Greek, however, the last part of
verse 1 reads: "kai Theos yn ho Logos", which
can  in  no  other  way  but  be  translated,  as:
"and the Word was God." Their statement that
Jesus is  a God will  then raise the question: Is
there more than one God? If so, is the second
"God" then a true or false God? What then of
the statement in Deut. 6: 4?

Their faint answer to this is that Jesus once said
to His disciples, "You are gods."

In the next section we will look at the question
about the Holy Spirit, among other things.

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, thank You for Your holy Word which
is so clear, that You are truly the only God. I
worship You with everything in me.
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The Holy Spirit is God!

John 1: 29-34

Audio

From  Händel's  breathtaking  Easter  cantata,
"The Messiah,"  the moving song resounds this
morning: "Behold: The Lamb of God!" There is
the Lamb of God!

John  must  have  had  a  suspicion  who  Jesus
really  was,  because  when  we  read  the
passage about Jesus'  baptism in Matthew 3:
13-17,  we  see  how  John  shrinks  from  Jesus
when Jesus  asks  him to baptize  Him.  He did
not consider himself  worthy to baptize Jesus.
But the confirmation of his suspicion only came
immediately  after  the  baptism,  when  the
great miracle happened which shook John to
his  core.  The  wonder  of  heaven  opened
before his eyes, and the Holy Spirit descending
on Jesus in the form of a dove. And then that
voice from heaven, the voice that could only
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belong  to  God:  “This  is  My  beloved  Son.  I
rejoice in Him.”

Many  people  are  under  the  impression  that
the Holy  Spirit  is  mentioned only  in  the New
Testament context. However, this is not  so. In
the  first  verses  of  Genesis  (Gen  1:  2)  we
already  see  that  the  "Spirit  of  God"  was
involved in the creation. We also see time and
time  again  the  Holy  Spirit  coming upon
important people with a specific task, such as
kings, prophets and judges. In 1 Samuel 10:10
we read of Saul: "The Spirit of God was at work
in  him".  It  was  often  reported  that  such  a
person  was  anointed  by  the  Spirit.  The  Holy
Spirit then gave such people special power to
complete their tasks. Very good examples of
this are Gideon, Samson and David.

So when the Holy Spirit comes onto Jesus, He
gets a special task that He has to perform, and
for this the Spirit gives Him special power. His
public action, or ministry, begins from this day,
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and people are amazed at the things that are
happening through Him!

Three  years  later,  however,  the  greatest
miracle  happened,  when  Jesus  "gave"  the
Holy  Spirit  to  all  believers.  Suddenly  the
breathtaking  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  no
longer  limited  to  a  select  few,  but  the  Holy
Spirit  makes  it  available  to  everyone  who  is
part of the family of Jesus.

But  what  does the Bible  say  about  the Holy
Spirit?

The  claim  that  Jehovah's  Witnesses  make  is
that the Holy Spirit is not God, but a "power of
God"  or  the  power  that  radiates  from God.
Let's take a look at what the Bible testifies to
this:

In Acts 5: 3-4, Peter says to Ananias, “why did
you let Satan take control of you and make
you lie to the Holy Spirit?.... You have not lied
to human beings — you have lied to God!”
From this we very clearly deduce two things.
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Firstly, that the Holy Spirit is a Person. Second,
that He is not just any person, He is God!

In  Matthew  28:18,19  Jesus  gives  the  mission
command:.  "Go,  then,  to  all  peoples
everywhere  and  make  them  my  disciples:
baptize them in the  Name of the Father, the
Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit"  Note  that  we  are
talking  here  about  the  "Name"  and  not
"Names",  so only one God. But  also that the
Holy  Spirit  has  a  Name  and  is  therefore  a
Person.

In John 14:26 Jesus says, "The Helper, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
will  teach  you  everything  and  make  you
remember  all  that  I  have  told  you."  Here
again,  we  are  clearly  talking  about  a  living
Person,  and  certainly  not  about  a  force  or
force field.

Similarly, we read in John 14:16,17 where Jesus
encourages His disciples with the words: “I will
ask the Father, and he will  give you another
Helper,  who will  stay with you for ever.  He is
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the Spirit who reveals the truth about God. The
world cannot receive Him, because it cannot
see  Him or  know  Him.  But  you  know  Him,
because  He remains with you and is in you.”
The words "Helper", "He" and "Him" that appear
here unequivocally speak of a Person.

Exactly the same goes for John 16:7. “But I am
telling you the truth: it is better for you that I go
away, because if I do not go, the  Helper will
not come to you. But if I do go away, then I
will send Him to you.”

From the quotations we have mentioned here,
we can make only one derivation. We cannot
help  but  say  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  God!
Together with the Father and Jesus,  the Son,
the Holy Spirit  is  the only true, almighty God!
He is definitely not just a “power of God,” as
Jehovah's Witnesses would like to claim!

Prayer:

Holy  Spirit,  thank  you  that  I  can  know  this
morning that You live in me. Even though I do
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not  understand it  at  all,  I  know it  from Your
Word.  Thank you also  for  giving me strength
and wisdom.
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144'000

Revelation 7: 1-8

Audio

Two by two they come down the street with a
packet  of  leaflets  that  they  distribute  from
door  to  door.  They knock on my front  door,
and before I  can utter  a word, they ask the
opening question they learned over the past
week:  “What  do  you  think  of  the  current
global warming situation? Where will  it  end?"
Actually, they are not the least bit interested in
my opinion, it  is just a starting point to get a
foot in the door. And, of course, everything is
detailed in the leaflet they are selling or giving
away this week. Before I can say that I am not
interested  in  their  propaganda,  they  simply
invite  themselves  in,  and  take  over  the
conversation.

But  then  I  play  my  trump  card:  "Do  you
remember Uncle Gert?" At last I got a word in
when  the  woman  paused  for  breath.  Of
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course,  every  Jehovah's  Witness  remembers
Uncle Gert, because he was one of the "holy"
men  amongst  them,  and  highly  respected.
When he was still walking the earth, Uncle Gert
and my father were brothers. “Uncle Gert was
my uncle, and he often stayed with me when
you held conferences in Durban, and we had
very deep conversations.  He never was able
to  convince  me  of  your  faith!  How  will  you
ever get it  right?" And with that, they usually
turn  around  disappointed  and  slink  off.  You
see, they believed Uncle Gert was one of the
144,000 chosen ones, possibly the very last one
ever!

Revelation 7 has been a big problem for many
people. If, of all the billions of Christians, there
are only 144,000 who receive salvation, then it
is a disaster! Where do I fit in? Is it worth it for
me to still try to live for God?

In John's vision, the destruction of the earth is
imminent,  and the angels who are to fulfill  it
are ready. But first  they have to wait so that
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the elect get a seal on the forehead. This seal
is  a  symbolic  mark  to  say  that  they  are
genuine  and  belong  to  God.  Later  we  see
that  the  unbelievers  also  receive  a  similar
symbolic  mark.  John  learns  that  there  are
144,000  people  who  get  the  seal.  But  what
does  that  mean?  Why  such  a  strange
number?

Here  is  one  explanation,  which  explains  the
symbolic composition of the number 144,000.

We start  with  the number 3,  which indicates
the  Trinity  of  God.  Secondly,  the  number  4
which indicates the whole creation, the 4 wind
directions of the earth. Multiply the two, and
you  get  the  number  12.  When  the  Trinity
completes  the  salvation  work  on  earth,  we
find in the Old dispensation the 12 patriarchs
and in the new dispensation the 12 Apostles.
To get to the Church of the Old and the New
dispensation, the twelve must be multiplied by
12 = 144. We also read later in Revelation 21 of
the New Jerusalem with 12 gates bearing the
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names of the 12 tribes and 12 foundations with
the names of the 12 Apostles written on it. To
emphasize  that  the  Church  in  its  totality,
perfection is in other words the warring church
on  earth  and  the  triumphant  church  in
Heaven,  144  is  multiplied  by  10x10x10  (a
perfect  cube),  which  indicates  double
perfection.

So when John hears of the 144,000 sealed, it is
the  total  warring  Church on  earth,  from the
Old as  well  as  the New dispensation,  all  the
servants of God. Although they are subject to
the  great  tribulation,  persecution  and
suffering,  their  destination  is  guaranteed,  no
matter  how  rough  their  journey  is.  What
encouragement and comfort do we not get
from  this  vision!  God  ensures  that  everyone
who belongs to Him will  not only be able to
stand  during  the  execution  of  His  terrible
judgments on the Wicked, but will also triumph
victoriously in the Name of the Lamb.
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John is told that the 144,000 are made up of
twelve  tribes.  But  if  we look  closely,  we see
some  irregularities  in  the  composition  of  the
tribes. Why?

Judah and not Reuben (eldest son) appear at
the top of the list. WHY? Because Jesus Christ
was born of the tribe of Judah. Manasseh and
Joseph were included in the list, but Dan and
Ephraim were omitted,  probably because of
their later idolatry. So it is clear that we cannot
interpret the sealed of the 12 tribes literally, but
that  this  list  of  tribes  points  to  the  symbolic
People  of  God,  the  Church  of  Christ  as  the
New Israel, the New People of God of the end
times, who undertake the new exodus to the
New Jerusalem.

So the question is: are you and I, the believers
part of that 144,000? And the answer is in plain
words: “Yes! For sure! ”

Prayer:
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Thank You Lord,  that I,  and with me a huge
crowd  of  believers,  get  Your  seal  on  our
foreheads, and that we can be encouraged
and  comforted  that  You  keep  us  standing
through  the  great  tribulation.  Thank  you  for
choosing us.
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Christian Freedom

1 Corinthians 8: 1-13

Audio

How far  does my Christian freedom extend?
This is a question that each of us has probably
already  asked.  Someone  asks  me  the  other
day if a believer can eat pork? It is very clearly
forbidden in the Old Testament. Someone else
was very worried about the food on which the
"Halaal"  stamp  of  the  Muslims  was  placed,
because this food was dedicated and blessed
by  a  priest.  Are  not  these  perhaps  idol
sacrifices? It's dangerous!

Many  years  ago,  one  of  our  congregation
members  was  disciplined  by  the  church
council  because  during  one  of  the  Hindu
festivals,  he picked up and ate some of the
oranges  that  had  been  sacrificed  that
washed up on the beach.  During the Hindu
festival, Divali, the Hindu women make special
dishes  that  are  sacrificed.  They  then  usually
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hand  it  out  to  the  people  they  work  with.
These are idol sacrifices! May I eat it?

The  congregation  in  Corinth's  problem  was
even greater, and they wanted to know from
Paul  what they were to do.  Worship of  idols
was of course very large in Corinth, and the
believers were only a small minority. When an
animal was sacrificed, the meat was divided
into  three  parts.  The  skin  and  bones  are
sacrificed.  The  priest  gets  a  portion  of  the
meat, which he usually sells at the market. The
third  part  gets  the  person  who  brought  the
sacrifice, and he then usually invited his friends
for a feast where this meat was served. For the
believers,  of  course,  this  was  a  very  big
problem,  because  they  did  not  know  if  the
meat they were buying on the market might
be idol sacrifice meat. To make matters worse,
they  did  not  know  if  they  could  eat  with
unbelieving friends,  because it  might be idol
sacrifices that would be presented to them.
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Paul had to handle this matter very carefully
because he wanted to prevent any believer
from getting hurt  in  his  faith.  So he starts  by
telling something about these idols.  Are they
really  the  mighty  gods  that  their  worshipers
want  to  pretend  to  be?  Today  there  are
among the Hindus the "mighty" gods Chrishna,
Vishnu and Shiva and many others. Paul states
unequivocally that there is only one true God.
Of course, this does not mean that there are
no other supernatural beings. The devil has a
very  large  hold  on  the  unbelievers,  and  his
demons pretend to be very artistic as "gods" so
that the devil can rule over the unbeliever.

Paul's  argument is:  if  there are no other true
gods,  then  a  believer  can  eat  any  idol
sacrifice with confidence. After all, everything
was  created  by  GOD,  and  we  may  not
declare what He created unclean. However,
there is a very big condition attached: when
you eat something that you know was an idol
sacrifice, you have to keep the above in mind.
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If  you take the idol into account at all,  then
you no longer give glory to GOD, but to the
devil, and then it is sin.

However,  there is  another twist  in  the cable:
not all believers are equally strong in their faith.
For most of us, this issue is not a problem at all,
but  someone  who  is  weak  in  his  faith  can
easily  stumble  when such a thing comes his
way. So if  he sees me (who is  strong) eating
idol sacrifices, then he may think that it is only
right to bring honor to the idol. So, for the sake
of it, I'd rather refrain from it.

What  are  the  practical  implications  for  us
today?  Most  of  us  never  deal  with  idol
sacrifices,  do  we?  We  can  apply  this,  for
example, to many of our church traditions. To
give  an  example:  in  the  Dutch  Reformed
Church  the  worship  services  were  done
"quietly  and  quietly"  for  many  years.  Hands
were never raised or hands clapped or similar
"disagreements", because they are "sectarian".
However, it is now happening more and more
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that  members  are  using  their  Christian
freedom to break away from these traditions.
For  some  members,  however,  it  is  a  big
problem, and for their sake we must be careful
not  to  change everything with  a  big  cheer.
Unfortunately, the term “weak brother” is often
totally misused, and people hide behind it to
get their own meaning.

On  another  level,  however,  there  are  issues
such as the use of alcohol. For some believers,
any  use  of  alcohol,  even  wine,  is  a  major
problem. For others, it is not a problem at all,
as long as it is not abused. For the sake of the
person who has a problem, it is  better if  you
prefer not to drink with him at all. In the same
way,  it  would  be  a  great  grief  to  a  Jewish
believer  if  I  ate  with  him  and  served  pork,
because they usually still follow the old Jewish
traditions.

The big secret is love: if we fall in love with our
fellow  believers,  these  things  will  not  be  a
problem for anyone.
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Prayer:

Lord, thank you for the wonderful freedom you
have given me as a believer. Please help me
not to abuse it.
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Friday 11 September

Questions About the Holy Spirit

Galatians 3: 1-6

Audio

How important is an “experience with the Holy
Spirit”? With this question, I might stir a hornet’s
nest  this  morning,  because  different  people
understand  different  things  under  this  term,
and some people can get very hot under the
collar  if  you  just  mention  it.  In  the  Dutch
Reformed Church there has been a tradition
for  many  years  that  you  do  not  even  talk
about  this,  because  it  is  "Charismatic"  or
maybe even "sectarian".

1 Cor 13 is a very popular passage of Scripture,
often  for  the  wrong reasons.  This  passage  is
about the excellence of love, and then it says
that  love  is  much  more  important,  even  as
Spiritual  experiences.  However,  this  does  not
mean that an experience with the Holy Spirit is
unimportant  or  inferior.  However,  we  in  the
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Dutch  Reformed Church  often  want  to  wish
away experiences with the Holy Spirit.

Paul  writes  to  the  Galatians  about  basically
the same problem. In their case, however, it is
the  Law  of  Moses  that  has  become  more
important to them than the Holy Spirit. Paul is
quite  impatient  when  he  writes  about  this,
because  the  law  cannot  save  anyone,  but
something happened to those people when
he preached the gospel to them at the time,
which made their faith burning. What was it?
They received the Holy Spirit. From what Paul
writes, one can deduce that the work of the
Holy Spirit could be seen in a very clear way in
their  lives  after  their  conversion.  We  do  not
know exactly what happened there, because
Paul  does  not  mention  it,  but  we  can  only
guess. Possibly it was the fruit of the Spirit that
manifested itself  to such an extent that they
literally  radiated,  or  it  could  have  been  the
speaking  of  foreign  languages  or  something
like that. In verse 4 we read the words: "Was
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your  suffering then in  vain?"  This  verse could
also be translated with the words, "Was all that
you  experienced  then  in  vain?",  referring  to
the powerful works of the Holy Spirit that Paul
speaks of in verse 5.

What  Paul  is  really  saying  here  is  that  God
gave the Holy Spirit to each of these people
after  hearing  the  gospel  of  Paul.  Paul
therefore preached the gospel according to
God's  will  -  his  preaching was correct.  This  is
why he asks them over and over the question,
how then did they receive the Holy Spirit. Only
later  did  the  false  teachers  come  and  stuff
other things into their heads, thus completely
distorting Paul's message.

It  is  important  to  know  what  a  tremendous
change  the  gospel  brought  about  at  that
time. In an old established tradition of idolatry,
these  people  suddenly  had  to  accept  a
whole new view. They had to reconcile with a
religion that often makes no sense at all and
that is  radically  different  from what they are
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used to. A mere human reasoning could never
bring them to other insights - only the powerful
work of the Holy Spirit. Not only did it change
their  thinking to abandon all  their  gods now
and  to  believe  in  only  one  God  who 
sacrificed  His  Son  for  them,  but  their  whole
lifestyle changed. Hate, revenge and anxiety
had to make way for love.

And  today?  What  difference  does  the  Holy
Spirit make in the lives of our modern people? I
think we should be bitterly ashamed if we only
think  of  what  little  difference  we  are  often
willing to yield to. We are not willing to allow
the Holy Spirit to bring about a radical change
in  our  lives.  After  all,  God has  not  changed
since Paul's time! So what changed then?

It  may  be  a  combination  of  a  number  of
things:  firstly,  we  have  been  taught  in  the
church over many years that one must keep
your  Christianity  very  sedately.  You  do  not
want  to  be  branded  as  someone  who  is
"Charismatic"?  Secondly,  I  think  that  our
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modern life with its extremely scientific way of
thinking and advanced technology also  has
something to do with it. Anything that cannot
be scientifically proven is often dismissed as a
myth. Faith in Jesus Christ, and the working of
the Holy  Spirit  is  such an "unprovable"  affair,
and  so  you  keep  it  quiet  or  you  might  be
laughed at. Someone told me a while ago, for
example,  that  he  cannot  believe  in  God,
because then how is it  possible to believe in
Someone  who  is  omnipresent?  This  is
impossible! "I cannot believe in something that
is impossible", was his sad reasoning.

It has become time for us to give the Holy Spirit
free  rein  in  our  lives.  Thank  you  that  many
congregations  are  awakening,  and  that  we
can see wonderful change there. My prayer is
that it  will  also leaven through to individuals,
and that you and I will allow the Holy Spirit to
fully control our lives, so that we will become
burning and useful in God's kingdom.

Prayer:

119



Holy Spirit, please come and set my mind free
so that I  can give You free rein in my life to
work in me and through me.
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Where Does Glossolalia Fit in?

1 Corinthians 14: 1-25

Audio

I  am  sitting  in  the  doctor's  consulting  room,
preoccupied  with  my  own  thoughts.  The
consulting room is full - it's going to be a long
wait this morning. A mother comes in with her
son. He sees the closet of  toys in  the corner
and chooses to head straight for it. I wonder
what kind of toy he is going to choose there.
The boy grabs  this,  leaves that  and then he
pulls something out of the depths of the closet
that makes my hair stand on end. Who would
be so stupid as to throw a recorder between
the toys  in  a doctor’s  surgery? There  silence
must prevail!

The boy's face radiates. He draws his lungs full
of  air  and blows  with  all  his  might.  One old
gentleman who had fallen asleep almost fell
from his chair. An awful screeching whistle on
one false note fills the room. Then he discovers
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that  if  he closes  the holes,  he can produce
other sounds as well. The "music" he makes has
no rhythm and no tune, and I want to cover
my ears. But the boy is in ecstasy! He is the only
one  in  the  whole  room  who  enjoys  and
understands his performance. Mercifully, Mom
finally  comes to  everyone's  rescue,  much to
Junior's dismay!

Paul  dedicates  the  entire  chapter  1  of
Corinthians 14 to glossolalia, that is, the use of
unusual  languages  or  sounds,  as  well  as
prophecy,  the  gift  of  proclaiming  GOD's
message.  He  begins  by  explaining  that
glossolalia  and  prophecy  must  be
comprehensible, and that it must be able to
build  up  not  only  believers  but  also
unbelievers.  He then explains that it  must be
done in an orderly manner. In the concluding
section  of  the  chapter  he  summarizes
everything.  He  asks  that  these  things  should
not be forbidden, but should be used in such a
way that there is order in the worship service.
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Worship  services  in  those  years  were  totally
different  from  those  to  which  we  are
accustomed today in our ordained Reformed
churches.  There was absolutely no guidance
from any person. It gave any member of the
congregation,  regardless  of  their  origin  or
status,  the  right  to  stand  up  and  make  a
contribution to the service. It could be a word
of  wisdom,  a  Psalm,  a  revelation  or  a
pronunciation in a foreign language or sound,
everything was acceptable.

Unfortunately,  people  competed  with  each
other. Some wanted to be the "superstars" and
gain  a  reputation  for  themselves.  Often
people even shouted at each other. Getting
an orderly  turn was often an insurmountable
task. There was much talk, little listening, and
very little made sense at the end of the day.
People went home angry at each other. It was
a sad situation of disorder.

Paul's goal was to achieve basically two things
with  this  writing:  firstly  to  restore  love  and
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peace among the believers, and secondly to
try to create order in the worship service.

The first great thorn in the flesh was glossolalia
which  was  so  horribly  abused  in  the
congregation.  They  had  to  understand  very
well what this gift  really is,  and how it should
be used properly.

Glossolalia, the utterance of strange sounds or
tongues,  is  actually  a  prayer  or  praise,  a
communication with GOD. It is certainly not an
understandable communication with people,
and it only serves to build up the person who
utters  it,  and  not  for  the  rest  of  the
congregation (1 Cor 14: 2-4).

On  occasion,  a  variety  of  Ballito  churches
attended  a  gathering.  When  the  person
taking  the  lead  said,  "Let's  pray  together,"
something  followed  that  I  was  totally
unprepared  for.  All  around  me  everyone
suddenly  started praying aloud at  the same
time,  some in  foreign languages.  For  me,  as
well  as  for  quite  a few other  people from a
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Reformed tradition, it was total disorder. What
started  as  a  great  spiritual  experience  had
completely ruined everything for me. Many of
those  involved  simply  did  not  attend  similar
events  again.  What  was  supposed  to  bring
believers together, drove believers apart.

Paul uses the analogy of a flute playing only a
jumble  of  sounds,  like  that  boy  in  the
consulting room. It hurts your ears, but if there
is a recognizable tune, it  is  a totally different
matter.  If  speaking  in  languages  is  not
accompanied  by  a  Spirit-inspired
interpretation  of  it,  then  it  should  rather  be
omitted.

Prophecy,  on  the  other  hand,  the
proclamation  of  the  Word,  is  of  far  greater
significance.  It  establishes  people and builds
up  the  congregation.  It  brings  together
believers  from  diverse  denominations  as  a
close unit.

Is  it  then  wrong  to  speak  in  tongues?  No,
definitely not! Paul did the same (verse 18). But
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if you want to do it, then it has to be done in
the right place and time, so that no one will
be upset by it.

Prayer:

Lord, please give me the wisdom to use the
gifts  You have given me at the right time so
that people will be established through it and
so that it will be done to Your glory.
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The Very Best Gift

1 Corinthians 13: 1-7

Audio

Angel speech, echo cymbals,
if I do not love then I only make noise.
Where is my friendlyness, where is my

patience?
Without it, I am in debt with love!

Boasting and envy and also arrogance,
seeking self-interest, oh the touchyness!
Keep account of evil and rejoice over

injustice.
With that in my life, love has disappeared!

But love.
It rejoices and it laughs when the truth

triumphs.
Is tolerant, imperishable, greater than anything

here.
Prophecies will perish, tongues will cease to

exist,
But love, that will last forever,
Love will never ever perish.
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Do I have the gift to preach well,
Do I have faith to even break mountains.

I sacrifice my body to boast,
Without love, everything is doomed.

Languages will cease, as will knowledge and
sounds.

All that will be left is the hope immortal.
Now there remains hope and faith and also

love.
But the greatest of all is the precious love.

Yes, love.
It rejoices and it laughs when the truth

triumphs.
Is tolerant, imperishable, greater than anything

here.
Prophecies will perish, tongues will cease to

exist,
But love, that will last forever.

1 Cor 13 inspired me to write the song above.
You can listen to it at Engeletale.
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1 Corinthians 13 is  probably one of the most
read passages in the New Testament. Yet this
is probably the part we pay the least attention
to. Oh yes, the concept is beautiful, but when
it  comes  to  its  practical  implementation,  it
often falls far short for most believers.

Paul describes the gift of love as the very best
gift. It's so easy to get a swollen head with any
of the spiritual gifts, and maybe want to blow
your own trumpet. "I have received the gift of
healing, and now I am a level higher than my
fellow believers!" or "I speak in tongues, I have
progressed further  on the path  of  faith  than
the poor guys who do not!" However, we have
seen  from  the  previous  daily  passages  that
these gifts were not given to us for ourselves,
but to glorify God in the first place, and then
at  the  same  time  to  build  up  our  fellow
believers. And the most important thing is that
it  should  all  happen  in  humility  and  full
dependence on the Giver of the gifts.
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Everything  ultimately  boils  down  to  love,
because by living your gifts, you are showing
love  to  your  fellow-man.  Love  is  not  just  a
feeling, but it is also deeds. Love also does not
differentiate  between people,  but  the same
love that you show towards someone close to
your  heart,  you  must  also  be  able  to  show
towards someone who is repulsive to you. It is
not easy!

1 Corinthians 13 is a wonderful poem that Paul
wrote to illustrate love. It is divided into three
parts. In the first he tells how essential love is. In
the second he makes clear what love IS and
what it is NOT, and in the third part he sings the
immortality of love.

In  verses  1  to  3,  Paul  wants  to  make it  very
clear that the most beautiful gifts we live are
absolutely useless if they are not lived with the
right attitude. It does not matter how noble my
gift  is,  whether  it  is  the  gift  of  healing  or
tongues,  or  prophecy,  without  the  right
attitude  it  means  nothing.  It  could  even  be
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that I risk my life for others or that I give away
all my possessions to help the poor. However, if
these things in any way mean that I want to
gain fame for myself from this, then it is totally
meaningless.  And  if  it  is  run  without  the
necessary love, then I  have become just  an
empty tin that makes noise.

What are the characteristics of love? Patience
and kindness, even if your patience is tested to
the limit and someone is harassing you. There is
no place for envy, and self-interest does not
matter.  Arrogance,  envy,  and  boasting  are
things  far  removed  from  true  love.  Total
forgiveness, which means forgive and forget, is
one of the hallmarks of love in your life, and so
is tolerance.

Every believer should read 1 Cor 13 every so
often,  and  mirror  his  life  in  it,  because  you
forget so easily. Am I really still living love as the
Lord expects of me? Have I ever mastered the
very best gift the Lord has given me?

Prayer:
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Lord, I  have to lower my head in shame this
morning, because my life is falling so far short
of living out my love. Please help me to truly
love.

132



Questions about Holy Communion

Hebrews 13: 9-16

Audio

Today's  topic  is  a  very  simple  one,  at  least
that's  what  it  looks  like.  We  all  know  the
customs surrounding Holy Communion, and it’s
meaning, or so we think, but it's not as simple
as  it  seems.  Why  do  we  celebrate  Holy
Communion as we do today, and where do
the customs come from?

There is the famous story of the little girl  who
stood  and  watched  her  mother  cook  a
chicken.  "Mom,  why  is  mommy breaking  off
her  wings?"  she  wanted  to  know.  "Because
Grandma taught me so," the mother replied.
The little girl  was not happy with the answer,
and then she went to ask Grandma why you
have  to  break  off  the  chicken's  wings,  and
again  the  answer  came  that  she  learned  it
from her mother. When the little girl finally saw
Great-grandma,  she  was  very  curious  about
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the chicken wings. "No, my child", comes the
shaky old voice, "in those years my saucepan
was too small, I first had to break off the wings
so the chicken would fit in."

I  have  now  always  assumed  that  Holy
Communion  is  celebrated today  in  this  way
because  the  earliest  church  did  it  so.  I  was
wrong!

Of course, we all know that Holy Communion
originated  on  the  night  before  Jesus'
crucifixion,  when He and His  twelve disciples
ate the Passover together. Several years later
we  deduce  from  Paul's  letter  to  the
Corinthians that the believers regularly held a
communal  meal,  where  the  congregation
members brought their food and wine to the
worship service to enjoy it together, and thus
also celebrate Holy Communion. It was not just
a symbolic meal with a piece of bread and a
few drops of wine, but a proper meal.

More  than  a  thousand  years  passed  before
the  custom  around  Holy  Communion  was
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properly  looked  at  again.  Meanwhile,  the
Roman Church had the Mass where a form of
daily  communion  celebration  was  involved.
When Martin Luther nailed his 95 statements of
reform  to  the  church  door  in  Wittenberg  in
1517,  things  began  to  change,  but  Holy
Communion remained very  much the same.
Zwingly,  another  great  Reformer,  proposed
major changes a few years later,  and in the
end  it  was  Calvin  who  instituted  a  proper
exposition  of  the  communion  customs.
According  to  him,  it  had  to  be  celebrated
every week, because preaching of the Word
had  to  be  accompanied  by  celebration  of
Holy  Communion.  For  practical  reasons,  the
weekly celebration later became monthly and
even  quarterly.  Furthermore,  the  whole
character of Communion celebration has also
changed over the years. What was originally a
joyous meal has systematically changed into
one of mourning and sorrow.
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Even in our own Afrikaans history, the customs
surrounding  Communion  have  changed
drastically over the past 100 years. During my
grandfather's  time  in  Machadodorp,  a
Communion  easily  lasted  two  weeks,  where
farmers came from far and wide and camped
out on the town square. There was catechism,
marriage,  church  service  and  Holy
Communion.  Even  when  I  was  a  child,
Communion was still a very big event, lasting a
whole  weekend  of  preparatory  services,
reflection,  thanksgiving  and  a  communion
service.  Today  it  has  totally  watered  down,
and we are certainly doing far too little of it.
The wonderful symbolism of Holy Communion
often passes us by, because for many people
it has only become an essential ritual, a piece
of tradition that flies by in a fleeting moment
during an ordinary worship service.

How we should celebrate Holy Communion is
unfortunately not explained to us anywhere in
the  Bible.  However,  the  writer  of  Hebrews
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explains  to  us  some  very  important  things
about Holy Communion: During this occasion
we symbolically  eat  the body and blood of
Jesus. But it is a very exclusive event that he
says should be celebrated "outside the lager".
The intention with this is that Holy Communion
is  only  meant  for  believers,  and  that  an
unbeliever may not participate in this at all. A
third thought that the author leaves with us is
that with Holy Communion we offer a sacrifice
of  praise  to  God  through  Jesus,  when  we
thereby confess His Name. By participating in
Holy  Communion,  the  believer  also  tells  the
world  that  we  believe  in  Jesus'  atoning
sacrifice.

What are you and I doing with this memorial
meal? Is it still a special joyous occasion for us
to  honour  Him?  Or  is  it  just  a  piece  of
incomprehensible  tradition?  And  then  I  also
want  to  talk  especially  to  the  pastors  this
morning:  what  are  you  doing  to  make  Holy
Communion  a  special  experience  for  your
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congregation? Please do not let this become
just a formality that needs to be settled. Please
spare  no  pains  to  make  it  a  wonderful
encounter with Jesus for your congregation.

Prayer:

Lord, so often Holy Communion has flown past
me.  Help  me  to  experience  it  again  as
something very special.
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Rituals and Tradition

Hebrews 9: 1-14

Audio

It was 1967, and the church choir had to give
a large performance. Our choirmaster drilled
us  till  our  tongues  hung  out,  because
everything had to be perfect. He got excited.
"Carry on!" he gestures as he disappears from
the choir gallery. We sing our hearts out, and
in heaven the angels  clap their  hands. Back
and forth choirmaster runs through the church
to  make  sure  the  choir  sounds  good
everywhere. "Now!" he roars from somewhere.
Then I gasp for breath. It is a violation of the
church's holiness!  How can he! He stands on
the pulpit of all places and conducts. No one
dares to go up there, in the holiest of places
except  the  pastor!  I  was  shocked  to  my
foundations!

Promoting  your  religion  is  a  very  dangerous
practice. To regard a certain place as "holy",
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such  as  declaring  the  pulpit,  or  even  the
church building sacred, is wrong. I remember
a time when there were so many prescriptions
of dress code for church. The church council
was obliged to wear black suits and white ties.
The women had to wear hats and the men sat
steaming  in  their  suits  and  ties  in  the  hot
regions of the country. And on top of that, the
poor pastor was punished with a toga over his
suit! Every Sunday! There was a specific course
of  worship  that  no  one  dared  to  change.
When  the  doors  of  the  vestry  open,  the
congregation  stands  up  like  one  man  and
sings:  "Lord Jesus,  we are together" -  do you
remember?  Then  there  were  the  formulary
prayers that the pastor had to read word-for-
word  during  Communion.  Someone  once
called it  a "hypocrite-hypocrite,  amen" ritual!
There  was  an  inflexibility  in  the  form  and
course of the worship service, and within this
people  felt  safe,  because  that  is  how  one
worships God.
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Of course, there must be order in Religion, but
if  that  order  becomes  so  rigid  that  it
determines  your  religion,  then  it  becomes
dangerous.  Then it  is  about Religion and not
about  the  Gospel  message.  If  you  want  to
convey the Gospel purely and effectively, the
form of the religious practice must conform to
the message, and not the other way around.
Form religion gives you a false security. I myself
felt  safe  in  the  church  for  years  because  I
made the right noises and followed the right
precept. One day, however, I found out with
great shock that I was actually lost inside the
church!

We often still  practice form religion today. To
soothe the conscience, you read a verse from
the Bible  at  bedtime at  night,  often  without
even  thinking  about  what  you  are  reading.
The Lord speaks to us through His Word, and to
deal with it in this way is an insult to Him! If you
do not have time to truly  listen to Him, then
rather  leave  it  altogether!  There  are  many
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similar examples, such as how do we handle
prayer,  and  why  we  give  thanksgiving
offerings.  It  is  often  just  to  soothe  the
conscience or to show other people that we
are doing the right thing.

One  of  the  greatest  problems  of  the  Old
Testament  temple  service  was  the  excessive
emphasis on the outward form of religion. The
writer  of  Hebrews describes  here the sequel,
and we find that every ritual has been worked
out  in  great  detail.  With  great  charm  he
describes  the  furniture  of  the  temple:  the
candlestick,  the  table,  and  the  sacrificial
bread.  In  the  front  part  of  the  tent  of  the
covenant only priests were allowed, and there
they represented the people. They also had to
go  through  certain  cleansing  rituals  before
they could enter there. Then there was the veil
behind which was the most holy place where
only  the  high  priest  could  enter,  for  there
dwells God! There was the ark of the covenant
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and other sacred objects, and there the high
priest offered a sacrifice every year.

However, Jesus Christ came to serve as High
Priest in the perfect heavenly covenant tent.
For  Him  it  was  only  necessary  to  enter  the
sanctuary  once  to  offer  a  sacrifice.  His
sacrifice was not  the blood of  calves,  goats
and bulls, but His own, precious blood that He
came to shed for us as human beings as an
eternal  atoning  sacrifice,  so  that  sacrifices
would never, ever be needed again.

Of course, the rituals and sacrifices of the Old
Testament  served  a  purpose.  It  pointed
forward to the great sacrifice of Jesus. Today,
rituals are completely unnecessary, unless they
have  to  convey  a  specific  message.  When
performing  a  ritual,  we  must  be  extremely
careful  to  have  the  right  mindset.  Holy
Communion is such a "ritual" that can be easily
abused,  for  example,  or  used  out  of
superstition. You can so easily think that your
sins  have  been  washed  away  just  because
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you used Communion. This is an illusion! Only
the atoning blood of Jesus can free you from
sin! Holy Communion is a memorial to remind
us  of  that.  Indeed,  your  life  is  radically
transformed  the  day  you  taste  Jesus'
atonement,  and  it  makes  you  look  at  the
rituals through totally new eyes.

Prayer:

Thank  You for  Your  great  sacrifice,  Lord.  Let
me never forget that for one moment.
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Confession of Faith

Hebrews 1: 1-4

Audio

Hebrews  begins  with  a  confession  of  faith
about  Jesus.  What  do  we  believe  about
Jesus?  The  writer  wants  to  clarify  this  point
before proceeding with his writing so that we
will know of Whom he is writing.

Believers are often overwhelmed by a world of
unbelief, or so it sometimes feels to us. "God is
dead!"  we hear  people  say.  Questions  such
as: “How can there be a God when the world
is  in  such  a  mess?  Where  was  God  on
September  11,  2001?  And  where  was  God
when the Tsunami hit the East, sending shock
waves right  around the world? Do you think
that if  there really  is  a God, He would allow
Covid 19? Just  look at  the situation in  South
Africa  today  with  all  the  violence  and
corruption! ”
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When  confronted  with  such  derogatory,
unbelieving questions and statements, the first
few verses of Hebrews are like the refreshment
of a cool fountain in the scorching heat of an
arid desert. The writer of Hebrews then wants
to tell us right at the beginning of his sermon,
with  this  confession  of  faith,  that  we  can
believe in Jesus with certainty.

In the first verses of Hebrews, the author leads
us to believe that Jesus made this world. This is
not  just  a  trivial  statement.  Just  think  for  a
moment exactly what that means. When the
author  says  that  Jesus  made  the  world,  he
automatically includes the universe. Today, of
course, we know that the world is  but a tiny
speck in the universe.

But  let's  forget  for  a  moment  about  the
indescribably large space out there, and we
just  look  at  the  things  here  right  around  us.
Here, where I sit writing the devotional, in front
of  me,  the Mango tree is  in  full  bloom,  and
thousands of bees and other insects come to
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take part in the festival. The weavers descend
on the bird seed from time to time, and the
fresh  morning  air  is  filled  with  chirping  and
chattering.  A  few  bronze  mannikins  and
sparrows, and even two Blue-billed Firefinches
come to sit here on the ground in front of me
pecking seeds.

My  heart  beats  wildly as  I  notice  the  quirky
Hoopooo with its needle-thin beak where he
searches for  crickets  on the lawn. Its  colorful
black and orange crest  stands  up streight in
the  early  morning  sun.  A  Fork-tailed  Drongo
comes to sit perky on a twig on the lookout for
bugs, its pitch-black feathers glistening.

I have seen these wonders so many times, but
each time it  is  an unforgettable experience.
Those colors no artist can imitate! I have tried
several  times  to  capture  it  with  my camera,
but each time I am disappointed in the result,
because  how  can  you  ever  imitate  Jesus'
creation?
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Despite the fact that mankind is trying so hard
to  destroy  Jesus'  wonderful  creation,  He  still
maintains  it.  He's  still  in  control!  Of  course,  it
does not take away our own responsibility to
stop wasting His  creation! On the contrary:  it
places a great responsibility on us to respect
and  cherish  creation,  because  it  is  the
handiwork of Jesus!

The  author  gasps  with  amazement  as  he
describes how the glory of God radiates from
Jesus. The Hebrew writer's confession becomes
a bubbling praise to Him who is exalted above
everyone and everythingl. "He is the Image of
the Being of God", he rejoices.

A creed simply cannot be complete if you do
not  also  confess  that  Jesus  is  the  One  who
brought  about  the  cleansing  of  sins.  Here  it
may only be mentioned in a single sentence,
but  there  is  much  more  to  this  thought.
Purification  of  sins  entailed  that  Jesus,  the
Almighty  Ruler  and  Creator-God,  had  to
humble  Himself  to  be  born  as  a  baby  in  a
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stinking stable, and that He had to go through
all  the  humiliations  to  which  a  child  was
subjected in those years. He was driven out of
His  own  hometown,  and  He  was  yelled  at
several  times.  He  was  falsely  accused,
tortured, and nailed to the cursed cross. So He
had to pay for your sins and mine, and so He
brought about the cleansing of sins.

But now, according to verse 3, He sits "at the
right hand of the Majesty in the high heavens."
He is exalted, even above all the angels.

Before  Jesus  we  can  only  fall  into  worship
when we read how holy and exalted He is. We
never  dare  to  forget  that  He  is  not  just  a
“playmate”,  or  Someone  who  is  only  there
when we are suddenly in trouble. No, Jesus is
the Name above all names, Beautiful Saviour,
Glorious Lord, Emmauel, God with us, Blessed
Redeemer, Living Word! Let us rejoice today in
our  praise  to  Him,  while  at  the  same  time
knowing that He, who is so exalted, has mercy
on you and me.
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Prayer:

Jesus,  I  praise  You  because  You  are  great
above all!
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Faith and Actions

James 2: 14-26

Audio

"Everything,  everything  is  grace,  undeserved
favour alone." These are the words of a well-
known  old  church  song.  Now  I’m  just
wondering,  if  absolutely  everything  is  grace,
and  I  know  that  I  have  been  chosen  and
saved and on my way to heaven, can I just sit
back and enjoy the ride? I do not need to do
anything further,  because my faith  will  carry
me through to eternity?

If you have planted a patch of vegetables in
your backyard, you can just sit back and pick
the juiciest  vegetables  a month or  two later
without  moving  a  finger.  In  your  dreams!
Nothing  will  come  from  it!  The  weeds  are
going to penetrate it, it is going to dry out and
the pests are going to devour it  long before
you  can  get  to  it.  If  you  want  to  reap  the
rewards of your labour, it will mean you have
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to nurture that little garden of yours, pull  out
weeds,  fertilize,  water  and  chase  away  the
bugs. Only then will you see results.

Many  people  also  see  their  faith  as  an
individualistic,  personal  matter  that  does  not
affect anyone else. I read my Bible and pray,
and  furthermore  people  should  not  torment
me, because my faith is MY faith. On Sunday I
go to church, listen to the pastor's sermon, and
after that I walk the shortest possible way back
to  the  car  without  interfering  with  the  other
people.  My  faith  has  nothing  to  do  with
anyone else!

That is not faith, says James. Your faith must be
visible and tangible. It must be alive otherwise
your  faith  is  dead.  The things you do should
confirm  your  faith.  The  question  then  is
whether it is your good deeds that bring you to
heaven?  Very  definitely  not!  It's  only  God's
grace,  but  your  faith  is  like  that  vegetable
garden: if it is not constantly worked on, then it
flops.  James  takes  the  example  of  a  very
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devout congregation member who prays the
most  beautiful  thing  for  a  person  in  need:
“May it go well with you; go and dress warmly
and eat enough. ” the poor man who hears
this blessing has nothing to wear! And he has
nothing to eat.  It  is  not a blessing he needs,
but food and clothing! Then rather say nothing
and  just  give  something  for  his  needs.  Faith
must turn into deeds.

But what about different gifts? One may have
the  gift  of  deeds,  and  another  the  gift  of
works? James says that faith is not an invisible
thing  in  the  heart  or  head,  but  something
concrete that you can see and experience.

Does  my  confession  of  faith  mean  nothing
then? Statistics show that 70% of South Africans
are  Christians.  So  then  we  are  the  most
religious  country  in  the  whole  world!  James,
however,  says  that  a  creed alone does  not
say  that  you  are  a  believer.  In  Mark  5:  7  a
crazy man comes up with the most beautiful
confession  of  faith.  He  addresses  Jesus  as
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"Jesus,  Son  of  the  Most  High".  But  he  was
terribly afraid of Jesus because it was an evil
spirit  in  him  that  spoke.  Several  other  cases
have  also  been  recorded  where  evil  spirits
recognized Jesus  as  the Son of  God.  James
says that the evil spirits also believe in God and
acknowledge Him.

What makes their  faith different? Abraham is
mentioned as an example of what a true faith
should  entail.  He  trusted  God  so
unconditionally  that  he  was  even  willing  to
sacrifice his only son at God's command. Two
aspects come to the fore here, unconditional
trust  and  practicality.  Abraham  not  only
trusted, but physically took his son and bound
him on the altar. He was about to slaughter his
son when God stopped him. The story is told of
a  tightrope  walker  who  stretched  his  rope
across the Niagra waterfall. However, when he
asked for a volunteer to climb on his shoulders,
no one was willing to risk it. True faith is to add
deeds to the  word.
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Indeed, our deeds count with God. No, it does
not  save  you,  because  everything  is  grace.
Only the merits of Jesus' atonement can save
you. The question, however, is what do you do
with  that  faith  that  God gives  you?  Do you
hide  it  under  a  measuring  bucket  or  let  it
bloom? The choice is yours!

Prayer:

Thank you for  the faith  you have given me,
Lord.  Please  also  give  me  the  zeal  and
strength to live that faith to the fullest.
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Desires

James 4: 1-10

Audio

James writes in verse 3:  "And when you ask,
you do not receive it,  because your motives
are bad; you ask for things to use for your own
pleasures."

Something  that  we  notice  a  lot  in  rugby
matches  these  days  is  that  many  of  the
players  take it  very religiously.  You often see
that  when  a  player  scores  a  try,  he  points
upwards to say, "I give all the glory to God"?
This  is  something  that  happens  very  often
among the believing players. And if you could
peek into the locker room before a game, you
would  often  see  a  team praying  together.  I
have also  seen on several  occasions  how a
team  puts  their  heads  together  after  the
game,  right  there  on  the  field,  and  prays
together and thanks the Lord for the game.
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This  leaves us  with a few questions:  Why did
the  Sharks  win  a  particular  game?  Was  it
because  they  might  have prayed harder  or
more  faithfully  than  the  Bulls?  And  what
happens when two teams pray equally hard?
Which team's prayer will the Lord answer? Is it
ever right to pray that your team will win? But
then,  what  does  rugby  have  to  do  with
desires?

James  speaks  to  the  faith  community,  and
there  are  some  very  harsh  words:  There  is
division,  unrest,  strife  and  slander  in  the
congregation,  and  peace  can  only  be
restored  if  the  Word  rules  again  and  if  the
desires  of  the people  are  crucified.  Yes,  the
selfish desires of believers are often the cause
of  strife  and  conflict.  If  you  think  carefully
about the tenth commandment, you will find
that it is the core of the other commandments.
The  tenth  commandment  is  about  your
desires.  To  cite  one  example:  the  past  few
years have been marked by several  heinous
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assassinations.  The  reason  was  always
someone's  uncontrollable  evil  desires!  There
are many other examples of frightening things
caused  by  desires:  the  Cape  beaches  are
stripped of abalone to satisfy someone's desire
for  money,  money  and  more  money.  Poor
people are dragged in  here to  do the dirty
work and get caught. Our country's beautiful
scenery is brutally violated by mines of all kinds
to make some people stinking rich.  Their  lust
for  money causes  thousands of  rhinos  to  be
poached for their  horns.  In  our area, sand is
illegally mined in the Umvoti River, causing a
lot of damage. The breathtaking nature faces
destruction, and all because of one's desires.
But it is not only the scenery that suffers from
these  desires,  human  lives  are  also  cruelly
affected by it.

However,  it  is  not  just  far  away that  these
desires affect people. It is also in our everyday
lives. To get to the very top of society, people
are willing to totally trample on anyone who
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stands in their way, no matter how hurt people
get in the process. Desires also make people
commit  crime.  Our  homes  are  frequently
robbed;  cars  are  stolen;  hijackings  are  an
everyday  thing;  corruption  at  the  highest
levels; bribery - all these things are caused by
one single factor: desire! Desire for money and
desire for power.

"Yes",  you will  say, "other people's evil  desires
make life bitter for me!" The fact is, however,
that bad desires affect each of us on a much
more personal  level.  What does the believer
do if he wants something? He prays for it. Very
beautiful  and  noble!  The  Roman  writer  Pliny
complained  that  humans  were  abusing  the
gods  ears.  We  often  whine  so  much  about
material things from God that I think He gets
tired of listening to us. Our prayers are selfish,
and  mostly  they  stem  from  our  desires  for
material things. James says, “You do not have
what you want because you do not ask God
for it. And when you ask, you do not receive it,
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because  your  motives  are  bad;  you  ask  for
things  to  use  for  your  own pleasures.”  Harsh
words! For James, prayer was primarily about
wisdom. You must  ask that  God's  Word may
grow in you. Unfortunately, most of our prayer
is  usually  aimed  at  satisfying  our  own  selfish
desires. To put it bluntly: you are asking God to
help you become a sinful person!

Of  course,  not  all  desires  are  sinful,  and  of
course you may ask God for things. The great
thing is that we need to think carefully about
our prayer life, and also think carefully about
the desires that we carry in our hearts.  What
weighs the heaviest in my life? Is it a desire for
wealth, convenience or a high position? Or is
my desire to live closer to God? Is it to have a
great worldly knowledge, or is it rather to gain
a thorough knowledge of the Word of God? Is
my  prayer  about  the  victory  of  my  rugby
team,  or  is  it  about  the  victory  of  God's
Kingdom?

Prayer:
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Lord,  please direct  my thoughts  and desires,
and please teach me to pray according to
Your will.
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How Do I Handle Desires?

Ephesians 4: 17-24

Audio

Paul pleads with you and me this morning not
to  live  like  gentiles  anymore.  By  gentiles  he
means unbelievers.  The behaviour of gentiles
of  that  time,  makes  the  hair  on  your  neck
stand  upright!  Drunk  parties  and  sex  orgies
were  commonplace,  and  many  of  these
things were practised in  the temples of  their
idols.  There  were  often  even  temple  harlots
appointed  in  the  temples.  There  were  a
multitude  of  idols  worshipped.  Some  of  the
temples still stand today.

And  then  there  were  the  Romans.  They
conquered  the  whole  world  with  their  war
machine that simply ran over everything and
everyone.  Those  who  did  not  want  to  play
along  were  simply  destroyed.  They  were
bloodthirsty, not only in their battles, but also in
their relaxation. Think of the Colosseum that still
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stands in Rome today as a monument to the
many  people,  especially  Christians  who
perished there. Friends had to fight each other
to the death. Christians were fed alive to lions
or crushed by Gladiators, all just to satisfy the
Romans' bloodlust!

And  then,  of  course,  there  were  all  the
undercurrents  between the  men in  the  high
ranks.  Betrayal,  corruption,  murder,
backstabbing  (literally  and figuratively)  were
the order of the day. Even the emperors did
not escape it.

"Terrible!"  you  say?  Maybe,  but  is  that  not
exactly what is happening today, often even
much worse! Drunk parties are still the order of
the  day,  and  the  shocking  thing  is  that
nowadays it is not a shame to show up at work
with a hangover, you rather brag about it! In
the  bar,  the  men  brag  about  how  many
"innocent" girls they already can account for,
and when a bunch of women party, you hear
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just  how many men have been seduced by
them!

The idol  temples  may have changed a little
today,  but  they  are  still  there.  The  flashing
lights  of  the  many  gambling  houses  in  our
country shine brightly day and night. Slavedly
people  come  to  sacrifice  their  money  and
possessions  to  the  god  who  demands  more
and  more.  Sometimes  he  gives  something
back, only to swallow it  all  again later.  Then
there are the numerous strip clubs and next to
them the brothels. Indeed, they are illegal, but
for  the  sake  of  convenience,  the  authorities
turn a blind eye to it all.

Nor did the bloodthirsty violence of that time
escape  us  today.  Murder,  rape,  robbery,
hijacking  and  molestation  are  the  norm.
Corruption, backstabbing, fraud and theft are
commonplace, even in the very highest levels
in our country.

When Paul asks that we please do not live like
the gentiles, our first  response is immediately:
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"But  Christians  are  not  guilty  of  such  things!"
Really? A very well-known pastor launched an
urgent  campaign  against  gambling  a  few
years ago after he himself lapsed into it and
was  engulfed  by  the  gambling  devil.  Only
grace  saved  him  from  that  whirlpool.  Yes,
tragically,  it  is  usually  only  the  ministers  who
stumble who make the news. Someone told a
while ago about a pastor who came to him
pleading for help because he was trapped in
a cesspool of pornography.

I mention these things just to show that no one
is  infallible,  not  even  the  pastors.  Many
Christians  were  sucked  in  by  the  gambling
houses.  It  starts  with  an innocent  evening of
fun with some friends, and before you know it,
you're caught up in that net. The same goes
for all the other seductive things of the world. It
has everything to do with desires, sinful desires
that are consuming you more and more. An
"innocent" flirtation can arouse desires in you
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that later become an unquenchable fire and
end in tragedy.

"So get rid of your old self,  which made you
live as  you used to  — the old self  that  was
being destroyed by its deceitful desires." Paul
pleads  in  verse  23.  "Your  hearts  and  minds
must be made completely new, and you must
put on the new self, which is created in God's
likeness and reveals itself in the true life that is
upright and holy. ”

Christ set an example for us on how to live. He
has  shown  that  you  can  live  fully  without
surrendering  to  debauchery.  A  believer's  life
does not have to be boring and long-faced,
but stay away from the things that can arouse
sinful desires in you. Fill your life with beautiful
things, and there will be no more room for the
sinful things. If you engage in exciting activities
that are according to God's will, there simply
will  not be time to dwell on desires that lead
you to perdition.

Prayer:
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Please direct  my life  today so that  I  will  live
completely  according  to  Your  will,  and  be
holy as You ask of me.
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How Do I Deal With Negative Thoughts?

Philippians 4:8-9

Audio

Believers  are  often  plagued  by  negative
thoughts.  We so want to live positively,  living
out the joy of which Paul writes in Philippians.
But it's not that easy! Especially when we are
bombarded  on  social  media  and  even  the
news with heaps of negative things. How do I
overcome the negatives in my life?

Paul says in Philippians 3: 7-11 that above all
you must focus especially on knowing Jesus as
your Lord.

In  Philippians  3:  12-16 he says  that  you must
make an effort  to make Jesus'  kindness  truly
your own.

In Philippians 3: 17-4: 1 he says that the right
role  models  in  your  life  are  very  important.
What does your life look like as an example to
others?
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In Philippians 4: 4-7 he says that a bubbling joy
should be an integral part of every believer's
life.

And  then  comes  the  important  thing  in
Philippians 4: 8,9: Think right and do right!

When you make sausage, you put a mixture of
minced  meat  and  herbs  in  the  sausage
machine. The taste of the sausage that comes
out on the other side is determined by what
you put in it. In the same way, the things that
you put into your mind will determine what will
come out  of  the other  side of  this  "mill".  The
process  is  called:  GIGO -  Garbage  In,
Garbage Out.  In  short,  if  you  allow a  lot  of
rubbish  to  be  pumped  into  your  mind,  you
cannot expect anything other than rubbish to
come out on the other side.

In practice, this means that the type of books
and  magazines  you  read  can  contaminate
your  entire  world  of  thought.  The  numerous
gossip magazines that try to spot only the bad
in  people,  for  example,  have sprung up like
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mushrooms  in  recent  years.  I  wonder  how
many  times  court  cases  have  been  made
against  them  by  celebrities  who’se  honour
had been  offended.  You  should  also  not
forget  some  so-called  "family  magazines",
because  there  is  also  plenty  of gossip.  The
problem is that you get conditioned when you
read them, and gossip stories start to become
part of everyday life for you. Before you know,
you're just another link in the gossip network.
People get hurt, bitterly hurt through this. The
mere  fact  that  you  are  a  believer  and  still
participate in gossip stories causes unbelievers
to get the wrong idea of what a believer's life
should  look  like.  If  you  make  someone  turn
their back on faith through such things, then
you have committed spiritual murder!

However,  it  is  not  just  gossip  magazines  that
can  pollute  your  life.  Internet  pornography
pollutes  your  world  of  thought  and  life so
badly that it eventually begins to build a wall
between you and God. No, it  is not He who
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builds the wall,  but you yourself,  through the
mess you pump into your mind.

If you add to that a visit to a casino - just call it
by  its  name:  a  gambling  house,  then  things
only  get  worse.  The  constant  noise  of
gambling machines rumbling in your ears and
the flashing lights provoking you to throw more
and more and more money into the greedy
throat  of  the  gambling  glutton,  in  the  hope
that great luck will  strike you and millions will
fall out on your lap. It causes you to worship
the  goddess  of  fortune  and  in  the  process
completely forget about your dependence on
God. Once again, it drives a wedge between
you and the Lord.

In stark contrast, Paul encourages the reader
to focus instead on the beautiful things in life:
“those things that are good and that deserve
praise: things that are true, noble, right, pure,
lovely,  and honourable.”(v.  8).  these are the
things that should fill your mind and also your
life.  How do you do it?  By reading the right
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things,  and keeping yourself  busy with things
that are beautiful. Instead of reading an erotic
novel, read a Christian novel such as one of
the many Christian novels written by Francine
Rivers! Read the Bible with good commentary,
such as The Bible Millennium. Read passages
that you do not usually read, such as Micah,
Amos, Habakkuk, and Job, and see how the
Word comes to life  for  you!  Become part  of
Praise events, and see your spiritual life begin
to blossom. Become part of a cell group, and
you will find that you grow spiritually. Do these
things  sincerely,  and  you  will  find  that  sin  is
becoming less and less in your life.

This idea of Paul has a name: The 4:8 Principle! 

Prayer:

Lord, please give me the strength and will  to
throw out the ugly things in my life. Please fill
me with beautiful things.
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Once a Christian,
always a Christian?

Hebrews 10: 26-31

Audio

There is  a tense atmosphere in the camp of
the freedom fighters. How did the government
find  out  where  they  were  hiding?  Last  night
they  were shot  at,  and had to  flee  for  their
lives. For hours already, the leaders are busy.
However,  things  are  slowly  becoming  clear.
"Fernando!" The leader roars. Fernando shrinks.
He jumps up and tries to run away because he
knows  he's  guilty.  But  it's  already  too  late.
There  has  been  something  very  suspicious
about this man for a long time. Every so often
he  just  disappeared.  Now  everyone  knows:
Fernando is  a traitor!  He is  grabbed roughly.
His  anxious  screams  echoes  when  they  kick
and hit him. After all, he is responsible for the
death of several of his companions during the
previous night's  skirmish!  The firing-squad was
waiting for him!
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Terrible story! Horrible ending for a poor man!
But this man knew exactly what he was doing
when he  betrayed his  friends,  his  soulmates.
The ideology in which he believed,  became
worthless  to  him,  and  he  threw  it  away  to
associate himself with the enemy.

In many cases it was a struggle for survival for
the  early  church.  Just  look  at  how  the
Christians  were  uprooted  by  the  cruel  Nero.
They had to make an underground existence
to try and prevent someone from finding out
that they were Christians. Secret signs, like the
fish  were  used  to  recognize  each  other  as
fellow  Christians.  When  someone  from
paganism comes to repentance, he is actually
putting  his  own  life  at  risk.  Why  did  people
face such dangers and oppression to accept
the Christian  faith?  Oh,  the benefits  were of
course  infinite!  Being  a  child  of  God means
you are saved from the power of sin. It means
eternal  life  and  that  you  know  Jesus.  That
means grace!

174



However,  the  day  when  a  believer  decides
that he can no longer deal with this faith story,
then it is a terrible decision to make. Suddenly
he now becomes a danger to all the believers
he has come to know, because if he returns to
paganism, the great enemy, then he has no
choice but to prove his loyalty to them. Now
he has become a traitor who can cause any
believer's  torture  or  death.  It  is  against  this
background that we must read the passage in
Hebrews  10.  The  congregation  was
dependent  on  each  other  for  their  survival,
and any disloyalty was literally a matter of life
and death. If we then read that disloyalty will
be  severely  punished,  then  we must  not  be
surprised, because disloyalty  is  a very serious
matter.

But what does the author want to say to me
and you today? He makes it very clear that a
person who has deserted God will be severely
punished by Him. "But it doesn't make sense!"
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You want to cry out,  "God is  gracious! Love!
What happened to that?”

What does it mean to go astray? Sannie was a
lost soul, trapped in the world's sins. One day
she came to repentance powerfully. Her life is
burning for  Jesus,  and she participates  in  all
the  church  activities.  One  day  she  is
disappointed when things  don't  happen the
way  she  wants  them  to.  She  is  angry  and
remains  away from church.  Soon  she  came
out  less  and  less  to  the  congregation,  and
eventually  she  fell  into  a  life  of  sin  again.  If
someone speaks to her about her faith, he is
snubbed. Her confidence in Jesus is gone! She
became  a  traitor  who  joined  the  enemy
again. Impossible? No, definitely not! I've seen
this happen many times.

What  happens  to  such  a  person?  I  always
thought that once you are a Christian, you will
always  be  a  Christian!  So,  what  now?  Be
warned: you can lose your faith if you do not
persevere. The Bible teaches us in very clear
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language  that  God  is  infinitely  merciful  and
saves, but that the punishment for unbelief is
terrible.  "For  sin  pays  its  wage  –  death!"  we
read in  Rom.  6:23.  Matt.  25:41  describes  the
punishment as an eternal fire. "There he will cry
and grind his  teeth."  Jesus says about hell  in
Matt.  25:30.  This  terrible  judgment  and
punishment is not only for heathen and total
unbelievers,  but  also  for  a  believer  who has
drifted away from God, who has fallen into sin
and  has  lost  his  faith  and  denied  it.  As  it
happened to Judas Iscariot.

If it is you who you are reading of here today, I
can also give you good news today: there is
still  grace time! "You are stained red with sin,
but I will wash you as clean as snow." says Isa.
1:18.  God  will  still  save  and  forgive.  God's
grace  is  a  thousand  times  greater  than  His
punishment.  Even  David  and  Paul,  both
murderers,  were completely  forgiven.  Even if
you have totally strayed and denied Jesus, He
still stands there and pleads with you to come
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back and become God's  child  again.  Don't
you want to say to Him today "Yes"?

Prayer:

Lord,  I  can  easily  fall  into  sin  and  lose  you.
Please  give  me  perseverance  to  stand  firm
and hold your hand tight.
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How do I tell someone about Jesus?

Matthew 28: 16-20

Audio

For  the last  time before  His  ascension,  Jesus
has  one  last  announcement  for  the  eleven
disciples. It consists of a proxy announcement,
an assignment as well as a promise. Jesus has
power of attorney, all power belongs to Him! It
is therefore with authority that He commands
them.  His  mission  is  fourfold:  go,  make
disciples,  baptize  and  teach.  In  short,  the
mission assignment. The mission, therefore, is to
enter the wide world and establish the Gospel
of  Jesus  Christ  worldwide,  to  administer  the
sacrament  of  baptism  to  the  new believers.
They  must  then  train  these  new believers  so
that they can do the same again, as well as
serve  God  with  devotion.  When  Jesus  says
"make  disciples",  the  intention  is  not  only  to
lead  people  to  Jesus.  However,  it  is  very
important  that  these  converts  be  trained  to
become true disciples, who in turn go out to
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recruit  and train  disciples,  or  workers  for  the
Kingdom.

When Jesus spoke to those men, He actually
spoke to you and me as well.  Most Christian
believers today, however, have become "lazy"
or afraid of the commission, and just sit like a
sponge  and  absorb  all  the  beautiful  things
that come their way. Jesus' command to be
sent, however, applies to every Christian. You
and I today have exactly the same task as the
eleven men there on the mountain,  to carry
the Gospel to the world and make disciples.
Circumstances  have changed tremendously,
of  course,  but  today  we  have  the  most
wonderful means of spreading the good news,
internet,  whatsapp,  radio  and  many  more.
There are organizations like Open Doors that
smuggle Bibles into places where the Word is
forbidden.  Jesus'  command  to  you  this
morning is to get involved.

The question is, how can I get involved? How
can I also become a "sent out"?
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For most believers,  this  commission is  a huge
mountain.  How  do  I  tell?  Where  do  I  start?
What should I say? And the result is that few
people  ever  get  to  the  execution  of  the
assignment.

Over  the  years,  several  courses  have  been
compiled  on  how  to  spread  the  Gospel
effectively. Probably the best known of these
are EEIII and Faithful Witnesses. The question is,
do I have to take a course before I can share
the Gospel with someone else?

We  can  never  stress  enough  the  value  of
these courses. They are of great value. But any
believer has the ability to retell the good news
of  Jesus'  Salvation,  even  if  you  have  never
taken such a course.

In the next few days we will look at some very
important  thoughts.  This  is  not  an  instant
course in evangelism, but just a few guidelines.
The  question  is:  how  do  I  lead  someone  to
Jesus?
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The first step in leading someone to Jesus is to
find out if  the person is  saved or not.  A few
simple questions can give you the answer very
quickly.

"If you were to die today - where do you think
you would go?"

Someone who is unbelieving will  answer that
he does not know, or that he hopes to get to
heaven. Or maybe he will say outright that he
will definitely not reach heaven. However, we
must be careful with our assumption, because
there  are  also  believers  who  are  unsure
whether they are saved.

However, if someone says that he is going to
heaven, then it  is  not a foregone conclusion
that  he  is  a  believer.  According  to  some
people,  there  are  many  different  paths  to
heaven. So the second question helps you to
find out where the person's faith lies.

"When you come to the gates of heaven, and
the  Lord  asks  you  on  what  basis  He  should
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allow  you  in  His  Heaven  -  what  would  you
answer Him?"

Some people will  say that they go to church
regularly or read the Bible or pray or do good
to other people. All of these things are noble,
but  none  of  these  will  get  you  to  heaven.
Jesus is the only Way to Salvation.

Now you can tell the person the good news,
that God loves him very much, and that He
has a wonderful plan for the person's life. John
3:16 states, "God so loved the world, that he
gave his  only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in  him should not  perish,  but  have
everlasting life."  God wants  all  people to be
saved. In John 10:10 Jesus says, "I have come
that  they may have life,  and have it  to the
full." Acts 16:31 says, "Believe on the Lord Jesus,
and you will  be saved."  1  John 5:13 - “I  am
writing this to you so that you may know that
you have eternal life — you that believe in the
Son of God."

Tomorrow we will continue with this question.
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Prayer:

Lord, I  so want to work in Your vineyard and
make disciples for You. Teach me how to do it,
and please give me the zeal for it.
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How do I Tell? (part 2)

Romans 3: 21-31

Audio

The question is:  Then why are there so many
people who do not  have eternal  life?  What
turns people away from God's love?

The Scripture passage we are going to look at
today is probably the part most used by “soul
seekers”  (these  are  now  people  who  lead
others to Jesus.) Romans 3: 23-24 is the gospel
in a nutshell, and those few words has already
led to the rescue of numerous people. But this
refreshing fountain in the Bible only comes into
its  own  when  you  have  wrestled  with  the
preceding part of Romans.

In  previous  chapters,  you  and  I  have  been
pushed into a corner more and more, when
Paul,  with  finely  calculated  arguments,  asks
penetrating  questions  about  you,  questions
that expose your life to the bone. The terrible
consequences  of  a  life  without  God  are
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spelled out word for word, until you cry out in
despair: “Woe is me! I'm lost! ”

Then Paul  comes with the incomprehensible,
all-pervading  news  of  God's  acquittal.  But
before we may think that God simply forgives
and forgets all sin, we must realize very clearly
that God is  absolutely holy, and that sin is  a
terrible thing for Him that does not dare to go
unpunished. GOD PUNISHES SIN!

The  problem  is  that  sin  keeps  people  away
from God - it prevents us from having eternal
life. In Romans 3:23 Paul writes very clearly and
to the man:  "Everyone has sinned and is  far
away from God's saving presence."

Romans 6:23 says what the consequences are:
"For sin pays its wage — death".

Isaiah 53: 6 says, "All of us were like sheep that
were lost, each of us going his own way."

Luke 13: 3 writes, "I tell you that if you do not
turn from your sins, you will all die."
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In John 3: 3, Jesus tells Nicodemus, "I am telling
you the truth: no one can see the Kingdom of
God without being born again."

So you see that man is actually lost in his sin.
This is not a pretty picture.

The question is, can I worm myself out of this
predicament?  Can  I  save  myself?  What  if  I
strictly obey all the commandments? What if I
read  the  Bible  regularly  and  pray  faithfully
every  day?  What  if  I  faithfully  go  to  church
every Sunday and give my tithes to the Lord
and sacrifice my life for my fellow man?

And  we find  the  answer  again  in  the  Bible.
James  2:10  -  “Whoever  breaks  one
commandment is guilty of breaking them all."
Romans 3:20 reads: "For no one is put right in
God's sight by doing what the Law requires".

Proverbs 14:12 sums it all up very nicely: "What
you think is the right road may lead to death."
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So  the  long  and  the  short  of  it  is:  I  can
definitely not save myself!  Not even with the
most beautiful, Religious, exemplary, loving life!

At  first  glance,  everything seems completely
lost. Is there still any hope of salvation?

The wonderful news is that God has seen how
lost  our  people  really  are,  and  that  He  has
provided for us to be saved.

In Romans 5: 8 Paul writes, "But God has shown
us how much he loves us — it was while we
were still  sinners that Christ died for us!" Jesus
died in our place.

2 Corinthians 5:21 - "Christ was without sin, but
for  our sake God made him share our sin  in
order that in  union with him we might share
the righteousness of God."

However, one thing we must understand very
well:  Jesus is the ONLY Way to salvation. Not
Mohammed, Buddha, Chrishna or even Mary,
but only Jesus is the way to salvation and the
way to God.
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John 14: 6 makes this clear, where Jesus says:
“I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one
goes to the Father except by me.”

So there is only one way to salvation, and that
way is  through Jesus.  He paid for  all  our  sins
when He died on the cross at Calvary.

But  now the very important  question is:  How
do I get to Him? What must I  do then to be
saved?

Tomorrow we are going to look at that burning
question!

Prayer:

Lord, I also tried to walk my own path to reach
You, but it was hopeless. Thank You that Your
love and grace were so great over me, that
You also gave me the answer, and saved me
from my lostness.
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How do I Tell? (part 3)

John 3:16-21

Audio

Yesterday we saw that Jesus is the only Way to
salvation  and  to  God.  The  very  important
question now is:  How do I  get to Him? What
must I do then to be saved? This is surely the
most important question in any person's life!

The answer is actually much simpler than most
people think.

In John 3:16 we saw at the beginning of the
conversation that "Those who believe in Him
will not perish but have eternal life."

1 John 5:12 puts  it  a little differently,  but the
verse above is  also  confirmed.  "He who has
the Son has life."

In John 5:24 we read that - “I am telling you
the  truth:  those  who  hear  My  words  and
believe in Him who sent Me have eternal life."
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1 John 5:13 just puts the stamp on everything
written above. "I am writing this to you so that
you may know that you have eternal  life  —
you that believe in the Son of God. "

So we now have three truths:

1. My own efforts cannot save me.

2. Jesus is the ONLY way to salvation.

3. Only believing in Jesus can save me.

But  the  question  is:  what  does  it  mean  to
believe in Jesus?

Let  me  explain.  Do  you  believe  in  Queen
Elizabeth? But of course! Everyone knows she's
a reality! The question, though, is will she ever
do anything for you? Definitely not,  because
you do not even know each other. However, if
you  do  meet,  and  a  friendship  develops
between you, then things start to change.

Same with faith in Jesus. It is much more than
just being sure that Jesus exists and that He is
God. The devil also believes these things, but
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he is lost! Faith in Jesus means that you accept
Him as your personal Saviour. It further implies
that  there  must  therefore  be  an  intimate
relationship between you and Jesus, and that
you place your full trust in Him alone.

The  question  now  is,  how  do  I  manage  to
establish such a relationship? What do I need
to do to get to Jesus?

The  answer  is  once  again  actually  much
simpler  than  you  realize.  See,  Jesus  has
already  made  all  the  preparations.  He  has
already  paid  the  full  price  for  your
redemption. Furthermore, He has already sent
you the invitation to stand in this relationship
with  Him.  All  you  have  to  do  is  accept  His
invitation. You do this in four simple steps.

Step 1  -  Confess  your  sins.  Pray  and tell  the
Lord  that  you  realize  you  are  lost,  because
your sins keep you away from Him.
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Step 2 - Then ask Him to forgive your sins. He is
faithful and just, and He is willing to forgive ALL
your sins, no matter how big they are.

Isaiah 1:18 gives you the assurance that He will
forgive your  sins  altogether:  “The LORD says,
Now,  let's  settle  the matter.  You are stained
red with sin,  but  I  will  wash you as clean as
snow. Although your stains are deep red, you
will be as white as wool.”

Step 3 - Now tell the Lord that you believe that
Jesus  died  for  your  sins,  and  that  He  has
already paid all your debts. Also tell Him that
you  accept  His  invitation  to  be  part  of  His
family. Then ask Him to make you His child.

Step  4  -  Believe  then  that  you  are  now  His
child, because in Galatians 3:26 it is very clear:
It  is  through  faith  that  all  of  you  are  God's
children in union with Christ Jesus."

If you have taken this simple action in your life,
you  can  only  thank  the  Lord  that  He  has
plucked  you  from  eternal  damnation  and
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given you eternal life. He promises it to you in
the very famous John 3:16 which we have just
read.

What's  more -  the moment  Jesus  came into
your  life,  He also  gave you the Holy  Spirit  in
you. The Holy Spirit will now give you strength
and guide you to do the right things.

The more you stop sinning and live closer to
God,  the more intensely  you will  experience
the work of the Holy Spirit in your life.

But we'll talk about that in the last part of this
very important document.

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, I am eternally grateful to You for all
that You have done for me. That You gave me
eternal  life  with  You  by  paying  the  highest
price.
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How do I tell? (part 4)

1 John 5: 1-5

Audio

Yesterday we looked at the four steps to living
with Jesus. To summarize:

Step 1 - Confess your sins.

Step 2 - Ask for forgiveness.

Step 3 - Say that you believe that Jesus died
for your sins.

Step 4 - Believe that you are now His child.

The  Lord  has  given  us  the  wonderful  gift  of
prayer.  It  is  a  channel  that  is  open  every
moment  of  the day to  talk  to  the Lord  and
even chat. This is also the channel we can use
to seal this becoming a child of the Lord.

Here is  a prayer  that  you can pray with the
person to perform these four steps above:

“O Lord,  if  I  now become silent  before You,
then  it  is  really  with  the  realization  and
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dependence that You are the Father of love
and that my whole life is entirely in Your hands.

I would like to confess that my life has so far
been marked by sin. I have done all the wrong
things,  and  I  have  repeatedly  ignored  and
broken Your law. And I failed to do the right
things.

That  is  why I  am now asking for  forgiveness.
Please forgive me for all the wrong things that I
have done to You and to my fellow man. And
forgive me for my failure to do the right things.

I want to thank You for giving Your Son to die
on the cross for my sins, thus paying in full for
all my sins. You have paid the full price, Lord,
so that I may be acquitted.

I  want to ask You to come and cleanse me
completely from any guilt that is still within me
and  that  makes  a  separation  between  You
and me. Also cleanse me from the guilt I have
towards my neighbor and help me to acquit
them completely.
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Thank You that You have come to wash my
life completely through Him and that I can be
a  child  of  You  through  His  death  and
resurrection.

Father, I want to come now and surrender my
heart completely to You anew. I want to pray
that You will  take total control of my life, my
emotions,  my  thoughts,  my  health  and
everything. Help me to truly live every day as a
child of Yours.

Thank You for Your grace and love. Thank you
for the great grace, that you have now made
me your own child.

Amen. ”

When you have taken this great step in your
life, you HAVE eternal life! Suddenly your status
changed completely, because you changed
from an outsider to a child of God! Now you
share in all the privileges of a child of God.

The very first privilege is that the Holy Spirit has
now  entered  your  life  to  dwell  in  you
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permanently, day and night. And no one can
take Him away from you!

Now, however, it is your duty to thank the Lord
for  saving  you,  making  you  His  child,  and
giving you the Holy Spirit.

How do you do that? By simply saying, "Thank
you Lord"? No, by living gratefully and trying to
do what God asks of you, such as not sinning.

As we have already seen very clearly, no one
can keep the law of God, and everyone sins,
even  the  most  holy  man.  God  knows.  He
knows  very  well  that  we  are  human,  and
therefore He constantly forgives our sins over
and over again.

But out of gratitude that He gave you eternal
life through the terrible price Jesus had to pay
for it on the cross, it is one's duty to try to live a
better life, and to sin less. In this way, I thank
Him for paying for my sins.

I want to explain it with an example: Suppose
you  end  up  in  a  rough  sea  and  you  are
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drowning. Someone risked his life and jumped
in  and  saved  you.  Of  course  you  will  be
grateful to him. You will say thank you to him,
and maybe you will invite him for a meal, and
spoil him, because without his act you would
be dead.

You do  not  do  these  things  so  that  he  can
save  you  again,  because  you  are  already
saved; you do it because you are grateful.

It  is the same with the life of a believer. Live
gratefully towards God.

What does such a life of gratitude look like? In
the last part of this series we are going to give
you a small glimpse of what it should look like.

Prayer:

Lord, You saved me from the lake of perdition.
Thank you for that, Lord, please show me how
to live out my gratitude completely.
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How do I tell? (part 5)

Colossians 1: 24-29

Audio

Our question this morning is, what does such a
life of gratitude look like? In the last part of this
series we give a small peek at what it should
look like.

In his letter to the Colossians, Paul sees it as his
commission to educate and teach people so
that they can reach spiritual maturity.

When I lead someone to Jesus, it is my job to
see to  it  that  the  person  will  grow spiritually
and mature, and not just stagnate. I must lead
him to  be  a  full-fledged disciple  of  Jesus,  a
disciple who, among other things, can and will
carry out the Word of God in his own special
way.

Before  this  can  happen,  however,  such  a
person must first start with milkfoods to form a
basis for a life of gratitude. The person should
learn the very basics of the faith by faithfully
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attending  church,  cell  group  and  other
congregation meetings, learning how to deal
with the Bible and praying.

But the most important thing is that the person
will  learn  about  love,  the  greatest  of  God's
gifts. To actively live out love towards God and
towards other people.

The second important thing is to learn from the
Holy Spirit. You must know that He is with you
and  in  you  at  all  times.  That  you  can  hide
absolutely nothing from Him. But that He is also
there for you to guide you. You must learn to
open your  spiritual  ears  to  Him and listen to
what  He  tells  you.  He  will  give  you  all  the
wisdom you need to do things  for  the Lord.
And He will also give you the power to carry it
out.

For example, it is important that you learn from
Him from the beginning to be able to testify
about  Jesus'  redemptive  work.  You  do  not
have  to  come  up  with  a  complicated
testimony  -  a  simple  one:  “Just  look  what
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happened to me! Jesus saved me! ” is already
a powerful  testimony  that  will  grab people's
hearts!

It is important to engage in some action that
works  for  the  Lord.  There  are  legions  of
possibilities for what to do. Do something you
have a passion for. It might be to go visit the
elderly, maybe just for a little company or to
cheer them up. It does not have to be deep
spiritual  conversations.  The old folk  are often
very lonely,  and hungry for  company.  In  this
way you live out love.

Or it could be to go and encourage someone,
especially  those  who  are  grieving  or
experiencing hardship.

In  our  congregation  we  have  a  team  that
holds a service for the Zulu-speaking domestic
workers  on  Saturdays.  There  is  wonderful
singing and praying together, and then there
is  a  message.  We  distribute  free  Bibles  and
other spiritual  materials  to them and provide
food and drink. But the important thing is that
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there  is  fellowship,  and that  we make  them
feel that together we are part of a family, the
family of God.

Each member of the team has a different task.
Mine is to preach. Petro plays the guitar and
Ria does  the organizing.  The pancake team
provides  us  with  delicious  food  and  other
congregation members provide Bibles so that
everyone who attends the services can own
their  own  Bible.  Yes,  indeed  some  of  the
people attending the services are hobos who
can hold a Bible here for the first time in their
lives! And so we carry out the gospel message
together.

Another  possibility  is  to  join  a  mission  group
that does outreaching. There are a variety of
tasks, and each one gets a task that suits his
personality, ability and passion. Thus, even the
person who only makes food can play a large
part in preaching the Gospel and making new
disciples for Jesus.

203



There are many ways in which each of us can
be  helpful  in  God's  Kingdom,  helping  each
one  to  carry  out  the  gospel  message  in  his
own way. This  is  not the job of a pastor,  but
ordinary  people  like  you  and me.  Find  Your
niche in God's Kingdom!

Yes, indeed, you are now a full-fledged citizen
of the Kingdom of God, and you must realize
that every citizen should fully fulfill his place in
that wonderful Kingdom. Not to be saved, but
precisely out of gratitude BECAUSE you have
already received God's salvation out of pure
grace.

Prayer:

Lord, thank you for people like Paul and Angus
who came to set an example for us on how to
be truly  useful  in  Your  Kingdom.  Please  give
me the insight, zeal and creativity to truly be a
useful citizen of Your Kingdom.
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