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What Is Love?

John 3: 16-18

Audio

John 3:16 can rightly be seen as the centre of the
Bible - perhaps not geographically, but certainly in
a spiritual sense. This single verse puts everything
we read in the four gospels about Jesus in a divine
perspective. God's love for the world (you and I) is
so great that He was willing to sacrifice His Son,
Jesus, for it.

What  is  meant  by  the  word  "love"  in  the  New
Testament? I think we can clearly deduce from all
the different descriptions of it across a wide range
of writings that love is not an emotional issue. For
example,  infatuation  that  struck  each  of  us  as
teenagers  was  pure  emotion,  or  perhaps  our
hormones that got the better of us. Unfortunately, it
is that same infatuation that often causes people to
get  married,  and  a  year  or  two  later,  when  the
emotion has dried up, they divorce again.

True love can perhaps be better translated by the
word  “loyalty”.  What  is  it  that  keeps  two  people
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happily  together  for  fifty  or  sixty  years,  even
through the hard times and the times when they
can  get  angry  with  each  other?  It  is  an
indescribable bond of love of which intense loyalty
is  an  integral  part.  This  involves,  among  other
things,  an obligation to each other,  that  they will
take care of each other and that they will help and
assist each other through thick and thin.

Perhaps we can see something of  this  in  God’s
love for man. He was willing to sacrifice everything
to save us. In a love relationship, however, there
are two sides. God has already brought His side,
and now it's  the people's turn to answer it.  Your
answer is not an emotional decision, but a sober
decision to accept God's offer of love. That is all
He  asks  of  you.  What  follows  is  that  the  love
relationship  is  built,  as  in  any  stable  marital
relationship.  Of  course,  there  is  also  emotion
involved - in some people much more than others.

To make any love relationship succeed, hard work
is involved. The two parties need to get to know
each other  thoroughly.  God already  knows me -
now it's my turn, and I get to know Him by studying
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the  revelation  written  about  Him  -  the  Bible.
Communication  is  of  utmost  importance  in  any
relationship - so too in my relationship with God.
He speaks  to  me through  the  Word  (therefore  I
must  read  it),  and  I  talk  to  Him through  prayer.
Prayer  is  therefore  not  just  something  that  is
obligatory  for  every  Christian,  but  is  your
communication with God.

Love also means that two parties are willing to do
things  for  each  other.  From  God's  side  the
floodgates  of  heaven  are  open,  with  all  that  He
does for me. What am I willing to do for Him?

But let's look at some of the things He is willing to
do for  me.  In  John  3:16  we read  that  I  will  not
perish, but have eternal life. To be lost means to be
cut off from the presence of the Living God. This
means that you have to do without His gifts and
His love. If we consider carefully everything we get
from  Him,  then  the  implications  of  this  are  too
terrible to think about.  However,  if  you decide to
enter  into  a  love  relationship  with  Him,  this
possibility is completely ruled out. But the bonus is
that on top of that you get the wonderful  eternal
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life. This means that the earthly phase of your life
is extended forever beyond the death of your old
body  -  your  temporary  "tent  dwelling"  as  Paul
describes  it.  And  if  we  are  going  to  read
Revelation, then we get a small  glimpse into the
wonder of life beyond those gates - something that
every  believer  looks  forward  to  with  great
anticipation and excitement.

However,  there  is  another  aspect  to  this  love
relationship: Judgment! We often get the idea that
we should be afraid of  God, especially when we
read the Old Testament where He is described as
Someone  who  punishes.  Indeed,  God  cannot
tolerate  injustice  and  unlike  our  own  political
system  where  corruption  and  injustice  are  often
swept  under  the  rug,  He  is  just,  and  is  being
punished. However, he does not want to bully us
into heaven by threatening us with punishment. On
the contrary: He wants to call us into His arms of
love.  Jesus  was  not  sent  to  punish  but  to  save
those who have already been condemned. I was
doomed to eternal punishment, until  I  recognized
Jesus' call, and answered by accepting His offer.
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For years He pleaded, but I kept deaf to His voice.
Until that wonderful day ........

Against  the  backdrop  of  the  dark  clouds  of
damnation and eternal damnation, the positive light
of  Jesus'  mission  radiates  to  come  and  save
people - you and me. It is like someone sacrificing
his own life and jumping into the raging waves of a
stormy sea to rescue doomed drowning people.

Prayer:

Lord, Your love for me is so indescribably great. I
confess that my love for You is weak - please help
me to live out my love to the fullest.
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The Crown of Creation

Genesis 1: 26-28

Audio

If you want to write about love in the Bible, where
do you start? Right at the beginning, at creation.
On  the  last  day  of  creation,  the  whole  creation
wanted  to  burst  with  excitement,  because  finally
everything  was  ready  for  the  crown  on  God's
creation.

With  great  care  God formed the  universe  into  a
masterpiece. The earth was made unique so that
life could be established there. With His fine artist
hands, God shaped this green planet and made it
habitable. He established plants to serve as food
for a variety of animals, but also to produce much-
needed oxygen without which animals cannot live.
When  everything  was  ready,  he  settled  the  sea
animals, birds and eventually the land animals as
well. This was an absolute gem! The earth, though
relatively  small  in  the  universe,  was  the  crown
jewel of His creation. God saw that it  was good!
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But it was still not finished. There was one last item
on God's agenda.

Then He uttered these surprising words:  "Let  us
make  man  our  representative."  God  wanted  to
place someone on this wonderful "crown jewel" to
represent  Him.  There  had  to  be  something  of
Himself in this person, and He wanted to appoint
Him to manage His creation on His behalf.

Note  that  God  was  speaking  of  Himself  in  the
plural here. Does it refer to the Trinity, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit? We cannot say with certainty, but
with whom God consults here is not important. The
image  used  is  of  the  utmost  importance.  When
God says, "Let us make man in our image," you
immediately  see  the  picture  of  a  great  king
consulting with his advisers when he undertakes a
very special and important task.

Man  is  very  special  to  God,  and  he  is  created
absolutely  unique  and  with  great  love,  totally
different  from  any  of  the  other  creatures.  He
becomes God's representative and this means that
there had to be a special relationship between him
and God. When you represent someone, you put
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yourself in that person's place, and in order to do
that, you must know him thoroughly and you must
understand  each  other.  You  will  know  what  he
would  like.  So you are  almost  an  image of  that
person you represent.  Thus was the  intention of
God,  that  man  should  stand  in  a  special
relationship with Him and do His will. Because God
is  the  King  par  excellence,  man  therefore  also
automatically receives King authority. So God says
that man must rule over the animals. He receives
full  authority  from  God  to  rule  over  creation  on
behalf of God. But he is also commissioned to fill
and cultivate the earth.

Today we know very well that people are not all the
same. But one thing stands out like a pole above
water,  that  every  human being is  still  something
special to God, just as with the creation of the first
man. You and I  are still  created in the image of
God.  We are  still  His  representatives,  no  matter
who or what we are. If we represent Him, we must
also display something of His image, something of
His righteousness, and especially of His great love.
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The Bible teaches us that God is love, so that love
must also be reflected in us as His representatives.

The  most  important  element,  of  course,  is  that
there  should  be  a  relationship  between  us  and
God.  How  do  you  get  into  such  a  relationship?
Simply,  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  By  this  I
mean  not  only  to  believe  that  He  exists,  but  to
accept  Him  in  faith  as  your  Saviour.  As  His
representative you then live out His image of love
towards God in the first place as well as towards
your fellow-man, as Jesus came to demonstrate to
us. He came to earth physically to show how such
a representative should live.

The wonderful  thing is that it  is not just  a select
few, special believers who can represent God, but
that every believer has the ability to do so. You just
have to be more discriminating with the help you
render  toward  other  people.  The  Holy  Spirit  will
guide you in it.

Secondly, God also gives you and me as believers
each the same authority  to rule as the first  man
was given. The power to rule is entrusted to you
and me. You can therefore make decisions about
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yourself as well as other people and creation. But
you  must  always  remember  very  well  that  the
power to rule also has a very big responsibility. For
example, it does not mean that you can do as you
like.  Abusing  your  power  and  exploiting  other
people is totally wrong.

To rule means to manage, build, protect, preserve
with  consultation.  Remember,  you  are  the
representative of God, and so you must always ask
yourself the question of whether you are still ruling
on  behalf  of  God  and  keeping  His  interests  in
mind, or ruling for your own gain.

Cultivation  is  also  a  big  responsibility.  Am  I  a
keeper  when  I  work?  Or  do  I  plunder  God's
creation?

Prayer:

Lord, thank you that I can be Your representative.
Please make me a worthy representative for You.
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Noah's Mission

Genesis 6: 11-16

Audio

Clearly Noah hears the voice of God: "Noah, I want
you to build a ship."

“A ship, Lord? Why? I do not understand....."

"I  have  decided  to  put  an  end  to  all  people,
because the earth  has turned into  a cauldron of
violence."

I would like to invite you to stay with me over the
next few days to ceruse people who have been in
a special love relationship with God.

Many years have passed since that day when God
formed the crown of  His  creation,  Adam with  so
much love out of the soil. There was a wonderful
love  relationship  between  Adam  and  God,  they
even wandered through the garden together.

But  everything  has  changed  radically  in  the
meantime.  Adam  was  disobedient.  His
descendants  built  on  his  disobedience.  Mankind
has become systematically evil. In the end, there
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was only one person left who still loved God, who
was  still  living  in  a  loving  relationship  with  Him,
Noah. He trusted God unconditionally, even when
he was given that totally impossible command.

Noah  was  at  an  advanced  age  when  this
command of the Lord came to him. He was already
600 years old, and he saw these things happen.
His own father, Lamech, was not an easy man to
live with.  One askance look in  his  direction was
enough to evoke his temper.

Noah  sighed  heavily  as  he  pondered  over  the
words of the Lord. "Yes, it definitely cannot carry
on  like  this!"  he  thought.  "The  Lord  is  right:  the
earth must be cleansed at once, for everything has
become evil."

God's  words  grind  round  and  round  in  Noah's
mind. He does not quite know what to make of it.
He  already  feels  worried  about  the  people's
reaction when he starts building a ship here in the
middle of  the desert.  They're  going to  think he's
finally starting to become senile. He's one of the
last  of  the  very  old  men  left.  Even  grandpa
Methuselah finally lost the struggle of life the other
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day.  Everyone began to  think that  he would live
forever.  969  Years  old  -  he  almost  reached  the
thousand  year  notch.  Yes,  Methuselah  and  dad
Lamech passed away shortly after each other.

When Noah looks around him, he sees the evil. No
one’s life is safe anymore. Each one just thinks of
himself. It does not matter who you trample on to
get to the top, and who gets hurt in the process.
He shakes his head: "God is definitely right!"

But  suddenly  a  thought  strikes  Noah:  But  how
does  one  build  a  ship?  I'm  not  a  shipbuilder?
Where do you start? What do you build it from?

"Lord,  I  do not  know how!"  he pleads with God.
"And besides, why a ship in the desert? There’s no
water here! Lord, I do not understand at all .....”

Then the Lord answered him, “I am going to send
a flood upon the earth to destroy all living things,
every living thing under the sky. All  that  lives on
earth is going to be destroyed! ”

"And  the  ship,  Lord,  who  is  going  to  be  in  the
ship?"
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"Noah, I will sign a treaty with you. I want you and
your  wife  and  children  to  board  the  ship.  I  will
protect you so that you may live.”

Noah is very relieved. Now he knows that he and
his family will  be safe. Wow, but it's  going to be
awful if all  the people have to drown! But then a
shocking  new thought  strikes  Noah:  What  about
the animals? When this  water  of  which the Lord
speaks has subsided, the earth will  at least be a
very lonely place if there are not a few animals left.
"Lord ..." Noah began.

But  God  knew  about  his  anxieties  long  before
Noah thought about it: “Noah, you do not have to
worry  about  the  animals.  It  will  be  your  job  to
gather two of every kind of animal  on earth and
take them with you on the ship.”

Noah is satisfied. But then he starts doing sums,
and suddenly  things don't  want  to  fall  into  place
anymore.  "......  of  every  kind  of  animal  on
earth  ....."  said  the  Lord.  Noah's  eyes  widened:
"Lord, You certainly do not mean ......."
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“Yes Noah, all of them! Also the lions, elephants,
rhinos, giraffes and tigers. ”

“But Lord, then it will have to be a terribly big ship!
And on top of that, Lord, some of those animals
are terribly dangerous! How am I ever going to get
it right?”

“Noah, trust Me! In the first place, your ship will be
big  enough.  I  will  give  you  more  complete
instructions for this. And I'll tell you exactly what to
do and exactly how to build the ship. And as for the
animals: you do not have to worry about that. I will
make sure that even the dangerous animals are as
tame as lambs.”

Noah still  has many questions, but for now he is
satisfied. How many questions do you and I often
not walk around with? We say we trust God, but
deep down there’s doubt. I have to go and share
the Gospel with someone, but I do not know how.
Rest assured, God will give you the right words. All
He asks of you is to be willing. He has given you
the  Holy  Spirit  to  give  you  all  the  necessary
strength and wisdom so that you can perform the
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task that He gives you. He will  never give you a
task that is more than you can handle.

Prayer:

Lord, so often the questions and uncertainty gnaw
at  us.  Please  teach  me  to  trust  You  fully  for
absolutely everything in my life.
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Abraham - Religious Hero

Genesis 11: 10-32

Audio

In  Genesis  11  we  first  read  of  him,  the  great
religious hero Abraham. A full ten generations after
Noah,  the  little  Abraham was  finally  born,  when
daddy  Terah  was  still  in  his  early  youth,  barely
seventy years old! They lived happily in Ur in the
east, present-day Iraq, near the Persian Gulf. One
fine day,  dad Terah gets  the wanderlust,  and he
decides that the land of Canaan would be just the
place to pitch a tent. He commanded Abraham and
his  young  bride,  Sarai  and  his  grandson  Lot  to
pack  up,  and  then  they  embarked  on  the  long
journey.  Unfortunately,  Terah's  GPS  got  a  little
confused,  because  he  headed  in  the  wrong
direction, and ended up in Haran, somewhere on
the border between Turkey and Syria. Terah called
halt and pitched his tent right there. So far and no
further! There he also died a few years later at the
ripe old age of two hundred years.

22

https://mega.nz/file/uQRwUbgC#dl-MSuJI5H221LFaOl3qgYQmGhGJ89TDJa7BU0KMQow


Yes, Abraham must have been thinking back to his
nostalgic  childhood,  along  the  shores  of  the
Persian Gulf.  Why then would Dad now want  to
move away from such a beautiful world and come
here to settle in the wilderness. It was nice there!

Terah surely must have taught little Abraham about
God,  as  did  Grandpa  Nahor  before  him,  and
Grandpa  Serug.  With  beautiful  poems he  taught
Abraham about the miracle of creation, and about
great-great-grandfather Adam and about ancestor
Methuselah who was almost a thousand years old,
and about  Noah who built  the giant  ship  on dry
land because God said he had to. Abraham was
barely  knee-high,  when  he  already  knew  large
parts of ancient history from his head. Of course,
there was no Bible in those years - not even ány
writings. The only way in which the truths of the
faith  could  be passed on to  the  next  generation
was by telling the children carefully from an early
age, just as their ancestors had been doing for the
past thousand years.

He could not understand about the creation. How
then was there light even before there was a sun
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and moon and stars? But Father Terah said it was
so, and Abraham just had to accept it and believe
it.  And there was probably the first  seed of  faith
planted  in  little  Abraham,  a  faith  that  would
blossom over many years.

Here I just want to interrupt the story to explain: In
Genesis 11 a clear line is drawn. Before that we
were  told  about  ancient  history,  about  God's
involvement with the world as a whole. In Genesis
5,  for  example,  we  find  a  long  list  of  names of
people  from  ancient  times,  a  list  that  tells  us
something  about  how the  world  evolved.  It  also
tells us about outstanding figures from prehistory,
such  as  Cain  who  killed  his  brother,  and  about
Enoch who went straight to heaven without dying.
And  of  course  from  Methuselah  who  turned  an
incredible 969 years old. And then of course Noah,
the man who built the ark.

In Genesis 11 we have a similar list,  but the big
difference is that it is no longer ancient history, but
the  historical  time,  with  names  and  places  we
know. More importantly, this list is now focused on
one single family, the family of God. Later we will
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see  that  this  family  is  not  only  focused  on
Abraham, but you and me, because today every
believer  is  a  spiritual  descendant  of  Abraham.
Abraham is thus the link between antiquity and the
present.

By the way, Terah gave him the name Abram, but
later God gave him a new name: Abraham.

Abraham became a  young  man  with  a  beautiful
dream: to  one day also be able  to  pass on this
wonderful faith in God to his son so that the faith
remains alive.

And then it happened: Suddenly one day his feet
were knocked out from under him by a beautiful
girl. In fact, they had known each other very well
since childhood, because Sarai was his half-sister.
Abraham told Dad Terah about his intentions, and
Terah agreed that they could marry.

The  young  Abraham  was  ecstatic  because  very
few men were destined to have such a beautiful
woman to share his tent with him. But there was a
little problem: After a year of passionate marriage,
there was still no sign of baby feet running around
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the tent. Two years passed, and Abraham began to
despair. Five years later became ten, and still there
was nothing. Abraham's beautiful wife, Sarai, was
barren. Would they die childless one day? Would
the path of faith of this family of God suddenly end
here in a dead end? This question is surprisingly
solved many years later.

Why do we fit Abraham into this series about love?
Because he loved God and served Him. Of course,
he also had his weaknesses, but he trusted God
unconditionally and lived his love relationship with
God all his life.

Prayer:

Lord, thank you for the life example that the tough
old hero of faith, Abraham, was able to set for us. I
want to pray this morning for a faith as unwavering
as that of Abraham.
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God's Sacrificial Lamb

Genesis 22: 8-19

Audio

More  than  a  hundred  years  have  passed  since
Abraham gave his first loud cry in the distant Ur.
Now the  grey  old  Abraham climbs  the  mountain
with  heavy  steps,  the  mountain  that  the  Lord
pointed  out  to  him  where  he  should  go  and
sacrifice his son. Every step is a torment for him.
No, not because of his advanced age, but about
the prospect of seeing his only beloved son there
on the altar, splintered and slaughtered. Tears ran
down  his  cheeks.  "Lord  God  Almighty,  should  I
really  do  this?"  The  question  grinds  through  his
mind. But the Voice of God is silent. In front of him,
little Isaac hopped over the rocks with the heavy
load of wood on his back, excited about the new
adventure ahead, little knowing what awaited him.

Eventually  they  are  on  top.  With  great  interest,
Isaac watches his father as he begins preparations
to build an altar. Zealously he carries heavy stones
for  Father  Abraham,  but  he  lets  Dad  do  the
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packing, something he has done a lot in his life. He
feels that Dad is not his old happy self today. He
attributes this to the serious work of altar-building.
This is a big deal! One thing he cannot understand,
however, is the lamb that must be sacrificed. Dad
always takes a sacrificial lamb with him from home,
but today he has nothing with him. And now the
slaves are also down there in the distance. There
is not even a chance that they will  bring another
lamb.  "Dad?"  There  is  a  big  question  mark  in
Isaac's voice. "Father, we have the wood, and we
have  the  fire  and  the  altar  and  everything,  but
where are we going to get a sacrificial lamb?" Yes,
he asked that question before, but Dad did not give
him a satisfactory answer. And why is Dad looking
at him so funny now? And why is Dad crying so
much this morning?

The altar is the most beautiful that Abraham has
ever  built.  He  especially  makes  sure  that  the
surface  above  is  level,  and  that  there  are  no
uncomfortable sharp points protruding. One must
be  able  to  lie  comfortably  on  it.  The  wood  is
carefully packed on the altar, just big enough for a
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young boy to lay on. Isaac feels that something is
not  kosher.  Dad's  face  is  getting  longer  and
sadder, and he sees that something very heavy is
pressing on his heart.

"Come  here  my  son."  The  old  man  now  sobs
openly, and he begins to tie up the protesting boy.
With great compassion he lays his only son on the
altar. Then little Isaac begins to realize that it is he
who will be sacrificed! He has already heard that
the  gentiles  do  this.  They  often  sacrifice  their
children to the gods. Dad says it's terribly wrong,
but here he's doing exactly the same thing now!
With horror he sees Dad picking up the big knife.
The tears flow from his father's face and little Isaac
starts crying hysterically. "Daddy's going to kill me!"
His little mind simply cannot process it.

At  that  moment  a  strange  voice  from  heaven
resounded: "Abraham, Abraham!"

Dad looks up anxiously: "Here I am!"

Only  much later,  when little  Isaac became a big
man,  did  he  understand  Whose  voice  this  was.
"The Angel of the Lord," Dad explained to him. No,
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this was not really an angel, but the Son of God, or
God Himself! So important was this event that God
Personally  came  down  from  heaven  to  stop
Abraham and be with him. That morning He knew
that two thousand years later, He Himself would lie
on an altar like little Isaac. No, in fact, He would
hang on a cross altar. And there would be no one
to stop the sacrifice from continuing. It  would be
the greatest love offering ever!

“Leave your son! Do not do anything to him. Now I
know  that  you  serve  me:  you  did  not  refuse  to
sacrifice your son, your only son, to me.” The Voice
of  God  resounds  from  heaven.  Only  then  did
Abraham see this: the sheep ram standing behind
him  against  the  bush,  his  horns  tangled  in  the
branches. Abraham laughs and cries, all confused
as  he  loosens  the  very  relieved  little  Isaac  and
takes him off  the stake.  "Did you ever think that
God  would  allow  me  to  sacrifice  you  my  son?"
Abraham pressed his boy tightly against his chest.
The ram was sacrificed in the place of Isaac. "The
Lord  has  provided!"  Abraham's  whole  being
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rejoices  when  he  sacrifices  the  sheep  ram  with
devotion. "The Lord has provided!"

The sheep ram was slaughtered and sacrificed in
place of Abraham's only son so that he could live.
God's  only  Son  was  slain  and  sacrificed  in  the
place of you and me so that we might live!

However, this is not the only lesson we learn from
this gripping story. We also learn that sometimes,
just  like  Abraham,  we  can  be  tried  and  tested.
Abraham's  test  was  inhumanly  great,  but  he
proved that his faith was already strong enough to
pass it. God will not test you beyond your means.
For  one  person  the  test  will  be  small,  but  for
someone who is strong in his  faith,  the test  can
often  be  very  large.  Rejoice  when  it  hits  you,
because then you know that  God considers  you
worthy to be tested. And on top of that, every test
builds your faith!

The  Lord  then  blessed  Abraham  with  a  great
blessing because he obeyed God.

Prayer:
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O Lord, this moving story touches my heart. How
much am I willing to sacrifice for Your sake? This
morning I lower my head in shame. Please forgive
me, Lord.
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Joseph - Jailbird / Ruler

Genesis 41: 1-57

Audio

The butler forgot about him! Everyone forgot about
Joseph - he would spend the rest of his life in the
stinking  dungeon,  for  an  act  he  did  not  even
commit!

Joseph is the next person with whom we associate
God's wonderful love. We got to know Joseph as
the dreamer, but at the same time as the spoiled
brat who split  on his brothers.  Then his brothers
take revenge and sell  him as a slave, where he
ends up in Potiphar's house, with this Egyptian's
lustful  wife.  She tries to seduce him, but Joseph
resists her because he honours God. And then he
ends up in jail innocently.

Then,  one  night,  the  insident  that  implements
God's  plan  takes  place,  the  insident  that  God
destined  Joseph  for.  It  all  starts  with  a  horrible
dream that makes the Pharaoh jump up in his bed
in the middle of the night, soaking wet with sweat.
He shakes his head to make sure it was a dream
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and not a reality. Everything was so bright and real!
He could swear he personally stood on the banks
of the Nile River. Pharaoh's heart beat in his throat.
He sees the picture in front of him again: a quiet
picture where seven fat cows are standing in the
grass grazing. And then the bizarre thing happens.
From the Nile River come the most horrible lean
cows - seven of them too. The skinny cows grab
the  seven  fat  cows  and  devour  them!  Pharaoh
shudders at the terrible image in his head.

Later  he  dreams  again  of  seven  beautifully
swollen, fat wheat ears standing on the land, and
then they  are  devoured by seven lean,  withered
wheat ears. With a rushing breath, Pharaoh wakes
up again. What would that mean?

The next morning he called his advisers. They find
a bitterly upset Pharaoh walking up and down. "I
dreamed", he begins, and then he tells them about
the  terrible  dreams.  The  wise  men  were
dumbfounded.  They duck and dive this  way and
that, but this dream is one too many for the years
of  training they have in interpreting dreams. The
big joke is that Pharaoh is considered a god, but
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now suddenly this  “god” is  afraid and he cannot
even interpret his own dreams!

In  the  midst  of  this  chaos,  the  butler  suddenly
remembers  Joseph,  and  that  in  prison  he
interpreted their dreams so absolutely accurately -
everything happened exactly as Joseph predicted.

Joseph  is  fetched.  He  is  shaved  cleaned  and
dressed neatly,  and brought before the Pharaoh.
Joseph  immediately  realizes  his  dependence  on
God,  and  he  immediately  makes  Pharaoh
understand clearly where his wisdom comes from.
"Not  I",  Joseph  tells  him,  "God  is  the  One  who
gives me this good answer" (Gen 41:16).

And  then  the  most  powerful  man  on  earth  tells
Joseph about his terrible nightmare. Without even
thinking twice, Joseph knows what the meaning is.
The  Holy  Spirit  captures  its  interpretation  in  his
mind, and Joseph tells Pharaoh that there will be
seven years of abundance and then seven years
of the most terrible famine in the world. Pharaoh
was  terrified  -  "What  are  we  going  to  do?"  he
gasped.  But  Joseph  is  already  ready  with  an
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answer:  "Appoint  an  extremely  capable  man  to
take timely precautions."

Pharaoh was so impressed with the wisdom that
Joseph  displayed  that  he  appointed  this  young
man,  then  only  thirty  years  old,  to  handle  the
matter. It had to be someone “with the mind of a
god” - literally: “someone in whom the Spirit of God
is” (v 38), and it is clear that Joseph is exactly such
a  person.  Along  with  this  appointment,  Joseph
gains the position of power as the second highest
authority in the country. He also gets a new name,
a new (?) wife and a brand new chariot, all things
that confirm his new status.

Over the next seven years, Joseph proves that the
Spirit  of  God  is  in  him,  and  brilliantly  builds
granaries throughout the kingdom and fills them to
overflowing,  so  that  when  the  seven  years  of
famine hit the world, Joseph could be satisfied with
a task completed from the book.

This is a story full of moving emotional experiences
that will captivate you and me. Just when we want
to ask,  "Where is  God then?" the most  touching
miracle happens when God intervenes.  Then we
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see that He has been there all along. God is not
partial. In Joseph's story we get to know God as
the God of love, the God who shapes the corrupt,
arrogant young boy Joseph into someone worthy
to save the people of God from a certain famine.
But we also get to know Joseph as the man who
remained  steadfast  in  spite  of  a  very  seductive
offer, even if it meant prison for him, just because
he loved God. And who still  kept his full  trust in
God even through the years in prison. We can truly
learn from Joseph about love for God and trust in
Him.

Prayer:

Lord,  the  story  of  Joseph  makes  me  gasp  for
breath. It  just makes me realize once again how
great You really are. Thank you that I can worship
Almighty  God -  a God who cares and is  always
there for me.
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Moses - 
In Conversation with God

Exodus 33

Audio

Moses was dumb-founded: "Lord, how am I going
to endure this alone with this lot?" He wrestles with
the Lord.

Moses - baby amongst the reeds, Egyptian prince,
murderer, refugee, goatherd! This is how we get to
know this greatest of all the leaders initially. Then
he meets God on the slope of a mountain in the
desert. The Lord speaks to Moses from a burning
bush. And there begins the wonderful relationship
between God and Moses. Indeed, only on a very
shaky note, because he receives a command from
God,  but  he  tries  with  every  possible  excuse  to
worm himself out of this command!

In  great  love  God  begins  to  shape  Moses  and
make  him  strong  for  his  great  task  of  saving  a
nation.  And  finally,  the  big  day  dawns  that  they
shake off the years of slavery and move into the
desert.
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The new Moses we get to know from here on is a
man who loved God deeply and was constantly in
conversation  with  God.  But  the  constant
murmuring and stubbornness of this difficult people
has finally taken its toll. God decides that He will
not go further with the Israelites! Then follows this
conversation between God and Moses:

"If I spend another moment with them, I will wipe
them  out!"  the  Lord  says  to  Moses,  "But  I  will
decide later what I  will  do to them." It  is a great
shock to the people when they hear that God will
no longer be there.  As a sign of  mourning,  they
take off  all  their jewels. What will  God's decision
entail?  What  will  He  do  with  them  later?  God
demands obedience from His people, but there is
no sign of obedience among them.

When Moses thinks back on the last few months'
trek through the desert, he wonders why the Lord
is still so merciful with this lot. If he were the Lord,
he would have wiped them from the face of  the
earth long ago. All they can do is moan and whine
and  complain,  and  if  he  turns  his  back  for  a
moment, then they go and build their idols!
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Then Moses makes a decision: He is going to pitch
a  tent  for  himself  far  outside  the  camp  of  the
Israelites. There he can talk to God alone, because
he knows that God is still his Friend, even though
the people are so apostate. He calls this meeting
place with  the  Lord  "The Tent  of  Meeting."  Very
soon the people find out that Moses often walked
to this  mysterious tent,  pitched aside.  And when
the  grey  old  man  walks  in,  they  see  something
strange happening. The pillar of cloud, which is still
with them from the first day that they came out of
Egypt, descends on Moses' tent and hangs before
the entrance.  "It  is  God who is meeting Moses."
they whisper to each other, and then they are filled
with  great  awe.  Out  of  reverence  for  what  is
happening, they stand up. Later it becomes a ritual
-  when they  see Moses walking to  the  tent,  the
people stand up like one man, and when the pillar
of  cloud  descends,  they  bow  in  worship.  Did
something really happen to them? Do they repent
over the way they treated Moses and God? Only
time will tell.
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When  Moses  enters  the  tent,  he  feels  the  holy
presence of God. The Lord is no longer a Stranger
to him as at that very first meeting. Moses learned
that he can truly open up his heart to the Lord, and
he also speaks to the Most High as to a Friend.

There was a young man in Israel who did not bow
before  the  golden calf  -  a  man of  integrity,  who
watched in utter  amazement as Moses spoke to
the  Lord.  Joshua  eventually  became  Moses'
assistant, and went with his master to the Tent of
Meeting,  listening in silence to the conversations
between Moses and God. This young man would
still bring it very far in life, and Moses took notice.

"Lord,"  Moses pleaded during one of  their  many
conversations, "please do not let us leave here if
You  are  not  going  with  the  people",  begs  the
desperate Moses, "it is You who makes us different
from all the other nations! ”

"I know you by name, Moses, and therefore I will
do what you ask," comes God's answer.

What does our relationship with God look like? Will
the Lord also be able to say of me that He knows
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me  by  my  name?  Or  has  He  already  forgotten
about  me because  I  so  rarely  talk  to  Him? And
what do my conversations with God look like? Is it
just a quick wish- list, or is it really a conversation
like  with  an  intimate  friend,  where  you  open  up
your heart  and just  chat? Is  there still  a burning
love for God in my heart? He still loves me deeply!
Moses had to go and talk in the tent - today you
and I can talk to Him anywhere and anytime, all
day long. Is it not wonderful!

Prayer:

Lord, my God, thank You that I can talk to You, and
that you are my Friend and Confidant.
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David - Dancing for the Lord

2 Samuel 6: 9-23

Audio

Excited, exuberant, he dances down the dirt road.
There is great celebration. The flutes play merrily,
accompanied by lyres, and leading the procession
the  ram's  horns  are  deafening.  David  is  at  his
happiest!

But it  was not  always so easy,  and certainly not
always so cheerful.

About 3000 years ago, little David was born. His
birth was not a big event either, because he was
the last of a whole line of boys, the eighth boy in a
row. And as is usually the case with the youngest,
all  the dirty work was shifted onto him. When all
the other brothers were doing exciting things, such
as waging war against the Philistines, poor David
had to wait in vain somewhere in the field, tending
sheep.

But  idleness  was  certainly  not  part  of  young
David's life. He bought out the time in the field by
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practising to protect his flock of sheep in the most
effective  ways.  He  did  not  have  the  dangerous
weapons of his brothers.  There was not a sharp
sword attached to his side. But he used what was
available to him to the best of his ability, such as
his knobkerrie and his slingshot.

But that was not all David was doing. There was
also  his  beloved  lyre.  He  masterfully  learned  to
play  this  simple  instrument.  And  he  composed
songs to  glorify  God,  because there  in  nature  a
wonderful relationship of love developed between
him and the Lord. "The Lord is my Shepherd," he
sang as he watched his flock of sheep graze.

Now, fifty years later, David was very excited. The
Ark of the Covenant of the Lord was on it’s way to
Jerusalem.  While  the  Ark  was  carried  by  the
priests, music was made all the way, rams' horns
blaring, dancing and celebrating. And the king? He
did not just sit on his throne and observe all these
things.  No,  he  joined  in  the  dancing  with  full
devotion and hopped and participated. And when
they entered Jerusalem with the Ark, there was a
great shout from all the people. It echoed through
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the ravines and over the mountains from the sound
of  rams'  horns  and  the  crowd’s  cheering.  And
David danced his heart out!

And then we read in 2 Samuel 6:14-16 that David
wore only a linen shoulder gown, a robe worn by
priests.  Meanwhile,  wife  Michal  was standing on
the balcony of the palace watching this procession.
But  what  should  have  been  a  great  joy  for  her,
became a terrible embarrassment when she saw
her husband dancing and jumping around in front
of  the  large  crowd,  dressed  in  "only  a  shoulder
gown."

She despised him, but why? Did she think it was
not decent or dignified enough because he wore
the priestly robe, and not his dignified royal robe?
Or was it perhaps because this shoulder gown was
the  only  garment  he  wore,  and  that  with  all  the
dancing and jumping around, certain things were
uncovered  that  were  not  appropriate  to  display?
We can only guess. Could it not also be that Michal
was merely arrogant,  and that  she despised her
husband, the king, for behaving so excessively?
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David often acted very impulsively, without thinking
carefully about what he was doing. If you are in a
leadership  position,  you  need  to  think  things
through very carefully. You have to be very careful
not to create the wrong impression, no matter how
good  your  intentions  may  be.  David  had  a
responsibility  to the people,  and he had to be a
symbol of integrity to them.

In David's palace, things were not so pleasant after
this  incident.  He was reprimanded by  Michal  for
behaving so ridiculously. He acted shamefully and
"exposed  himself  before  the  handmaids  of  his
subjects." Domestic problems! David's wife had no
understanding for his joy. What an anticlimax! He
acted  by  trying  to  reason  with  her  emotional
outburst with logic, but clearly did not understand
that it is an emotional issue with her, and that she
just  wanted  to  be  proud  of  her  husband.
Reproaches  were  exchanged,  and  the  marriage
ended up on the rocks.  Tragic!  Everything could
have been saved so easily if they had just listened
to  each  other.  And  this  is  exactly  where  many
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marriages are sinking today, where spouses blame
rather than listen to each other.

We got to know David as someone who had many
mistakes. Violence was his companion. Later there
was adultery and even murder. He had no control
over his children, and his family was plagued by
tragedy upon tragedy.

Yet  we also  got  to  know him as  someone who,
through all his difficulties, still clung to the Lord. He
loved the Lord vervantly.  He radiated it  when he
danced  exuberantly  in  front  of  the  Ark  of  the
Covenant. And also when he wrote and sang the
most moving songs and made heavenly music with
his lyre.

Does my life also radiate the wonderful love of the
Lord like David of old? Even if it's difficult?

Prayer:

Lord, please help me to listen to my spouse!
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Peter, Do You Love Me?

John 21: 15-19

Audio

This  is  the  happiest  hour  Peter  has  ever
experienced  in  his  life.  After  all  the  drama  and
sadness and the gruesome day at the cross, he
now sits snugly next to his beloved Master. And the
greatest  wonder  of  all  is  that  Jesus  lives!  Peter
simply felt  his  heart  swell  with love for  the risen
Messiah!

"Simon son of  John,  do you love me more than
these others do?"

Jesus'  unexpected  question  came  almost  as  a
shock  to  Peter.  But  without  hesitation  he
immediately  replied:  "Yes  Lord,  You  know  that  I
love You."

"Take  care  of  my  lambs"  Jesus  answered  him.
Peter  was  confused  -  why  all  of  a  sudden  this
question,  and  what  does  Jesus'  answer  to  this
actually mean? But he's too scared to ask.
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Peter's  thoughts  were  now  in  a  turmoil:  “But  of
course  I  love  my  Master  very  much.  I  will  do
anything for Him. To be precise, was it not me that
He singled out time and time again?”

Again he thought of the day when they were on the
lake.  Peter  smiles:  "How  I  almost  drowned  that
day!" He still  remembered how scared they were
when they saw the "ghost" coming over the waves
to their boat. And how happy he was when he saw
that it was all the time Jesus walking on the water.

He  still  remembered  it  like  yesterday,  how  that
desire burned in him to be able to walk on the sea
like Jesus.  The Master  told  him that  he and his
friends  could  also  perform  miracles  if  they  just
believed. No, it was actually not just a desire to be
able to walk on the sea, but he desired to be with
Jesus!

And when he took that first step on the water, and
he saw that he was not sinking, he was in ecstasy!
Peter's heart shrank as he also remembered how
he  began  to  doubt  when  the  first  great  wave
rushed upon him. Why then could he not continue
to believe?
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Jesus grabbed him by the hand and saved him.

"Simon son of John, do you love me very much?"
Peter heard his Master's question a second time.

"Yes Lord,  You  know I  love  You!"  Simon's  heart
beat in his throat. Why would Jesus ask him the
question  a  second  time?  Does  this  mean  that
Jesus is not so sure whether Peter is honest with
his answer?

"Of  course  I  love  Him!"  Now  Peter  is  fuming,
because he knows he was serious  about  it  and
that his answer was honest.

But then he heard the little voice inside him again:
“Peter,  what about that  Thursday night? Did you
forget?”

Peter's heart pounded wildly inside him. How could
he  ever  forget  about  that  damn  Thursday  night.
And the rooster! Was it love? Is it love when you lie
about  the  One  you  love,  and  you  whisper  to
everyone that you have never known that person?

"Take care of My sheep," he vaguely heard Jesus'
voice.
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“How can I take care of the Master's sheep when I
tell  people  that  I  do not  even know Him? Can I
ever  expect  Him  to  forgive  me  for  this  terrible
thing? And why does the Master still stand up for
me after all I have done wrong?” Peter's heart was
broken. He did not understand at all!

"Simon son of John, do you love me?" he heard
Jesus ask a third time.

Then something broke in Peter. Raw sobs jerked
through his body: "Lord, You know everything," he
sobbed as  tears  flowed through  his  beard,  "You
know I love You."

"Take care of my sheep, Peter."

The  Lord  knows  everything,  EVERYTHING!  Of
course, He knows of all of Peter's failures and of all
the times that Peter failed so miserably! And from
that  awful  Thursday night.  But  in  spite  of  all  his
weaknesses and shortcomings, he is still instructed
to take care of His flock. How can Jesus trust him
so much in spite of everything?

This morning Jesus speaks just as clearly to me
and to you, dear friend. Jesus also knows me and
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you  through  and  through.  The  Lord  knows
everything  -  EVERYTHING!  Like  Peter,  we  can
only stand before Him in tears  this  morning and
pour out our hearts, because our love for Him falls
so terribly short.  Day by day we grieve Him with
our  unloving  actions  and  our  many  sins.  But  in
spite of all this, He still loves us so immeasurably.
He has already forgiven and forgotten every sin of
mine and yours, and so His command to us this
morning is to go and tend to sheep. How you are
going  to  carry  out  that  commission  is  a  matter
between you and Jesus. Some of us have many
sheep  to  look  after,  and  some  have  only  one
sheep, but the Lord gives to each one according to
his  own ability.  He only  asks that  we take good
care of those sheep He has given us, with love.

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, thank You for still trusting me with Your
sheep in spite of all my mistakes. Help me to carry
out my task according to Your will.

52



Paul - One Last Letter

2 Timothy 1-4

Audio

Paul has one great desire, to write one last letter to
his  beloved  "son"  Timothy.  He  knows  that
sometimes it  is  very difficult  with the young man
who in difficult circumstances has to be the pastor
in the church in Ephesus.

Paul pleads with the jailer to please allow him to
get  someone in who can help him write a letter.
And for a wonder the man agrees.

A few days later the secretary shows up with his
parchment, ink and sharpened goose feathers, and
he takes a stand next to Paul. He is startled when
he sees how old and decrepit Paul has become in
this short  time. But  despite this,  there is still  the
sparkle in Paul's eyes, and the smile still wrinkles
around the corners of his mouth.

He began to write: “To Timothy, my beloved son.
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and
Christ Jesus our Lord.”
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Involuntarily,  Paul  thinks of  the last  time he saw
Timothy,  when  they  said  goodbye  in  Ephesus.
Tears  streamed  unashamedly  over  Timothy's
cheeks. Did he know then that this would be the
last time they would see each other?

"I  remember  your  farewell  tears  and  would  very
much like to see you again. It will be a great joy for
me,” Paul wrote, even though he knew it would not
happen. "I also think of your sincere faith that was
already in your grandmother Loïs and your mother
Eunice, and that, I am convinced, is also in you."

The secretary looks at Paul questioningly, thinking
about  how  he  should  put  it  to  Timothy.  Paul's
fervent prayer is that that fire in Timothy will never
go out.  Yes,  indeed,  one must  continually  kindle
the fire so that the power of the Holy Spirit can fill
us with love and self-control.

"Do not be ashamed to proclaim the message of
the Lord,  and please do not  be ashamed of  me
because I am in prison for the Lord."

Paul's thoughts began to wander. "How did I end
up in jail here?" the thought suddenly came to him.
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And  then  he  gets  a  lump  on  the  crotch  of  his
stomach as he thinks back to the many believers
he personally  dragged to  jail  in  his  young days.
How should those poor people have felt? And all of
them were  innocent!  All  they  wanted  to  do  was
follow Jesus!  Is  it  perhaps God's punishment for
those  deeds  of  his,  that  caused  him to  now be
trapped  here  waiting  for  his  death?  He  quickly
shakes  off  the  thought  -  Jesus  saved  him  and
totally forgave him!

He gets a smile on his face as he thinks back to
that day on the road to Damascus, the day Jesus
appeared to him from heaven. That day there was
a complete reversal in his life. As zealous as he
was  to  eradicate  the  church  roots  &  all,  so
suddenly did he become zealous to bring that very
church to life!

Oh yes, it was not easy! For a long time, everyone
rejected  and  avoided  him.  Were  it  not  for  dear
people like Barnabas who the Lord had sent on his
way, then the matter would have been lost to him.
How wonderful is the Lord! So great His love and
grace! After all the terrible things he had done to
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the church, the Lord overwhelms him with tons of
love.

And  then  came  that  wonderful  day  in  Antioch,
when  his  greatest  dream  came  true.  The
congregation  sends  him  and  his  good  friend
Barnabas  to  spread  the  gospel  to  the  gentiles!
Paul was ecstatic! From town to town and city to
city  they go and proclaim far  and wide of  God's
great love and grace.

Look, it  was definitely not moonshine and roses,
because they were yelled at, beaten, chased away,
thrown in jail, and even stoned! But through it all,
God's miraculous love grew bigger and stronger in
Paul. And that same love he trumpeted as far as
he went.

He smiles as he thinks of that painful day when he
and dear  old  Silas  were  beaten  mercilessly  and
lying chained on the floor in jail in Philippi. He tried
to forget about the unbearable pain, and then he
started singing. Silas joined him ‘till  their cheerful
songs of praise echoed through the dark corridors
of the prison. Great was his joy when the rough,
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pagan prison guard gave his heart  to Jesus that
same night!

And a few years later, when he was in prison in
Rome,  and  everything  seemed  finally  lost,  the
loving Father  came and gave him the  wonderful
opportunity to continue to serve the congregations
by  writing  letters  to  them.  He  just  had  to  tell
everyone about God's great love. But also how you
yourself  can  and  must  live  out  that  love  again.
"Even  though  I  speak  human  and  angelic
languages,  but  I  do  not  love,  I'm  just  making
noise!"  he once wrote. Love!  This is what it's  all
about!

“The time of  my death  is  at  hand,”  he writes  to
Timothy, “but I have run the good race; I reached
the finish line;  I  persevered faithfully  end-to-end.
Now the crown of victory is waiting for me, life with
God.”

For the last time, before concluding the letter, he
expresses the wish that Timothy will visit him soon.

"Paul, your time has come!" he hears the soldier
who has to take him to his trial.
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"Thank you Lord," Paul prayed, "thank you for your
great love and grace!"

According to tradition, Paul was beheaded under
the rule of the cruel emperor Nero in May of the
year 68 AD. Barely a month later, on June 9 of the
same year, Nero commits suicide.

Paul had a full life and left a rich legacy for many
millions of people.

Prayer:

Lord,  thank  you  for  the  wonderful  life  of  Paul.
Thank you for the great love he has so practically
lived out and proclaimed, for all that he has taught
us and the wonderful example he has set.
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Do You Love ME?

John 13: 31-38

Audio

Mother Theresa was seen by the world as an icon
of  service  and  love.  She  was  honoured  with  a
Nobel  Prize,  the  highest  honour  anyone  can
receive. But if we look at her life, it's actually a dull
existence of hard work and difficulties. She dealt
daily with the poorest of the poor. Her thin, wrinkled
face was definitely not that of a movie star. In her
life there was absolutely no glory.

When  Jesus  tells  His  disciples  that  His  time  of
glorification has come, then we must also put this
glory into perspective. In human terms we see a
glorification  as  splendour  and  glory  and  all  that
shines. At a gala evening, everyone is dressed in
the most beautiful and expensive clothes, and the
gems  sparkle  like  stars.  The  glorified  are  only
bestowed  upon  with  beautiful  things,  though
sometimes they are rotten within.  And the crown
they receive may look beautiful and spell glory, but
it is also bitterly perishable and hollow.
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Jesus' glorification works completely differently: A
night of anguish in Gethsemane, where He sweats
blood  and  wrestles  with  God,  ushers  in  His
glorification. Then He is shamefully betrayed, sold
for a handful of coins by one of His confidants. He
is  captured  and  brought  before  court,  a  court
where false testimony is thrown before him. The
friend  on  whom  His  hope  is  built  to  lead  the
outcasts denies Him in His greatest hour of need.

Yes, that was the beginning of Jesus' glorification.
It  would  get  much  worse  because  He would  be
mocked,  spit  on,  beaten  and  sent  from pillar  to
post. The climax of Jesus' glorification would come
when the soldiers hammered rough nails through
Him against the cursed cross, and where He would
hang  as  the  mockery  of  the  whole  world.  That
place is meant only for the worst of criminals. Is it
glorification?

Not only are these gruesome events a glorification
for Jesus, but also for God Almighty. For in this the
greatest act of love of all time takes shape. What
father would be willing to sacrifice his only son, the
one he loves, in a cruel way so that bad people
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could be saved? Abraham was willing to sacrifice
his only son Isaac, but it was for God, and it was
very noble. Yet he never committed the act. Thus,
when God sends His only begotten Son, the One
He  loves,  to  be  sacrificed,  and  so  that  wicked
people  who are  His  enemies  can  be  saved,  He
alone can be crowned with the highest honour and
glorification  possible.  And  Jesus,  who  voluntarily
submits  Himself  to  this  horrible  torture  and
humiliation, must simply be glorified and honoured
for  this  with  the  highest  honour  imaginable.  If
Mother  Theresa  could  get  a  Nobel  Prize,  how
much more could not Jesus!

Everything actually boils down to love. As already
stated, it was the greatest act of love of all time.
And then Jesus comes, and He also connects this
act  of  love  to  a  new  commandment  to  His
disciples: "You must love one another."

"Oh,  but  that's  an old  commandment,"  we might
want to say, because from the Old Testament we
learn that we must love God and our neighbour as
ourselves. But the love that Jesus is talking about
here is much deeper than that. "As I have loved
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you, you should also love one another." How much
does  Jesus  love  them?  So  much,  that  He  was
willing to face the horror of the cross for them. And
of course, the same goes for you and me today!
How much do you and I love our fellow believers?
So  much  that  we  will  undergo  even  the  worst
torture for them?

This kind of love actually does not even need the
Ten Commandments, because you’ll automatically
not take someone else's property or kill or hurt him.
It would be second nature not to say anything bad
about  him.  But  this  love  is  much  deeper:  When
Paul sings of love in 1 Cor 13, it is the kind of love
that Jesus is talking about here.

We say very easily that we love Jesus so much,
perhaps  also  our  fellow-believers  and  fellow
human-beings, that we are willing to do anything.
In  theory  it's  easy,  but  in  practice it's  a  different
story. Yes, even Peter, the Rock, the one with the
keys to the Kingdom, had to figure it out the hard
way.  "I  will  lay  down  my  life  for  You!"  he  says
confidently  to  Jesus.  But  then  Jesus  must  bring
him down hard to earth, for before that sad night
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would  have passed,  the  very  same Peter  would
have denied Jesus no less than three times. "I will
lay down my life for You!" Really?

Peter really loved Jesus. His actions, however, did
not really show it, and he fell hard. Yet Jesus still
loves him, and we see after Jesus' ascension how
He picks up Peter and makes him strong through
the  Holy  Spirit.  The  question  to  each  of  us  is
whether we truly love Jesus? How great and strong
is our love for Him, and how great is our love for
our fellow-believer?

Prayer:

Lord, my love for You and my fellow-man falls so
far short. Lift me up, please Lord.
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Stay in MY love

John 15: 1-17

Audio

The night  before  His  crucifixion,  Jesus used the
image of the vine. "Abide in Me," Jesus pleaded
with His disciples. "Abide in Me," He also pleads
with you and me! In the parable we see how the
juice of life rushes through the shoots, giving life in
abundance. The juice gives unprecedented growth
and  it  makes  the  shoot  bear  delicious,  syrupy
sweet, juicy grapes. Shoots that remain in Jesus
are anchored to the Vine. It is also not only eternal
life that is in question here, but a spiritual life that is
bubbling and growing and bearing fruit. The reason
is Jesus who makes the "juice of life" rush through
our veins, just as in the Cape vineyard.

What is the purpose of it all? John says in verse 8
that it is so that the Father may be glorified through
this.

Jesus  has  said  on  several  occasions  that  the
Father loves Him. It is very important to know this.
Now  Jesus  compares  the  Father's  love  for  Him
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with His love for us. He loves His disciples (this of
course includes you and me too) just as much as
the  Father  loves  Him.  This  is  a  very  big  love!
However,  Jesus  also  asks  something  of  us.  It
never  dares  to  stick  to  one-sided  love.  The
question has been asked many times: "How do I
prove my love for Jesus?" He personally gives the
answer here in very simple language. He says in
the  first  place  that  He  is  not  just  asking  for
something impossible from us. He came to set the
example. He came to carry out the commands of
the Father as proof that He also loves the Father.
In the same way, we must respond to Jesus' love
by loving Him as well. The proof of our love for Him
is  to  follow  His  example  and  carry  out  His
commands. Note: The instructions we receive from
Jesus are not nearly as difficult as the instructions
He received from the Father.

What is Jesus' command to us? This is a terribly
difficult  one:  "You must  love  one  another!"  Am I
joking  when  I  say  that  it's  very  difficult?  No,
because  it  comes  naturally  to  act  unlovingly.  It
takes effort and self-control to love one another in
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all circumstances, especially when someone is in a
crisis. It's so easy to gossip about him and slander
him. You literally kill that person with your words.
This  is  murder!  Love is  not  saying anything that
could hurt  another person,  but  at  the same time
acting positively towards that person and trying to
help.

To carry out Jesus' command means to think love,
to feel love, to do love, to live love. Love should be
the total guideline of your life. Did Jesus not live as
a  human  being?  What  a  wonderful  example  to
follow!

After  all,  it  seems to me that  two norms are set
regarding  the  living  out  of  our  love.  In  the  first
place,  there  is  the  love  described  in  the  law,
namely that I should love my neighbour as I love
myself. This is what the Lord expects of me. But
the love that Jesus describes here is a much more
intimate love, one that is even more intense. This
is the bond of love between fellow-believers. After
all, you are going to love your own brother or sister
much  more  than  a  stranger.  Well,  in  Jesus,  all
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believers  are  brothers  and sisters.  So these are
real close-knit ties that bind us together.

What  does  such  love  entail?  Paul  spelled  it  out
very clearly in 1 Cor. 13, where he says, among
other  things,  that  love  is  patient  and  kind,  not
boastful,  envious,  light-hearted  or  conceited.
Indecency and self-interest are two things that do
not  appear  in  love's  dictionary,  and  there  is  no
mention of keeping track of evil. If you have Jesus'
love in you, you will not rejoice in injustice, but will
rejoice when the truth triumphs.

But once again we must realize, as I have already
mentioned  above,  that  everything  is  ultimately
primarily about the Father, and that He is glorified
first in the living out of our love. Think of it this way:
if  two brothers  were to  fight,  who would get  the
most  hurt?  Their  parents  are  hurt  by  their
obstinacy! They are the guys who would get hurt
the  most  from  the  disagreement.  On  the  other
hand: have you ever heard a father brag about his
children telling that they love each other so much?
That they will  do anything to protect each other?
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That  dad  wants  to  burst  with  pride!  There  is
nothing in life that gives him more pleasure.

God is our Father, and in exactly the same way we
make  Him  happy  when  we  live  out  our  love
practically and in a very tangible way towards our
brothers  and  sisters  in  the  faith.  Love  for  our
fellow-man,  especially  our  fellow-believer,  is  an
integral part of our love for God. If we do not love
one another, living out our love for God is useless.

Jesus concludes this pericope by returning to the
thought  of  the  vine.  The  disciples,  and  this  of
course includes us, were appointed to go out and
bear  fruit.  Like  the  delicious,  sweet,  juicy  grape
seeds on the vine shoots, so must our love be for
one another, sweet, juicy fruit. But it is not just a
request  of  Jesus,  it  is  a  command:  "I  command
you, that you love one another!" (v. 17)

Prayer:

Lord, I am deeply guilty before You this morning,
because  my  love  for  my  fellow-believers  has
waned.  Please  help  me  to  love  them
unconditionally.
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Attitude of the Heart

Matthew 3: 1-12

Audio

In  this  morning's  Scripture  passage,  the  word
“Love” does not even appear once. We only read
of John the Baptist preaching brimstone and fire.
He emphasizes the idea of repentance. Now what
does this have to do with love? It has everything to
do with  attitude of  the heart,  and that  is  exactly
what love is, a specific attitude of the heart.

John was a very straightforward man, and he said
exactly  what  he  was  thinking,  without  mincing
matters.  It  would  eventually  cost  him  his  life!
However, John was so serious about his message,
and his love for the Lord was so great that he did
not hesitate for a moment to blurt out what was in
his heart.  Not even towards the shocked king or
the church leaders! Despite his painful straight and
honest  message,  the  Jews  flocked  to  him,  and
people were converted in large numbers.

Why were there so many people following John?
There was certainly the hunger for true, undiluted
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religion.  John  offered  them  something  that  the
scribes could not offer.

He was preaching somewhere in the desert, and
his  appearance  was  rugged.  His  clothes  were
made  of  coarse  camel  hair  and  there  was  an
impressive leather belt around his hips. The worst
thing, however, was that he lived on locusts and
wild honey! It must have made them think of the
image they had in their minds of Elijah, a prophet
who had also spent a long time in the wilderness.
Here was now a true man of God! Angus Buchan?

John moved the people in such a way that even
some  of  the  church  leaders,  Pharisees  and
Sadducees  came  to  be  baptized  by  him.  John,
however, saw through their motives, and told them
exactly what he thought of them: "Breed of vipers"
he  shouted  at  them.  They  just  wanted  to  be
baptized to look pious. Were they ever willing to
correct what was wrong in their lives? When Jesus
comes  into  your  life,  you  must  show  by  your
lifestyle that He has truly become part of your life.
If your acts of love towards God and your fellow-
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man do not become visible, then it means that you
were not serious when you gave your heart to Him.

I was once seriously reprimanded because I wrote
that it  is only necessary to accept Jesus to gain
eternal life, and that you do not have to keep the
law at all. The person was very upset, and asked if
it was okay to go and sin as you pleased? Indeed,
she  was  absolutely  right!  But  first  allow  me  to
qualify  my  statement:  No  law-keeping  will  ever
bring  you  salvation!  Only  the  precious  blood  of
Jesus, in other words to believe in Jesus, can bring
you to heaven.  BUT,  the day when Jesus came
into  your  life  that  day,  there  must  be  a  radical
change of heart in you. Now you are going to stop
sinning, and your life is going to be beautiful, not
because it can earn you salvation, because Jesus
has already earned salvation on your behalf! You
do this out of gratitude for God's great mercy on
you.  Your  life  should  show that  you  were  really
serious about your decision to follow Jesus. It may
not just be a decision you have to make because
people  expected  it  from  you.  James  put  it  so
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beautifully: "What good is it  if  someone believes,
but his deeds do not confirm it?" James 2:14

This is exactly what John told the church leaders:
they  were  baptized  just  for  the  sake  of
appearances,  and their  lives did  not  show at  all
that  they  were  serious.  Indeed,  the  law  is  not
important  to  your  salvation,  but  the  law  is
extremely important  in  the eyes of  God,  and He
wants us to keep the law. However, there is a huge
shift in emphasis in the law: it is no longer a long
list  of  do's  and don'ts  that  you have to slavishly
follow. It must be an attitude that is written in your
heart.

Jesus summed up the whole law by saying that it is
about love.  Firstly  love for  God but  at  the same
time also love for your fellow-man. If you truly love
God, then you will honour His Name and cast out
the idols in your life. Then it is no longer a law, but
an attitude. If you love your fellow-man, you will not
want  to  hurt  him  in  any  way!  Whether  it's  his
possessions, his good name or in whatever way. In
fact,  if  you truly care about your fellow-man, you
will go out of your way to lovingly overload him with
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kindness, caring, hospitality and more. Then it  is
no longer a law, but a way of life! This is exactly
what John meant. For the church leaders of that
time, it was just about keeping laws at all costs and
not about the right heart attitude and way of life.
Despite being baptized, they later became furious
with Jesus, eventually killing Him. They nailed Him
to the cross innocently!

Is it love?

What is the attitude of my heart? For what reason
do I go to church and do good to others? Is it to
impress the world? Or is it really a life of gratitude
bubbling from the bottom of my heart? If that heart
attitude of Jesus' love is part of my life, I will truly
live out my love practically, not out of a sense of
duty, but because it is an integral part of my life!

Prayer:

Lord, please cultivate in my heart the right attitude
towards You and my fellow-man, one of true love
and compassion.
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Love for Your Enemy

Matthew 5: 43-48

Audio

War is a terrible thing, and I think our world has
had enough of it for the last few years. If you are
one of the aged, you will probably still remember
the  horrors  of  World  War  II.  And  many  of  our
middle-aged men were still fighting in the terrifying
border war.  But  it  is  precisely in  such gruesome
circumstances  where  you  see  people  doing  the
most  absurd  things,  often  in  appalling
circumstances. It  often happens that a man risks
his  own  life  to  save  one  of  his  wounded
accomplices. But sometimes it also happens that
someone risks his life to save one of the enemy
who is wounded. And then we wonder what went
through that man's mind!

I  was  shocked  a  few  years  ago  when  another
senseless murder was committed, this time on a
young minister. The natural reaction of the young
man's  father  must  have been to  curse  the  cruel
attacker in anger. However, he did not do it! The
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incomprehensible reaction of the dismayed father
was to say that he was praying for his son's killer!
And then there was the couple, Louis and Hettie
Brittz  who were brutally  attacked,  and on top  of
that, Hettie was raped. Hettie and Louis' reaction
was  that  they  forgave  that  rapist.  They  carry
absolutely no resentment against him!

Our  natural  response is  to  immediately  ask how
this is then possible? One simply cannot help but
hate such an unscrupulous villain! And what about
your enemy in war? You should hate him, not so?

It reminds me of the story that the late Jan Spies
told  about  David  and  Jonathan.  David  was  a
sheep,  and  Jonathan  a  tame  lion,  and  the  two
grew  up  together  on  the  farm  and  instead  of
Jonathan wanting to eat David, as of course in any
lion's  nature,  the  two  became  the  biggest  of
friends. But one day the farmer came driving from
the village, and then he saw something that made
his hair stand on end: in the long grass Jonathan
was  stalking  his  friend,  David,  where  he  was
standing  and  grazing  quietly,  and  he  could  just
read the murderous thoughts on Jonathan's face.
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The farmer is furious, and he jumps out of the car
with  his  sjambok,  and  he  gives  the  astonished
Jonathan a beating he would never forget. The lion
was also very arrogant with him, but after a few
lashes with the sjambok he ran away. The farmer
then got back in his car and drove to the house,
and what he saw there almost gave him a heart
attack:  here  Jonathan  was  lying  peacefully
sleeping all the time! Was it a wild lion that he had
attacked so fearlessly with the sjambok?

Jesus'  sixth  contradiction  makes  your  neck  feel
creepy,  when  He  says  that  you  must  love  your
enemy. Your first reaction is to say, “Lord, now You
are making a mistake! One cannot!” It  is not the
natural  nature  of  man  and  it  runs  counter  to
everything  that  is  human  within  you!  Is  it  at  all
humanly  possible  to  obey  such  a  command  of
Jesus? Are you not  making a murderous den of
your heart if you have to do such things?

Let's be honest: it is not humanly possible to love
your enemies. But that's not what this is all about!
It is first and foremost about God, and His ways.
Verse 45 describes the indescribable goodness of
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God and how He gives all His gifts to good as well
as  bad people.  He gives unlimited to  friend and
foe. He is willing to give the gift of eternal life to
any person who is only willing to believe in Jesus.
And  often  it  is  people  who  have  lived  in  the
greatest animosity with God. He is willing to forgive
that animosity and give that rebel a new heart, and
on top of that let His Spirit enter that person.

God wants  something of  that  kind  of  love  to  be
visible in us. We must be as He is! Of course, this
is  not  possible,  but  He wants  us  to  at  least  try,
seriously try to pursue such love. It is only in the
light of God's love, and then specifically His love
for  His  enemies,  that  this  command  of  Jesus
begins  to  make  sense.  In  theory  it  sounds
impossible, but in practice it has been proven time
and time again that this kind of love is doable. Be
creative!  It  will  only  depend  on  you,  on  how
inventive you can carry out this love, and how you
can indulge in it. No, in fact, this is not entirely true,
for it is only through the power that the Holy Spirit
gives you that this commission becomes feasible.
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If I am willing to allow the Holy Spirit to work in me
and through me, then it becomes possible.

So when Jesus says that we must be as perfect as
God,  then  He  means  that  we  must  have  a
continual pursuit  of this perfection. No, of course
we will  never  be able  to  achieve it  fully,  but  we
never give up walking that path, and you must walk
that path with devotion. Some people are going to
progress much further down the road than others.
However, it must be a love journey for each of us,
one where we live out our love for God and our
neighbour.  Yes,  and  even  for  our  enemies!
However, this can only happen in the power of the
Holy Spirit.

Prayer:

Lord, I am deeply guilty before You when it comes
to  love  for  my  enemies.  Please  give  me  a  true
heart of love.
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Do Good To Others

Matthew 7: 1-12

Audio

If  there  is  one  passage  in  the  Bible  that  we
deliberately misunderstand,  then it’s  the passage
from  Jesus'  Sermon  on  the  Mount  about  the
splinter in the eye and the pearls before the swine.
How often have you,  and certainly  I,  not  said to
someone: "Look at the beam in your eye before
you look at the splinter in my eye!"? And how many
times  in  your  life  have  you  not  annoyingly
remarked that you do not throw your pearls before
the pigs? What exactly did Jesus mean by these
expressions?

Jesus is trying to bring home the idea of "Abundant
Righteousness."  We might sum up this devotion
with the words, "Do good to others." In verses 1 to
6  Jesus  explains  how  others  should  NOT be
served,  and  in  verses  7  to  12  He  says  how  it
SHOULD happen.

In  the  first  part  the  thought  stands  out:  "Do  not
judge". Those words are very convenient to hide
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behind when we do something, and we want to try
and justify our actions. If you do, however, you are
abusing the Word of God, because that is never
what Jesus meant by this. Jesus wants to tell you
and me that we need to look at our own mistakes
before we condemn other people. On TV we see
the people  of  the  poor  neighbourhoods throwing
stones and protesting because there is no service
delivery.  Often they have to go without water for
weeks.  There  is  no  sanitation.  They  live  in
appalling  conditions.  For  years  now  they  have
been begging and begging and complaining,  but
nothing is  happening.  And now they are furious.
Our first reaction is that you do not have to deal
with your problems in this way. You have to do it in
a “civilized” way!

But my question is: if I were in that same situation,
would I  not  have become angry  too? Wouldn't  I
have toi-toi'd with them? Do we not sometimes get
angry in a traffic jam, especially when some guy
pushes  in  in  front  of  us?  Or  with  the  total
clumsiness  or  corruption  of  some  civil  servant?
This  is  just  an  example,  but  I  am very  quick  to
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judge people  without  looking  at  myself,  and first
make sure my own life is clean and pure. If my own
life is not spotless, I dare not condemn another! In
1 Cor 9:27 Paul says that he will never even dream
of calling someone else to the battle if he himself is
not properly qualified.

But  what  about  Matthew 18:15-20,  where  Jesus
pertinently  says  that  I  must  rebuke  my  fellow
believer  if  he  sins?  Indeed,  Jesus  wants  to  say
here that I must keep my life in such a way, that I
will have the courage to tell my fellow-sinner where
he can receive his grace from. I am therefore not
going to condemn him from a lofty height, but in
humility and especially love, and talk to him with
my  own  weaknesses  in  mind.  But  only  when  I
myself  have  properly  swept  in  front  of  my  own
door.

This is in line with the following passage, because
if you offer your “valuable advice” to someone from
a lofty height, you will only receive such “valuable
advice”  in  return,  because  that  person  will  most
certainly  not  appreciate  it,  and  then  it's  like
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throwing your pearls in front of the pigs! They will
then simply trample it into the mud!

Now how then should I serve my neighbour? With
great love! Verse 12 sums it up that we must do to
other  people  what  we  want  done  to  ourselves.
Jesus says that the Law and the Prophets confirm
it. However, we must be careful how we interpret
these words,  because what  is  enjoyable  for  one
person  is  a  pain  for  the  other.  Again,  I  must
emphasize that you can never take a single verse
and make it law! You must read it in the context in
which it was written. The norm here is not what it
looks  good  for  YOU to  do,  but  WHAT  GOD
REQUIRES.  If  you  look  at  the  rest  of  Jesus'
Sermon on the Mount,  you can clearly  see how
God expects us to treat our fellow-man. There are
certain guidelines, and the most important of these
is love. It means reaching out in love to your fellow-
man  and  even,  as  we  saw  yesterday,  to  your
enemy as well!

1 Cor 13 tells us very nicely exactly how we deal
with these things in love. Among other things, Paul
says that love is patient and kind and certainly not
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boastful and conceited. On top of that it is also not
sensative. If we keep Paul's precepts in mind, we
can  begin  to  live  that  love  practically  as  Jesus
wants  us  to  do.  We owe it  to  each  other!  Only
when  we  begin  to  get  these  things  right  do  we
begin to fulfill the true law of God.

The painful question this morning is: what happens
if I  do not get it  right? What if  I  try hard, but it's
impossible for me to live my love properly? Then I
ask my merciful  Father in Heaven. He is always
ready to give me good gifts, yes, and to you too!
Yes,  indeed,  He  even  gives  the  gift  of  His  love
where we often fall so far short, so that we too can
live that love to our full potential, not only towards
God but also towards our fellow-man.

Prayer:

Lord, I confess this morning that I am often so well-
informed - so eager to see the splinters in the eyes
of others while I myself have a huge beam in my
own eye. Forgive me and please guide me on the
right path - the path of perfect love.
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Love In Practice

Matthew 8: 1-17

Audio

In the wonderful sermon of Jesus on the mountain,
which we read about in Matthew 5, we see with
what  authority  Jesus spoke.  What He said there
silenced  the  crowds,  and  thousands  of  people
clung to His lips. But mere words mean nothing if
they cannot be confirmed by deeds. We often see
this  truth  in  men  and  women  in  high  political
circles.  Time  and  time  again,  the  most  beautiful
inspirational  speeches  are  made  and  the  most
wonderful  promises are made,  but  that  does not
happen. We see this happening in our country, and
the  man on  the  street  gets  furious  because  the
promises remain empty. In recent years, we have
seen  people  raging  furiously  because  there  are
only promises of homes and service delivery, but
absolutely  nothing  comes  of  it.  Garbage  and
rubbish fill the villages and the sewer systems no
longer  work.  Our  rivers  and  dams  are  poisoned
because they just make promises and their words
do not turn into deeds.
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Matthew  quotes  three  incidents  that  show  that
Jesus is  so different.  The first  is  of  a leper  who
risks his life to seek Jesus among the great crowd.
Just a single word from Jesus was enough to heal
him of his terrible disease. Someone with leprosy
in those years was an outcast from society. No one
wanted or  could have anything to  do with  them.
The law even forbade them to have any contact
with  people  because  their  skin  ailment  could  be
deadly contagious. He could be severely punished
if he walked in among other people. This desperate
man  therefore  dares  to  go  to  Jesus  and  walk
among the crowd.  On the other  hand,  a healthy
person does not  dare to  touch a leper,  because
then  he  himself  was  unclean.  Jesus  does  not
hesitate  to  touch  the  leper.  He  puts  His  own
reputation  at  stake,  thus  showing  that  love
demands more of you than is usually expected.

The second person we hear about this morning is
someone who filled the Jews with hatred by simply
mentioning his name. Although he was a man of
prestige, and held a good position in the army, he
was not a Jew, and the Jews despised him with a
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passion,  for  he  was  part  of  their  enemy,  their
oppressors, the Romans. How dare he, who has
absolutely no part in the Jews and their faith, come
to  Jesus,  the  Son  of  David,  for  help?  But  the
situation was much worse: it was not for himself or
his family, but for a piece of worthless property, a
slave! This officer humiliates himself  by asking a
Jew for help for  a slave! I  see here a man who
really cared, because a slave in those days was
the absolute lowest class of man, and they were
often  treated  like  animals.  Yet  this  hardened
Roman had the compassion in his heart to care for
that slave. Jesus notices his compassion and his
faith,  and  the  man  is  instantly  healed.  With  this
Jesus shows that He could not only say beautiful
things, but put them into practice. When He says
that you must love your enemy, He shows you how
to put that love into practice!

The third incident also had to do with an outcast
from society. Not only was she a woman, who by
the  way  was  just  a  piece  of  property  in  Jewish
culture, but she was also a mother-in-law! She was
lying there with a high fever, and she did not even

86



ask for help, because she knew she was not worth
helping. As a woman she was less important, but
for  Jesus  she  was  of  the  utmost  importance,
because she is a human being! Without her asking
for it, Jesus takes her by the hand, and suddenly
the fever is gone, and she is sparkling healthy.

Matthew writes  that  many more  people  came to
Jesus that night, and He healed all  the sick and
cast out demons.

I  said at  the beginning that words without deeds
are  meaningless.  Jesus  demonstrated  here  how
we can and must live the things He spoke of. For a
believer  to  simply  say,  "I  believe  in  Jesus!"  is
meaningless if your actions do not show what that
faith means. Your actions are in fact a stamp on
what  you  confess.  Today,  Jesus  practically
demonstrates that it is not only enough to say that
you love your neighbour, but that you need to grab
the bull by the horns and do something to alleviate
his  need.  But  He  goes  much  further,  and  He
demonstrates that it is not necessarily the people
in your circle of friends or your family circle who
should  receive  your  practical  love,  but  also  the
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people out there. The outcasts from society often
need  your  practical  love  much  more  than  the
people  who are  easy  for  you  to  love.  The  dirty,
smelly bum, the beggar, the neighbour who gives
you so much trouble, the troubled boss who hates
everyone,  they  are  all  people  and  also  God's
children!

Let's  make  a  point  of  living  our  love  practically
today to everyone who comes our way!

Prayer:

Lord, I have to confess that my faith is often purely
theoretical, and that the practical is lacking. Please
help me to truly live my love.
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To Be Jesus to Someone

Matthew 22: 34-45

Audio

Yesterday we talked about  the  practical  living  of
love. This morning I would like to share with you a
beautiful story I once read about practical love.

A group of salesmen attended a long and difficult
seminar  in  Chicago.  Eventually  it  was over,  and
that Friday night they could be back home, in time
for dinner. So they let their wives know too.

Unfortunately,  the  seminar  lasted  a  little  longer
than planned, and they had to rush to be on time
for their flight. At the airport, the men had to run
because the  plane does not  wait  for  you.  In  his
haste,  one  guy  did  not  quite  make  it  around  a
bend, and he accidentally ran into a table on which
a  huge  pile  of  apples  had  been  neatly  stacked.
Apples rolled in all directions, until the entire floor
was littered with fruit. What a mess! The men were
late for their flight, so there was no time to still stop
to try to save the situation. They did not even look
around.
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Well, one guy did look around in the run, and to his
shock he saw the  poor  girl  who looked like she
was standing on the brink of  despair  among the
rolling  apples.  Suddenly  he  felt  deeply  sorry  for
her,  and  he  turned  around  to  help  clear  up  the
mess quickly. He gestured to his mates that they
should go on. They just had to please let his wife
know he would be late. He would get another flight
later. But he could not leave the poor girl so with
the mess they had caused!

What  he  found  at  the  apple  stall  touched  him
deeply. The 16-year-old girl he found there was in
tears of  pure frustration. Only then did he notice
that she was blind. She did not have the faintest
idea where to start looking for her apples. And as
she  desperately  tried  to  pick  up  the  apples,  the
hordes of people streamed past and trampled on
her wares without even noticing her.

The man jumped in and helped her tidy everything
up  and  unpack  the  apples  neatly  on  the  table
again. In the process, however,  a number of  the
apples were damaged. He packed them separately
in a bag, and then he took $40 out of his pocket
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and gave it  to  the  girl  to  cover  the  damage his
friends had caused. "I do not hope we have spoiled
your day too much," he said kindly as he turned to
arrange another flight home. But he was stopped
when the girl asked him out of the blue, "Sir, are
you not Jesus?"

The young man finally got a later flight home, but
the girl's  question kept burning in his mind: "Are
you not perhaps Jesus?"

At first glance it sounds almost like a slanderous
question,  but  if  you  think  about  this,  is  this  not
perhaps what the world out there should think of
you  and  me?  Have  I  ever  meant  so  much  to
someone in need that  the person sees Jesus in
me? Indeed, we must practically live Jesus' love in
such a way that people can see Jesus in us. Love
is not a feeling or beautiful words, it is the practical
living  of  what  Jesus  came  to  give  us  as  an
example.

When I say I know Jesus, I should live and do as
Jesus  would  if  He  were  in  my  shoes.  Knowing
Jesus means much more than just going to church
or  knowing  Bible  verses  or  praying  regularly.  It
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means  living  the  Word  in  every  situation  I
experience day by day. That means I will notice the
need of  people.  However,  it  means  much more,
that I not only notice it, not only feel sorry for them,
but  that  I  am  actually  going  to  do  something
positive about the situation.

I  read  a  newspaper  article  a  while  ago  about  a
police  officer  who  stood  watching  while  a  villain
was  robbing  someone.  When  confronted  later
about his dont-care attitude, he simply shrugged: "I
was on my way to the office." He was in a situation
where  he  could  help  someone  as  a  trained
policeman.  However,  he  totally  ignored  the  poor
person's needs!

The  apple-guy  could  so  easily  have  looked  the
other way and gone on with his life, running with
his friends. He could have caught his flight in time
and  spent  the  evening  with  his  family.  No  one
would  have  even  known  about  the  blind  girl's
dilemma.  For  her,  however,  it  would  end  in
disaster.  The  small  sacrifice  he  made  showed
someone that Jesus is still a reality today. That He
still cares for ordinary people today.
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I challenge you to be Jesus to someone today!

Prayer:

Lord, please give me the passion in my heart today
to see the need in people, and that I will not walk
past. Also also give me the strength and courage
to  turn around and do something real  about  the
situation.
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Retribution or Love?

Romans 12: 17-21

Audio

"Do not repay evil with evil. Be kind to ALL people."
So Paul writes.

"Paul could easily talk! He doesn’t live in the world
we live in today!" would my reaction possibly be.

These two simple sentences of Paul run counter to
our whole being. But now, is he really so unfair?
What did Paul's world look like then?

If  we  go  through  the  history  books,  we  come
across  things  that  make  your  neck  hair  bristle.
Rome was the main centre of persecution of the
Christians. On top of that, the whole world looked
down on this "Christian sect".

A few years after Paul wrote this letter, the great
persecution  erupted  in  all  it’s  disgusting  rage,
especially under the rule of the unprincipled, cruel
Nero.  For  the  "entertainment"  of  the  Roman
citizens,  Christians  were  tied  to  poles,  smeared
with tar and set on fire to serve as living torches in
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the  dark  streets  of  Rome.  Others  were  released
into  the  arena,  simply  for  the  sheer  fun  of  the
indulgent  Romans  in  the  infamous  Colosseum
along with  starving lions and other  wild  animals.
For the poor believers there was no escape, and
they were lacerated. It is told of a woman who was
tied to a bull's  back and chased in amongst  the
lions!  What  a  horrible  death  to  die!  It  was  an
everyday sight to see believers crucified like Jesus.
As they hung there in excruciating pain, they had
to  hear  the  mocking  laughter  of  the  bloodthirsty
Roman  men  and  girls.  Many  believers  were
beheaded,  burned,  or  tortured  to  death  while
authorities  tried  to  force  them to  renounce  their
faith. Others were simply declared out-lawed. This
meant  that  anyone could take their  possessions,
mock, torture or even kill them, and nobody would
be the wiser!

"Do not repay evil with evil. Be kind to ALL people."
Is this how you react to such cruelty and injustice?
How  did  the  Christians  react  in  Nero's  time?
Breathtaking  stories  were  told  of  believers  who
remembered  Paul's  words  and  while  they  died
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cruelly,  they  sang  praises  to  God  that  echoed
through  the  arena  that  must  have  irritated  the
Roman spectators as they came specifically to see
the Christians cringe from anxiety. There are also
numerous stories of Romans who were converted
specifically because of what they saw happening
there.

The Christians  were  so  totally  different  from the
unbelievers. Can the same be said of you and me?

Today I wonder if we will ever make such sacrifices
for  our  faith?  We  actually  have  more  leniency
today!  Although  physical  persecution  is  still  an
everyday occurrence in certain parts of the world,
in  the  free  world  we  are  primarily  exposed  to
spiritual persecution. In a sense, it may be just as
bad,  if  not  worse,  than  physical  persecution.
Mocking,  contempt,  neutrality,  disengagement,
aloofness,  these  are  all  things  that  can  kill  you
spiritually and totally degrade you.

Often these things come our way with a purpose.
We must remember that being a believer does not
mean that your path here on earth is littered with
moonshine  and  sweet  rose  petals.  Being  a
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Christian  is  definitely  not  for  sissies!  God  will
sometimes allow evil  to  hurt  us,  and what is my
reaction  then?  Swear  revenge?  Retaliation?  For
example, if you are mocked for your beliefs, your
natural response is to fight back or perhaps crawl
into your shell and cry about it. To your mockers,
it's like oil on the fire, because that's exactly what
they want to see!

This is now exactly where love comes in. My first
reaction to that should be that I will try at all times
to  use  the  persecution  to  magnify  God's  Name,
and in that way live my love for Him. For example,
if you smile about it and make it clear that these
things  are  only  driving  you  closer  to  God,  their
mocking  will  be  soured  because  they  have  not
achieved  their  goal.  But  even  more:  just  maybe
one of them will  realize what God's acquittal can
do to you, and that  he himself  will  be converted
through  it.  If  that  happens,  then  the  little
persecution  you  had  to  endure  was  worth  it
through and through. Then it actually means that
you not  only showed love to God by magnifying
His Name, but that you showed love to your fellow-
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man  by  giving  him  the  opportunity  to  share  in
eternal life as well.

So Paul asks me to become positively, lovingly and
sacrificially  involved  with  the  unbelievers  who
come  my  way.  Even  if  they  reject  or  mock  or
persecute me, I must still radiate God's wonderful
light and love to them. Remember: Jesus died for
sinners, not for good people. Also remember that
He saved you,  in  great  love,  and that  while  you
were still His enemy just like the other guys who
are persecuting you! Won't we do the same to our
fellow-man?

Prayer:

Lord,  give  me  the  perseverance,  courage  and
grace to radiate Your love for all, even when I am
being persecuted.
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Live Love

Romans 13: 8-14

Audio

"Make love,  not  war!"  adorned the  poster  of  the
slovenly-dressed  guy  with  the  floral  shirt  and
messy  beard.  His  hair  is  bleached  blond  and
hangs on his shoulders.  It  is  the sixties and the
great  pursuit  of  which he and the protesters  are
part of, is for love, peace and tranquility.

It all sounds very nice and noble, until you go and
see how it worked in practice. "Free love," was the
slogan of the day, emphasizing "Free!" This group
lived  together  in  communes  in  great  simplicity,
almost a squatter existence, preferably by the sea
where they could frolic on their surfboards all day
long.  You were greeted with "Peace!"  and if  you
had  the  bad  luck  to  be  a  policeman,  you  were
cursed  with  "Peace  to  you  too,  pig!"  They  were
constantly  fighting  with  the  police  because  they
usually  squatted  where  it  was  illegal,  and  then
there was the disgusting sweet fume of marijuana
that constantly hung over their camp.
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It sounds very romantic to us today, but there was
one huge gap in this movement: God was totally
absent.  It  was  a  false  love  that  sought  to  bring
about  world  peace  by  trying  to  undermine  all
authority  with  peaceful  resistance.  Sometimes,
when they strolled through the streets with posters,
the  peace  disappeared,  especially  when  they
clashed with the police.

The  Hippies'  view  of  love  was  a  total
misunderstanding  of  the  meaning  of  the  word.
Love meant only one thing to them, and the result
was strings of dirty children who did not know who
their fathers were!

What does love really mean? Paul says that living
love  means  to  live  the  whole  law  of  God  in
practice.  Murder,  theft  and  adultery  are  very
definitely not part of someone's life if he lives love.
But it goes far beyond just not doing the bad things
physically.  It  is  also  about  the  things  that  are
burning in your heart, your desires! Someone who
caresses  a  desire  will  eventually  be  so
preoccupied with it that it bursts open like an ulcer
when he gives in to his dirty thoughts. If you look at
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the sexy secretary with eyes that strip the clothes
off  her  body,  you  only  need  a  little  bit  of
encouragement  on  her  part  to  take  action  and
devastate the lives of an entire family (maybe two).

Paul emphasizes Jesus' words, that the whole law
lies in loving your fellow-man. Certainly not with an
erotic "eros" love, but a true self-sacrificing "agapé"
love as Jesus lived it. Love that hurts someone is
not true love, because Paul explains that true love
does not hurt anyone, but lives the law of God fully.

The law of God is not a bunch of do's and don'ts,
which ultimately completely confuses and exhausts
you. The law is rather an attitude of life where God
is the starting point of everything. It is an attitude of
life  where  you  do  in  the  first  place  what  God
expects  of  you,  not  what  people  expect  of  you!
This attitude to life can be summed up in the word:
“LOVE”. Now we must also realize very clearly that
love  is  not  an  emotion  or  a  feeling,  but  it  is  a
practical act of self-sacrifice in which God's honour
is served and where other people's interests take
precedence.
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What does this mean in practice? If I could name a
few examples: to radiate bubbling joy and peace in
your workplace, you are already doing two things:
you reflect the love of God so that your colleagues
can see Jesus in and through you, but at the same
time you create a very contagious atmosphere that
relieves  work  stress  for  everyone.  Do  things  for
someone else without expecting anything in return,
such as visiting a lonely patient in the hospital or
nursing home and just  chatting.  Go and comfort
someone who is experiencing sorrow, even if it is a
bitter cross for yourself.  Show someone that you
truly care.

Practicing love practically may also require you to
be able to share the gospel with someone else. By
making a  serious  study  of  the  Word,  it  not  only
gives you knowledge to be able to talk to others
about it,  but  at  the same time it  also brings you
closer to God, and thus you live your love for Him.

Paul  wants  to  impress  upon  us  that  time  has
become short. If we look at the signs of the times
today,  we  can  clearly  see  how  the  earth  is
speeding towards its end at an astonishing speed.
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All  the  violence,  corruption  and  wars,  all  the
droughts,  famines,  earthquakes,  devastating
floods,  global  warming and now also Covid 19 -
everything indicates that the end is near. Now it's
time for us to live this love on all levels with a new
urgency.  That  we  preach  the  gospel  to  all  who
want to listen, and even to those who do not want
to listen.

Prayer:

Lord, please incite me to live Your wonderful love
with a burning fire.
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Accept each other in Love

Romans 14: 1-12

Audio

Excited, I walk into the church early morning. The
modern congregation in Welkom will,  for the first
time,  do the  prelude at  the worship  service with
guitar  accompaniment.  A twinkling  flows  through
my young veins when the brilliant musician makes
his appearance. With great enthusiasm he urges
the  congregation  to  praise,  and  I  am  sure  the
angels in heaven are singing along!

But not everything is kosher in paradise, the snake
is  there  too!  In  the  elders'  benches,  an  elder  is
sitting, fuming! Eventually he can no longer bear it,
and  he  jumps  up  and  storms  out  of  the  church
noisily while mumbling something about a "circus"
and "sacreledge".  He is  deeply  concerned about
this  new  "unholy"  instrument  that  is  now  being
smuggled into the sanctuary of the church!!

My  first  reaction  was to  condemn the  man right
there and then.  How can someone be so petty?
What's  wrong  with  a  guitar?  He's  just  very
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cramped,  that's  all!  It  took  a  lot  of  pleading  to
resolve this dispute in the church because people
took sides. Some were delighted with a renewal in
the church, but others felt that it was not quite the
thing  to  do,  and  suddenly  the  congregation  was
divided, and the poor pastor had to put out fires!

In Rome, too, there was division: in one corner sat
the  Jewish  believers,  who  demanded  that  the
Sabbath still be observed, and that pork be an evil.
They had a lot of rules and regulations for the faith.
In  the  other  corner  were  the  believers  from the
gentile nations who merely accepted the acquittal
of Jesus without any reservation. To them, all these
Jewish flourishes were pure nonsense. The Jews
wanted to try to convert this "loose" bunch, and in
turn they tried to save the Jews from their cramped
views. And so they all started quarrelling and poor
Paul had to extinguish the fires once again!

Today, these kinds of differences are still present in
the  church,  and  even  within  congregations.  I
experience  it  myself  from  time  to  time  with  the
writing  of  these  daily  passages,  because  if  I
accidentally  write  something  that  goes  against
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someone's beliefs, then I get tanned! I have to be
very careful what I say, because I write for people
who have widely differing beliefs.

Even  within  denominations,  such  as  the  Dutch
Reformed Church, there are often large differences
between different congregations. In Ballito, which
is a holiday village, the dress code in the church is
quite  casual,  especially  during  holidays.  In  other
congregations  again  I  will  be  looked  at  very
strangely when I walk into the church and I do not
wear a suit and a tie. In some congregations the
only  accompaniment  allowed  is  the  stately  old
organ, while others sing cheerfully and full  of joy
with  a  full  orchestra.  Some  congregations  are
criticized by others as "cramped", while they in turn
accuse the  other  group of  being "liberal".  Who's
right?  Maybe  you  also  take  sides?  But  Paul
shouted,  “Whoa!  Stop  the  lorry!  Let  go  of  that
useless argument! ”

Paul  pleads  in  this  morning's  Scripture  passage
that  we  should  accept  one  another  in  love.  We
have  held  interchurch  services  on  several
occasions  in  Ballito.  For  me  as  a  staunch  NG
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member, it  was uncomfortable and strange when
everyone started praying aloud at the same time or
when people were dancing around in the church.
For them, it was equally uncomfortable again when
us, stiff-necked bunch tried to keep everything prim
and proper. But we grant each other their different
ways  of  worship.  We  must  try  to  fulfill  our
obligations to each other as believers in all areas
without  setting  conditions  that  certain  “problems”
will  first  be  solved.  There  are  certain  marginal
issues on which believers will never agree!

Why should we accept each other as we are? In
the first place because God accepted us all  WITH
ERRORS  AND  ALL! The  same  grace  that  has
been shown to me has also been shown to you,
even though we differ.  And nothing can separate
us  from  Jesus'  love,  not  even  our  opinions!
Moreover, I believe with all my heart and soul and
mind  that  the  Holy  Spirit  who  dwells  within  me,
guides me. Does He not  lead you as a believer
too? Of course! And also the other believers, some
of whom are radically different from me. How dare I
say that they are wrong! Even though we do not
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agree  on  certain  points  of  view,  we  have  one
common goal, which is to glorify God. Even more:
He glorifies Himself through us!

It all boils down to one single word:  LOVE! If we
truly want to live our love, we will grant each other
our differences.  In  this  way we live love for  one
another,  but  we also  live  love for  God,  because
through this we make His holy Name great!

Prayer:

Lord, please keep my eyes fixed on You alone, so
that I may look beyond the differences in love and
see You in my fellow-believers.
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Be Sensitive

Romans 14: 13-23

Audio

The previous meditation showed us that we must
give each other space in the matters of faith, since
there will be differences, and we will never agree
on certain marginal issues. I sometimes get letters
from people with awkward questions that believers
disagree on. Often such a question really comes
from the heart, and then I try to answer the person
as well as possible, but so often I am provoked by
such questions, just  to start  an argument. It  is a
dangerous practice to provoke people like this with
trick questions, because in this way you can sow
doubt  in  a  weaker  person  with  irreparable
consequences.

And it is precisely this callous action that Paul is
talking about this morning. Not only do we have to
respect each other's views, but I also have to act in
such  a  way  that  I  will  not  be  an  obstacle  for
another  person,  even  if  it  means  that  I  have  to
sacrifice  something  for  it  myself.  Winning  an
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argument  over  a  matter  of  faith  with  clever
reasoning may make me feel  good,  but  it  could
mean  that  I  lost  the  other  person  for  further
discussion because he was humiliated by it. And it
is definitely loveless!

Paul  cites  the  example  of  food that  is  taboo for
some  believers  because  of  their  faith.  To  the
Jewish  believers,  unclean  meat  was  a  very
sensitive  matter!  Pork  by  name,  was  something
they did not touch with tongs. Paul says that if you
eat with such a person as host,  then you would
rather make sure that there is no pork on the table,
no matter how delicious, because it is offensive to
him and just maybe it can build a wall between him
and the gospel.

In  fact,  the  whole  thing  is  about  avoiding
ecclesiastical divisions at all costs, and that we will
deal with differences very sensitively so that there
will be building up rather than breaking down. It is
especially  those  who  stand  stronger  in  the  faith
who out  of  love will  take the initiative and make
sacrifices to  bear  and strengthen those who are
still weak.
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The guidelines Paul gives for this are, in the first
place, to do nothing that might cause your fellow-
believer to fall. For example, I love my glass of red
wine,  but  when  I'm  with  someone  who  has  a
problem with alcohol, I will not touch it, because it
might just be a stumbling block for him. Be very
sensitive to others' problems!

At  a  mission  station,  I  once  asked  a  young  girl
about her dress code: she was walking through the
field,  dressed  in  an  awkwardly  long  dress  that
hung down to her feet. "This is how good women
dress here,"  she explains,  and even though it  is
very  uncomfortable  and  impractical  for  her,  she
would rather dress like that than offend, because in
that way she might be able to reach someone with
the gospel. This is how love works!

If  your  clothing  might  mean  that  someone  else
might stumble through it, you should rather change
it, even if you yourself have no problem with it. In
other words, be hypersensitive to fellow believers'
views, because you can not afford for anyone for
whom Christ died to stumble.
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Then of  course you also have to be careful  that
you do not give a good cause a bad name. You
must always remember what it is all about, and not
in  your  zeal  for  a  cause  forget  that  everything
actually  revolves  around  the  Lord.  The  classic
example  is  that  the  city  of  Constantinople  was
taken over by heathens while the Christian leaders
were engaged in a heated debate about how many
demons  could  dance  on  the  Pope's  hat.  Dress
code in the church and exactly where the elders
should sit  has taken up so much of the church's
time  and  attention  that  the  peace  and  joy  of
believers' salvation has been completely forgotten.
And love got left behind!

Paul pleads that we should be upbuilding. Rather
stay  away from the  things that  can detract  from
someone else's faith. In doing so, you are showing
love to your fellow-believer. But at the same time,
do not be afraid to think differently from someone
else.  We  may  differ  in  love!  And  we  need  to
communicate  with  each  other  and  talk  about  it!
However, I never dare to try to impose my views on
anyone. And if someone tries to pressure me, then
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I  should  try  to  change  the  subject  in  a  very
sensitive and loving way rather than get involved in
an argument.

The  big  secret  is  that  there  should  not  be  the
slightest doubt in my mind about my own beliefs. At
the same time, I must prayerfully do everything I do
in  such  a  loving  way  that  I  will  lead  my  fellow-
believers  with  whom I  come in contact  closer  to
God rather than be a stumbling block. I must,  to
the glory of God, make sure that at all times I am
making the sacrificial  love of Jesus visible to my
fellow-believers as well as unbelievers, especially
to those who are weaker than I am in the faith.

Prayer:

Lord,  please  make  me  very  sensitive  to  other
people, so that I will  not be a stumbling block to
anyone, but will exalt Your wonderful Name in all
my goings out and comings in.
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Compassion

Romans 15: 1-13

Audio

It's Sunday morning, and the day did not start so
well for me,  overslept a little, and now I'm late for
church. I'm a bit impatient when I arrive at church,
because there are still a thousand and one things
to do before the worship service begins. For those
who cannot attend the service because people are
still scared of Covid-19. This means I have to set
up a video camera to broadcast the service. The
pastor  must  get  his  microphone  and  everything
must first be properly tested.

I  hurry  inside  the  church.  And  then  my  courage
fails me: when I see her, I just know trouble awaits
me  this  morning.  She  waits  for  me,  and  just
plunges into a matter: "Louis, I have a problem ....."
I shoot up a quick prayer: "Please, just not now!"
However,  my  desperate  prayer  is  not  answered,
and as I stand with my hands full with cameras and
tripods,  she  pours  out  her  heart.  Sannie  said  a
very hurtful thing to her, and she does not know
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how to process it. What should she do? Won't I just
go talk to Sannie? She's feeling terribly depressed
right now, and do I have advice?

I  stand  and  shuffle  my  feet  with  impatience,
because she does not even give me a chance to
get  a  word  in  edgeways.  "And  then  there's  the
thing  the  pastor  said  last  Sunday  -  do  not
understand  it  at  all",  she  continues,  "Can  you
please explain ......"

I want to shout: "STOP THE BUS !!!!!"

Do  you  know  that  feeling?  As  an  established
believer  who  has  been  through  the  mill,  many
young  or  weak  believers  often  look  up  to  you,
because you are a “pillar” in the faith. And so often
it happens that people irritate you endlessly for that
very reason. It is especially the poor ministers who
have  to  suffer,  and  often  put  out  fires  when
someone feels offended about another's action. Or
he must suddenly dig up Scripture passages about
some  problem  which  someone  has  that's  giving
him sleepless nights.  And it  has to  happen right
away! The worst is when it happens just before the
service, and the poor minister has to concentrate
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on his sermon too! People can sometimes be very
insensitive. Then I still find myself doing the exact
same things!

Paul  wants  to  talk  to  us  as  "old"  believers  this
morning in love when he says that if you are strong
in  the  faith,  you  must  be  willing  to  tolerate  the
weaknesses  of  those  who  are  weaker.  It  is
certainly not easy, because often we see the things
they whine about as totally trivial. But for them it is
extremely important! If  you think back, you might
be  laughing  to  yourself,  because  maybe  you
walked around with the same kind of  tormenting
question years ago. And then it is just as important
to realize thoroughly, that even if you stand strong
in the faith, that there are still weaknesses in your
own life and faith.

When the Bible teaches us here that  we should
tolerate the weak, it does not mean that we should
grit  our  teeth,  sigh  deeply  and heavily  and then
look the other way. No, it demands of us extreme
compassion  and  love!  It  asks  me to  totally  look
away from my own problems or preferences, and
to look in love, patience and great compassion at
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my fellow-believer's problem. What I really need to
do  is  accept  my  fellow-believer's  thoughts  and
circumstances as my own, and try to think the way
he  would  think.  From  my  own  years  of  faith
experience  I  can  then  draw  what  is  good  and
uplifting,  and  give  him  the  necessary  motivation
that  will  build  him  up.  Take  Jesus  as  your  own
motivation  and  example,  and  act  toward  your
fellow-believer as Jesus would act toward you. Just
think  how  much  love  and  patience  Jesus  has
shown to you!

Now it may seem to you that believers have been
handed over to  each other's  whims and fancies.
When Suzie snaps her fingers then I have to jump!
Where is the steadfastness of the church  then? Of
course,  there is  steadfastness in the church,  but
the source of it is not people, but God himself. He
had His will  recorded for  us in  the Bible so that
believers  could be encouraged by it,  given hope
and guided by it.

There is clarity in Scripture about all matters that
are really important for a believer to have a true
relationship with God. Not only does God want us
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to live according to it, but He also wants us to be
very sensitive and loving to  fellow-believers,  and
especially  the  weaker  ones  in  the  faith,  and  to
share with them the things that  really  matter.  In
this way we contribute to the unanimity and love in
the church, and we also glorify God in it.

Then perhaps we will be able to sing together with
Paul the beautiful hymn he recorded in verses 9 to
12:  "Therefore  I  will  praise  Thee  before  the
nations, and in the name of Your Name I will sing a
song  of  praise  ......  Praise  the  Lord,  all  nations!
Praise Him, all nations!" Believers should pay more
attention to the collective glorification of God, and
put much more energy and love into it.

Prayer:

Lord,  please  make  me  very  sensitive  to  fellow-
believers, and give me lots of patience.
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Love in Practice

Galatians 5: 13-15

Audio

The reports were in the newspapers: reverend and
elder gets into a fight! In detail,  it  was described
how  the  two  tackled  and  beat  each  other  up,
because the one would have allegedly visited the
other's  wife.  The  dirty  laundry  was  washed  and
hung out for the whole world to see, and then the
whole  unpleasant  story  took  another  turn  in  the
church  council,  the  synod  and  the  court!  This
unpleasant incident really took place a few years
ago.

I worked with a guy who kept his nose high in the
air,  a  priest  in  his  congregation,  and  highly
regarded in his church. Preach to me all day long
about this and that, and everything I did. Then one
day, he just left his wife like that and moved in with
another  young  thing,  openly  and  shamelessly.
When I asked him about it, he just shrugged. "Sin
is in the flesh," he explained, "but I live in the Spirit,
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and there is no sin!" And then I wondered, because
I could not understand it at all!

Paul  writes  a  lot  about  freedom  in  Galatians  -
freedom  from  the  law,  freedom  from  all  the
flourishes  of  the  church  and  acquittal  from  sin.
Because  you  are  free  from the  law,  you  do  not
have to  diligently  obey the  law in  the  hope that
God will acquit you.

However, Paul realized very well that people would
misunderstand this thought just like that priest who
messed up so badly with his wife. If you are free
from the law, as Paul has said so repeatedly, then
you  can  live  as  you  wish,  as  long  as  you  only
believe in Jesus! "Do not abuse your freedom as
an  excuse  to  sin!"  Paul  warns  however  very
seriously.

All  people  are subject  to  their  sinful  nature,  and
that includes you and me too! The great danger is
that you can allow your sinful nature to walk with
you with the Christian freedom you have gained in
Jesus. It is of the utmost importance to know that
freedom means  two  things:  it  means  in  the  first
place that I  am free so that I  do not have to do
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certain slavish things. But secondly, I am also free
to do other things. "But serve one another in love,"
Paul  says  so  poignantly  in  verse  5.  Christian
freedom  means  that  my  fellow-man  becomes
important to me. Such freedom is nurtured by love!
Even  more:  love  becomes  my  "boss,"  and  I
become, as it were, a "slave" of love through my
freedom, no matter how absurd it may sound! Only
when I understand this concept correctly will I stop
saying, "I do what I want!" Then I would rather use
my  Christian  freedom  in  a  responsible  way  by
saying, "I do what God wants."

Love is not always easy,  especially when fellow-
believers  sometimes  act  unreasonably  and  may
make you angry. Paul writes in verse 15: “You bite
and tear one another;  take care that you do not
devour each other later completely!” I was once a
witness when an elder and a youth worker wanted
to attack each other. The elder had rented out the
young people's facilities without them having a say
in it,  and the sparks flew. We held a meeting to
diffuse the situation, but it only added fuel to their
fire. And then the two men attacked each other! If
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we did not intervene that night, then things would
have turned ugly! The sad thing is that both men
were deeply religious and took their faith seriously.
Each one was convinced that  he was doing the
right thing, but there was a conflict of interest. One
saw finances as a priority while the other wanted to
take the interests of the young people to heart. And
there was no communication!

Paul quotes a passage from the Law in Leviticus
19:18 to emphasize the principle of love. It says:
“Thou  shalt  not  take  vengeance,  nor  bear  any
grudge against thy neighbour; thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself. I am the Lord.” Jesus quoted
the  same  passage  when  the  scribes  tried  to
convince  Him  about  the  Law.  Love  is  the  pivot
around  which  everything  revolves.  Although  this
quote  comes  from  the  Law,  in  your  Christian
freedom you should not see it as a law that you
must diligently obey, but rather see it as a way of
life, a guideline to live according to God's will. In
the first place, it is God's great love that has given
us  freedom,  and  that's  why  love  must  dominate
your life. First and foremost the love for God, and it
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is not a forced, fearful love for Him, but a free-felt
love from the heart. And secondly, it's love for your
fellow-man  at  the  same  time.  For  your  fellow-
believers  in  particular,  there  must  be  a  special,
intense  brotherly  love.  However,  love  for  your
fellow-man goes much further, it also means love
for  non-believers  and  even  for  your  enemies!
There must be a passion that urges you to do good
to them in love rather than bad.

Living  such  love  is  often  extremely  difficult,
especially if you try to do it in your own strength.
But  for  that,  the  Holy  Spirit  gives  us  the  power
when we need it most. Allow Him to do it!

Prayer:

Lord, please fill me with Your love, and remove the
hatred and revenge from my heart.
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Johnny's Crumpets

Ephesians 1: 3-5

Audio

Do people like you? Well, I think a lot of people like
me quite a bit! Some even love me! Or so I would
at least like to believe! Why would people like me?
Oh, I'm kind and I have a nice smile. And I write
devotions.  Maybe  they  like  me  because  I  work
hard.  I  like to believe that  I  mean a lot  to  other
people. Each of us wants people to like us, and
especially to love us.

The problem is, we so easily want to think that God
loves us for our beautiful attributes. He loves me
because I work hard in His kingdom or because I
do so much good for other people. He loves me
because  I  go  to  church  every  Sunday,  read  my
Bible  regularly,  and pray.  Or  because I  regularly
praise and glorify Him and sing praises to Him.

The fact is, however, that God's love for me has
absolutely nothing to do with what I do for Him, or
how much I love Him. Indeed, there is a "because",
but  this  "because"  lies  with  God.  He  loves  me
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because  He  wants  to  love  me.  He  loves  me
despite all my flawed efforts to try to love Him and
try to do things for Him.

Forgive me if I've told you this story a dozen times
already! But feel free to read it again.

Little Johnny decides to surprise Mom and Dad by
making breakfast  for  them on Saturday morning.
He jumps out of bed, and on the way to the kitchen
he decides that crumpets will be a good idea. He
takes  four  eggs  out  of  the  fridge,  but  there  the
trouble starts, because four eggs are too much for
his little hands, and two of them fall to pieces on
the floor. First big mess!

Johnny does not let the sticky mess put him off. He
takes a bowl out of the cupboard and throws in a
few cups of flour. Unfortunately, some of the flour
was spilled on the floor,  funnily enough, right on
the  broken  eggs,  and  now  it's  a  huge  mess.
Fortunately, he does not notice it,  because he is
standing high above the floor on a chair.

Step  one  is  to  get  the  eggs  into  the  flour.  He
breaks an egg against the edge of the bowl, as he
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has seen Mom do. However, it  does not want to
work so nicely, only half of the egg ends up in the
bowl, shell and all. The other half spattered across
the counter. But Johnny isn’t bothered!

Now he moves the sugar bowl closer and carefully
measures  out  a  few handfuls  of  sugar.  Now his
hands  are  one  sticky  mess  and  his  fingers  are
clinging together. He climbs off the chair to get the
milk out of the fridge, but in the process he bumps
the sugar bowl off the counter so that it smashes to
bits  on  the  floor.  And  the  entire  kitchen  floor  is
covered in sugar. However, Johnny does not have
time to worry about it now, the crumpets must get
done! He climbs back on the chair and adds milk to
the flour and begins to stir vigorously.

At that moment, Cat marches into the kitchen. He
jumps on the counter and smells the sticky mess in
the  bowl.  Johnny  gets  annoyed  with  Cat,  and
swings a wild blow at him with the wooden spoon.
In the process, he accidentally bumps the bowl. It
tilts.  Johnny tries to grab the bowl but in vain,  it
spins out of his reach and falls off the counter with
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a loud crash, making an even bigger mess of the
huge mess already on the floor!

For Johnny,  this  is  the last  straw. His bottom lip
begins  to  tremble  uncontrollably.  When he looks
around,  he  sees  Dad  standing  in  the  doorway.
Johnny bursts into tears. All his best efforts came
to  nothing!  His  body jerks  as  the  raw sobs tear
through him. Dad has to tread very nicely in the
sticky mess so as not to step on a piece of glass
as  well.  He  picks  Johnny  up  and  presses  him
tightly  against  his  chest.  "Daddy  loves  you  very
much!" he comforts.

How much does the Lord love you?

He chose you and me to be His children, despite
the fact that we lived in enmity with Him. He has
richly blessed us with all the blessings of the Spirit
that are in heaven (verse 3). We will never truly be
able to understand our salvation because it is so
incomprehensible. He made His decision about us
even before we were born. If it had to depend on
our  good  qualities  or  beautiful  works,  we  would
never be able to become children of God. It was
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only His great love and mercy for sinners like you
and me that made us His children.

What should my reaction be to this? Love! Love for
my  fellow-man,  but  especially  love  for  God  by
thanking  Him  gratefully  and  serving  Him  with
everything in me! After all, he chose for us, despite
all  the  mess  we  caused.  Like  Paul,  we  should
rejoice in praise of how great and good the Lord
really is. His grace over me is breathtakingly great.
I can never thank Him enough for that.

Prayer:

Lord, all my praise and thanksgiving and worship
goes to You, for You are great and to Your grace
there is no end. Thank You for the unlimited love
that You pour out on me every day!
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Love Means Sacrifice

Philippians 2: 19-30

Audio

Paul  writes  the  most  beautiful  testimony  about
Timothy.  This  young  man  was  always  there  for
Paul, and he assisted him through thick and thin.
He  often  had  to  be  Paul's  feet,  eyes  and  ears,
especially  during  the  years  that  Paul  was  a
prisoner  in  Rome,  when  he  could  not  reach
congregations. On behalf of Paul, Timothy had to
solve  problems  in  congregations  or  simply  visit
them to report to Paul on how things were going in
congregations. It was a great sacrifice that resulted
from a very special love.

But  Timothy  was  not  the  only  one  who  helped
Paul.  We  read  of  several  people  who  regularly
helped with and strengthened him, Luke was such
a person,  and we know that  he  often  wrote  the
letters that Paul dictated to him. Paul's eyes were
very weak, and he struggled to read or write.

And  then  there  was  Epaphroditus.  It  sometimes
happens that  someone is  sent  across  your  path
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who  will  sacrifice  absolutely  everything  to  assist
you, just when you think that everything is lost. It is
only the greatest love for the Lord, and with it an
all-sacrificing love for that person, that can make
you  assist  someone  so  faithfully  in  extremely
difficult circumstances.

It  would  only  be  human  if  Paul  were  extremely
frustrated  in  his  circumstances.  He  led  a  very
active life  and he simply could not  sit  still.  Even
before  his  conversion,  he  travelled  the  world  to
sniff  out  Christians  so  that  they  could  be
persecuted.  Then  Damascus  happened,  and  for
the  first  time  he  was  stopped  by  God,  not  only
because  he  could  not  see,  but  the  risen  Jesus
touched him deeply  and filled him with  love.  He
had to  process that  encounter  with Jesus alone.
Then someone was sent across his path to explain
it to him. Please read the story in Acts 9.

A  few  years  later,  Paul  was  brought  to  the
congregation in Antioch by Barnabas to help him
there. There he gets the call to do missionary work
with Barnabas at  last.  For Paul,  it  was a day of
great  excitement.  He  embraced  this  calling  with
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great  enthusiasm,  and  immediately  developed  a
great love for missionary work. From town to town
and  country  to  country  he  travelled,  and  in  the
process travelled many thousands of miles, mostly
on  foot.  He rarely  stayed  in  one place  for  long.
When he was satisfied that  the gospel  message
had  taken  root,  he  left  for  the  next  destination.
Often  the  process  was  aided  by  unhappy
opponents who threw him out of town violently. But
then he simply shook off the dust from his clothes
and continued jubilantly!

Paul also visited the congregation in Jerusalem on
several occasions. It was during one such visit that
he ended up in jail.

And  now  he  is  sitting  with  his  hands  cut  off
because he does not even dare put his foot out of
the room. Year in, year out in the same room! Later
it  would  get  even  worse  when  his  house  arrest
would  be  replaced  by  a  pitch  dark,  dirty,  smelly
prison  cell  and  chains.  But  even  under  these
circumstances Paul  radiates love.  The Lord then
sends people into his life, people who care and live
their love in a special way, like the runaway slave
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Onesimus  who  was  converted  in  Paul's  prison.
After  his  conversion,  he  was worth  gold  to  Paul
(Philemon 8-10).

Often  congregations  also  reached  out  in  love  to
Paul.  So  the  congregation  in  Philippi  sent
Epaphroditus to help Paul in prison, and with him
also money to take care of him. It must have been
a great sacrifice for this man, because he had to
spend a long time away from his home, family and
friends in a strange, godless country. But he does it
with  love,  joy  and  dedication.  Even  when  he
became  ill,  so  ill  that  he  almost  died,  he  still
remained faithful to his post. He did not even let
his people know of his illness, out for fear that they
would  fetch  him  and  take  back  to  Philippi.  For
Paul, it was an encouragement that this man's love
was so great that he would sacrifice everything to
assist him.

It would be selfish of Paul if he kept Epaphroditus
there any longer, but selfishness is a quality you
would  not  find  in  Paul.  And  so  he  sends
Epaphroditus  back  to  his  people.  With  him  he
sends the letter to the Philippians with a beautiful
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testimony  of  Epaphroditus  who  risked  his  life  to
assist Paul.

This story was not recorded for us to admire Paul
and  Epaphroditus,  but  to  learn  something  from
their  example.  Paul's  unselfish  actions  and  his
overriding love for the gospel should be a standard
in our lives. Even when things get tough, we still
have  to  think  of  others.  About  Epaphroditus'
sacrifice, I have to ask myself the question, would I
be  willing  to  sacrifice  everything  for  someone in
need or for the Gospel? This is how true love is
practically  lived.  And  then,  of  course,  we  must
never  forget  that  God  often  sends  such  people
across our path of life, or perhaps vice versa, that
God sends us over someone else's path. Then we
may not refuse!

Prayer:

Lord, please make me willing to go when You send
me. Thank you also for the wonderful people you
send across my path of life.
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Shay's Baseball Game

Colossians 3: 5-17

Audio

We can live love in many different ways. I want to
explain  it  with  a  story,  the  true  story  of  Shay's
baseball game.

I've told this story before, but it's a story you can
listen to over and over again. It was written by E J
Nolan and is about a father who told a group of
parents  about  his  son  Shay  at  a  school  for
mentally handicapped children.

While deadly silence descends on them, the father
says:  “I  believe  that  when  a  child  like  Shay  -
physically and mentally disabled - comes into the
world,  then there is  an opportunity  for  people to
show true compassion - then you see what is really
going on in people’s hearts.”

And then he told of an incident with his son.

He and Shay walked past a park one day where a
group of  boys  were  playing  baseball.  Shay then
asked a very painful question: "Do you think they
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will let me play with?" The father winced because
he knows children, and he knows how cruel they
can be. This game was about winning, and what
kid would want someone like Shay in his team, if
he knew for certain that it could make their team
lose the game.  At  the same time,  he also knew
what it would mean for Shay if he was allowed to
play  along.  It  would  give  him that  much-needed
feeling that he belonged somewhere, and that he
was accepted despite his disability.

With anxiety in his heart, he went to ask one of the
boys on the field if there might be a chance that
Shay  could  play  with.  The  boy  first  looked
questioningly at his friends for help, and then he
turned around: “We are six runs behind. We are
now playing in the eighth innings, I think we can
put him in the ninth innings. "

Struggling, Shay walks to the team bench, smiling
broadly. He is issued with a team jersey, and his
father has to struggle to keep his tears at bay, but
the glow in  his  heart  radiates on his face.  Shay
was accepted just the way he is!
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Towards the end of the eighth innings, Shay's team
score  a  few  runs,  but  they  are  still  three  runs
behind. When the ninth innings arrives, Shay gets
a  glove,  and  he  runs  onto  the  field.  He  is  in
ecstasy!  The  team  still  scores  runs,  despite  (or
perhaps due to) the fact that a ball never comes in
Shay's direction. The end of the game is in sight. If
they score another run, then Shay's team wins. An
awkwardness  descends  over  the  field,  as  it  is
Shay's turn to bat. Without hesitation, the captain
gives Shay the bat. He has never held a bat in his
life!

Shay  stands  awkwardly  on  the  base.  The  other
team's ball  thrower immediately sees that he will
have  to  handle  this  situation  delicately.  Shay's
team gave up their victory for Shay's moment of
glory. He walks a few steps closer, and carefully
rolls the ball in Shay's direction. Shay hits the ball
wildly, but misses totally. With the second ball he
comes a little closer. This time Shay hits the ball for
a  wonder,  but  it  rolls  back  right  into  the  ball-
thrower's  hands.  The end of  the game!  The ball
thrower aims to throw the ball  to  the boy at  the
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base and then win the match, but then he does a
funny thing: he throws the ball high over the boy's
head, so that he has to run far to get the ball. “Run,
Shay!  First  base!  Run!"  Shay  is  confused,  he's
never  run  that  far  in  his  life,  but  he  makes  it
breathlessly to the first base. "Second base, Shay,
second base!" shouts the whole field together now,
as Shay stumbles clumsily. Meanwhile, one of the
guys gets  the ball  in  his  hands,  and he aims to
throw Shay out and become the hero of his team,
but  then  he  realizes  what's  going  on,  and  he
throws the ball wildly over the top next boy's head,
so that  he must  once again  run far  for  the  ball.
Shay  staggers  out  of  breath  to  the  third  base:
"Shay,  Shay,  Shay!"  It  echoes  across  the  field,
"Shay, all the way Shay!" Someone needs to help
him make the  right  turns  so  that  Shay wins  the
match for his team to great cheers.

"That day," the father said softly, tears streaming
down  his  cheeks,  "the  children  of  both  teams
showed what true love means!"  That same year,
Shay died, but until his death, the victory that the
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children had given him with empathy put a proud
glow on his cheeks!

What happened that day is exactly the kind of love
that Paul writes about in Colossians 3:14 when he
says: “Above all things love one another. It is the
bond that binds you to perfect unity.”

Prayer:

Lord, when I hear this story, then I must lower my
head in shame, for I fall far short in my love for my
fellow-man. Please forgive me, and give me a glow
of love in my heart.
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True Friendship

1 Thessalonians 1: 1

Audio

True friendship is something that has become very
rare. To truly be a friend to someone means a very
special all-sacrificing love for the person.

It was in the early summer of the year 50 AD when
Paul and Silas, accompanied by the young man,
Timothy arrived in the city of Thessalonica. Their
aim was very simple that as many people in the
city  as  possible  should  hear  and  accept  the
message of salvation of Jesus. Paul's strategy was
to  first  serve  the  Jews  in  a  city,  because  they
already  knew  about  God.  He  was,  of  course,  a
respected  Pharisee  and  teacher,  so  they  could
access  the  local  synagogue.  Their  preaching  in
Thessalonica went well and even some Jews were
converted. But it  was the Greeks, and especially
some prominent Greek women, who came to listen
to these missionaries.

When  the  Jews  saw  the  Greeks'  reaction,  they
became jealous and devised a cunning plan to get
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rid of Paul. They bribed some loafers to cause an
uprising. Barely three weeks after their arrival, Paul
and his party had to flee for their lives.

Timothy  and  Silas  stayed  behind  in  the  area  of
Berea, while Paul went on to the city of Athens. But
the  young  congregation  of  Thessalonica  was
always on Paul's mind. Would they ever survive it?
Could their faith stand firm? He had barely landed
in Athens, when Paul wrote a letter to the young
congregation in  Thessalonica so that  they would
not forget what they had been taught. Timothy had
to deliver the letter to them.

Dear Timothy, half Jew, half Greek, but a wonderful
devoted  believer  and  friend.  Of  course,  Timothy
would not hesitate to go back, even though the city
was so hostile to them. That young man would still
bring it very far in life! Indeed, Timothy's life was
not without it’s problems. Of course, because his
father was a Greek, he was never circumcised like
the other little Jews. Paul saw trouble coming if he
would take Timothy into a synagogue without him
being circumcised. Poor Timothy then had to grind
his  teeth  while  Paul  performed  the  painful
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operation.  What you do not  have to  sacrifice for
friendship and the gospel! But later it would mean
that  Paul  could  with  surety  send  Timothy  to  the
church  in  Ephesus  to  become the  pastor  of  the
church there.

"From Paul,  Silvanus,  and Timothy."  Paul  begins
his letter to Thessalonica. As he writes, he thinks of
his  two  companions.  How  much  have  they  not
been through together! Together they were able to
establish  a  vibrant  ministry  in  various  cities.  Of
course,  this  was  only  possible  through  the
wonderful  power  that  the  Holy  Spirit  gave them!
But  together  they  also had to  flee for  their  lives
several times, especially when the Jews got their
way! And then there was the time when Silas was
locked  up  with  him  in  the  dungeon.  He  still
remembers how sore their bodies were after being
whipped, and how they were chained there in the
prison in Philippi.  When they could not  lie  down
because of  the raw lashes on their  bodies,  they
just started singing. At least it drove away the pain!
Later,  their  cheerful  songs  of  praise  resounded
throughout  the  prison  right  through  the  dreadful
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night.  And  then,  the  incredible  miracle  when  an
angel came to set them free. He broke the chains
and threw open the prison doors. Paul smiles as
he thinks of the prison guard's fearful  face.  "Yes
Silas, you and I have survived many dangers and
difficulties together! What would I  do without you
two  old  stalwarts?”  It's  amazing  how  such
hardships together forge a friendship even closer!

Of course, Silas had come a long way with Paul.
Even before the first mission outreach took place,
the ringleaders in Jerusalem sent Silas with Paul
and Barnabas to Antioch to sort things out there.

True friends, who love you and are willing to stand
with you through thick and thin, are worth gold. It is
heavenly to know that there is someone who will
sacrifice his life for you, and do anything for you.
Selfless!

The question this morning is, am I willing to do the
same for  someone else.  It's  not  about  the  good
friends I have in life, but whether I'm a good friend
to someone. Jesus set the example for us of what
a  good  friend  should  do.  He  lovingly  sacrificed
absolutely everything in life for our sake. He was
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willing to challenge huge crowds of people to heal
people,  feed  them,  teach  them.  For  His  twelve
inner circle men, He suffered many hardships for
them with great  love and patience,  to teach and
train  them  for  their  great  life  task.  When  His
intimate  friends  left  Him,  ran  away  and  even
denied Him, He still retained His love for them. He
went further and gave His life in the most cruel way
possible  so  that  they  could  live.  Are  you  and  I
willing to sacrifice so much for our friends?

Prayer:

Lord,  thank you for  wonderful  friends throughout
my life, but thankyou especially for what you have
done  for  me.  Lord,  please  make  me  a  worthy
friend.
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True Brotherly Love

1 Thessalonians 4: 9-12

Audio

If  we  as  believers  can  only  stand  together  and
believe in each other,  things will  be much better
with the church! After all,  we are blood relatives,
saved by the same precious blood of Jesus Christ,
and  children  of  God.  So  we  are  brothers  and
sisters of each other. Paul pleads in verses 9 and
10 for brotherly love. Yes, he saw that the believers
of Thessalonica do love one another, but he asks
that that bond of love be bound even more closely:
"But  we beseech you,  brethren,  exalt  yourselves
above all men."

What does such brotherly love mean? It is the kind
of  love  that  makes  you  willing  to  sacrifice
everything for the sake of your fellow-believers. It
is a love that goes absolutely against the grain of
your natural  nature. This love, for example, asks
you to accept fellow-believers just as they are, with
flaws  and  all.  I  dare  not  reject  a  fellow-believer
simply  because  he  has  fallen  into  sin.  This  is
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exactly what they need most for us! I dare not exalt
myself above another believer and say that I am
most  holy.  Remember:  anyone  can  stumble.  In
recent years, we have heard with great shock of
great, respected evangelists who have fallen hard.
The same can happen to you and me! No one is
infallible, and there is not a single person without
sin!

The fact is that the Lord's grace over you and me
is so incomprehensibly great that He was willing to
forgive all our sins, even the sins we still commit
every day. The least we can do is also to forgive
our fellow-believers where they have stumbled and
to  love  them  unconditionally  in  this  way.  It  is
definitely  not  easy!  However,  if  we  succeed  in
doing  so,  we  will  not  only  proclaim  peace  and
harmony in life, but we will achieve it! But this love
must  actually  go  much  further:  it  must  be  a
practical,  sacrificial  living  of  what  we  preach.  It
does not help that I just say to someone: "I love
you"!  Love is to actually do something physically
and practically for another. When we thus live our
love  for  one  another  in  practice,  we  are  in  fact
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radiating God's love so that the world can see His
miraculous love reflected in us. Then we preach a
powerful sermon without the need to say a word!
Then we have reached our goal!

There is a difference between the commandment
of love, to love your neighbour and this brotherly
love that Paul is talking about that Jesus also gave
to His disciples shortly before His crucifixion. Let
me explain: when I come across a stranger in the
street,  I  might  greet  him  in  a  friendly  manner.
However, if it's a family member, I'll hug and kiss
him.  There  is  a  special  love  bond.  Because
believers are "blood relatives", we should live the
same kind of love for one another. This love should
extend across all denomination boundaries, for we
are all one in Christ.

In verses 11 and 12, Jesus gives us, through Paul,
instructions for our attitude towards our work and
money  matters.  The  Thessalonians  had  an
obsession for the second coming. They understood
that Jesus' return could happen any day, and that
they had to sit  and wait  for  it.  A second coming
expectation should be an adrenaline rush for you,
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to  entice  you  to  roll  up  your  sleeves  and  work
harder. However, their view was: “Jesus is coming
soon to solve all our problems. So why do I have to
tire myself out now?” These people were still very
young in the faith, so Paul speaks softly and very
diplomatically and urges them to put their shoulder
to  the  wheel.  In  his  second  letter,  however,  he
speaks more urgently when he says: "If someone
does not want to work, he must not eat either!"

Against this background, Paul gives three simple
instructions:  live  quietly,  keep  yourself  busy  with
your  own  affairs  and  provide  for  your  own
livelihood.

The call  to live quietly is not  just  in general,  but
also applies to the work situation. This means that
they should not be pedant, but that it should be a
matter  of  seriousness and honour  to  be calm in
your  work.  And of  course,  the  exact  same thing
applies to you and me today.

The second call literally means that you should not
be a wise nose who wants to prescribe to others
what they should do, while you yourself are sitting
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in an armchair. Do you do your work where God
has placed you.

The third call is to be financially independent. Do
not be lazy! Do not rely on anyone else for a living.
It  also  means  you  have  to  handle  your  money
wisely and not start doing stupid things.

By  carrying  out  these  three  commands,  your
honourable  way  of  life  will  earn  the  esteem  of
others and you will become a mirror in which the
world can see God. But at the same time it is also
a way to live love, because you are not a nuisance
to anyone, and at the same time it gives you the
means to be able to reach out  in  love to others
who are not as privileged as you. Then you can
help your brother in Christ who is suffering in love.

Prayer:

Lord, please cultivate in me a true brotherly-love
for  my  fellow-believers,  a  love  that  forgives
unconditionally and truly cares.
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Widows

1 Timothy 5: 1-8

Audio

If your partner for the past 50 years is suddenly no
longer there, then there is a huge void in your life.
When the one you were able to talk to every day,
sharing  your  joys  and  worries,  is  suddenly  no
longer  there,  you  become  hungry  for  a  little
chatting.  In  our  congregation  there  are  a  large
number of widows. When you visit them, you often
do not get a single word in, you just listen while
they  keep talking and relating.  Usually  it's  about
the good times with their partner who is no longer
there.

You might ask, "But where are their children then?"
The children and grandchildren are spread all over
the  world,  Canada,  England,  Australia,  America.
Because  the  children,  and  especially  the
grandchildren, are so terribly far away, it makes the
longing even greater!

Paul  gives  practical  advice  needed  in  various
situations in which believers may find themselves.
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He speaks from ripe experience, for he has already
gone through the mill. And specifically for Timothy
who  is  in  Ephesus,  he  can  give  good  advice,
because he himself worked there for three years.
We can all benefit greatly from receiving practical
advice from someone who has been in the ministry
for a long time. It is also very valuable to meet with
other  believers  regularly  and  discuss  your
problems  and  joys  with  one  another.  It  is
encouraging, uplifting and comforting.

Let's take a look at Paul's advice to Timothy: In the
first two verses Paul explains how to "admonish".
This word is a combination of two words: "to call"
and "to". We can therefore understand it this way:
that you call  someone to come to God. There is
also  something  of  addressing,  comforting  and
encouraging locked up in the word. So we can say
that it  means encouraging each other to point  to
biblical  precepts.  Paul  gives  four  different
situations where admonition is  applied,  and then
he  explains  that  you  must  approach  each  one
differently. You must therefore do so with tact and
deliberation, and the golden rule is that you must
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treat someone you admonish as if he were part of
your own family, in other words with great love!

One of the greatest problems in Ephesus was the
widows. He spends a lot of time on this subject,
because  in  Ephesus  it  was  a  huge,  pressing
problem. For them there was no pension, welfare
or  rights,  and  as  a  single  woman  a  widow was
rendered defenseless to grace. On top of that, she
had lost her partner, so she was very lonely. Paul
says that such widows certainly have a place in the
congregation,  and  that  they  can  render  service
there.

In our own country, the state has for many years
borne a large part of the responsibility of caring for
the elderly. Today, however, it is very different. It is
no longer the task of the state, but a family task.
Believers  need  to  be  motivated  to  accept  this
responsibility  towards  their  elders.  After  all,  it  is
according to the will of God. Paul spells it out very
clearly in 1 Tim. 5: 4. You also read about it in the
Ten Commandments: "Honour your father and your
mother." Paul is so serious about this matter, that
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he says in  verse 8 that  someone who does not
obey it is worse than an unbeliever!

But  what  about  the  widows  who  are  left  alone
without children to care for them? This is exactly
where love comes in,  because they are our,  the
congregation's responsibility!  Often, physical  care
or  funds  are  not  the  greatest  need  of  such  old
people, but loneliness. A visit or even a Whatsapp
message  at  the  right  time  can  do  wonders.  But
even  better,  try  to  involve  them  as  much  as
possible in the activities of the congregation so that
they can know that they have not been written off,
but are still needed.

But a widow also has a responsibility. She should
not try to spell out her distress with a lavish life in
order to try to attract attention. It is not I who say
so, but Paul says so in verse 6. Bring your need to
God in prayer, and He will send the right people on
your path of life.

In our own congregation, the Women's Service is
actively involved in alleviating the need at a home
for the elderly in Durban. Regular visits, gifts etc.
make  life  for  those  old  men just  so  much  more
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bearable. There are also people who regularly look
after  the  widows  in  our  own  congregation,  help
with shopping, nail care etc. Maybe the Lord puts it
on your heart to get involved too, and bring some
joy into the life of those lonely ones. Maybe you
can just print out these daily devotionals every day
and drop them off at a home for the elderly, or play
the recording of them for the old people who can
no longer see well. It might be the highlight of the
day for someone.

That's how love works practically! Get involved!

Prayer:

Lord, my heart goes out this morning to so many
elderly people sitting lonely and deserted, waiting
for  the  end.  Please  send  someone  with
compassion to them.

God's  Name  that  is  at  stake,  then  it  becomes
easier. What would Jesus have done if He were in
my situation?

Prayer:

153



Lord, life is often so unjust,  that is why I ask for
strength to live out Your love at all times.
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Discrimination

1 Timothy 6: 1,2

Audio

This  morning's  topic  is  about  a  "great"  sin,
lovelessness.

The  word  "discrimination"  is  on  everyone's  lips
these  days.  But  let's  be  honest:  discrimination
already took root in our country, along with Jan van
Riebeeck. Since then he has been multiplying! If
you  read  books  written  by  the  pioneers  of  our
country,  such  as  Harry  Wolhuter  and  Stevenson
Hamilton,  you  will  soon  realize  how  severe
discrimination was a century ago. Today, of course,
thetables are turned, and the white people lament
bitterly,  because  they  are  being  discriminated
against at all levels.

However,  it  was much worse in  Paul's  time.  We
have  already  talked  about  the  discrimination
against women, and that they had no rights in life.
But they were certainly not the lowest "class". That
chair was thoroughly occupied by the poor slaves.
A slave was regarded as less than nothing in life.
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His owner  bought  him,  so he was nothing more
than a piece of  property.  If  he was a very  good
slave, with good qualities, he was at least treated
like a valuable piece of property, and occasionally
such a slave was given great responsibility, and he
even  had  high  status.  However,  this  was  the
exception.  Slaves  had  no  rights,  and  the  owner
could literally do with him whatever he wanted. And
if  he messed up,  the owner could even kill  him,
and nobody would be the wiser.

Now,  we  have  learned  that  if  you  become  a
believer, then you become free. What if you are a
slave? Does it change your situation? In a way, it
does not change at all, because you still remain a
slave, and with it your owner's property. However,
there  is  something  else  that  is  totally  changing,
and that  is your new outlook on life.  Paul  writes
about  this  kind  of  situation,  because  there  were
apparently  a  number  of  slaves  in  Ephesus  who
became believers, and now they are faced with the
dilemma of how to deal with the situation.

Jesus taught us that love must be at the top of your
list. Of course, love means many things, and one
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of them is to respect your superior, even if they are
gentiles.  For  those  slaves  it  was  a  bitter  pill  to
swallow,  because how can you have respect  for
someone who considers you the dust of the earth?
How can you respect someone if he abuses you,
often for no reason at all? How can you respect
him and have respect for him, if he feels or cares
absolutely nothing about you? This is very difficult!
What’s the use? Will he treat you better then?

No, that's not what this is about. It is about love,
but  especially  love  for  the  Lord.  Everything
revolves around the glory of God. When we look at
it in this light, the picture changes completely. It's
not about improving your own condition, nor about
making your boss feel good. In this way, you set an
example for your boss in the first place, by saying:
"It  is  Jesus'  love  that  makes  me  act  differently
now!" The owner must be able to see very clearly
that Jesus is making a difference in the slave's life,
and his actions must be such that the owner will
not be able to lay a finger on anything that is bad,
because God's holy Name is at stake.
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But what if  your boss is also a believer? Should
you then expect  him to  release you or  give you
privileges that the unbelieving slaves do not have?
Paul does not want to overthrow the social order,
he  simply  wants  believers,  and  that  includes
slaves, to act like children of God.

Today,  of  course,  there  are  no more  slaves.  Yet
there are certain similarities, because in one way
or  another  each  of  us  is  under  the  control  of
someone else, and often there is also some form
of discrimination involved. Maybe you have a very
unreasonable  boss.  In  that  case,  Paul's
instructions to the slaves of Ephesus apply exactly
to you, and you as a believer must hold high the
wonderful  Name of our Lord by acting in such a
way that your master can see Jesus in you. Show
him respect  and reverence,  even if  he does not
deserve  it.  Look,  it's  definitely  not  easy!  I  have
worked under such a boss, and sometimes a man
just  has to  grit  his  teeth and force a smile.  The
great thing is to live your love in spite of.

However, there are other forms of power over us
that may be even more difficult to process, and that
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is the authorities. What do you do when you are
abused and pushed off the road by a fleet of black
vehicles, as has happened to me? Do you scream
back? And if you are treated at state institutions as
if you are the scum of the earth? Do you also give
the official a mouthful of his own medicine? And if
the  traffic  warden  pulls  me  off  the  road  and  is
completely rude to me, what is my reaction? Am I
on my high horse right away? Someone once said
that being a Christian is not for sissies! Still living
your  love  in  such  circumstances  is  sometimes
extremely difficult. However, if we always keep in
mind that  this  is  not  about  me,  but  about  God's
Name  that  is  at  stake,  then  it  becomes  easier.
What  would  Jesus have done if  He were  in  my
situation?

Prayer:

Lord, life is often so unjust, that is why I ask for
strength to live Your love at all times.
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Forgiveness

2 Timothy 4: 14-22

Audio

Often we feel very bitter about things that people
have done to us. Sometimes it is the case that they
have damaged the Lord’s cause. Sometimes it was
fellow-believers who got in the way, hurting people
in the process. How do you treat such people? I
have  received  so  many  sad  letters  from  people
who have been hurt, rejected by their own mother,
abused by a spouse. How do you deal with such
lovelessness?

Paul talks about some such sad things where he
has been very hurt by people. How do you treat
such a person? Paul mentions two different kinds
of actions towards people who have hurt him, and
especially in the process have harmed the ministry.
For some he prays that the Lord will requite them
for their  deeds, and for others he prays that  the
Lord will not impute their deeds.

When  do  you  pray  that  the  Lord  will  punish
someone and when do you pray for forgiveness?
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Is it right for me to pray that the Lord will requite
someone for his deeds? Unfortunately, Paul does
not  give  much  detail  when  he  talks  about
Alexander the Coppersmith, but we can conclude
that he did not necessarily hurt Paul personally, but
that  he did much damage to  the preaching.  "He
vehemently  opposed  our  preaching,"  Paul  wrote
very vehemently in verse 15. Such things must not
be  tolerated,  and  if  God’s  cause  is  hurting,
especially when someone actively and knowingly
does  it,  then  we  must  not  remain  silent!  Such
things  require  our  actions.  He  therefore  warns
Timothy to be very careful of this dangerous man,
and his prayer is that the Lord will requite him for
what he has done.

On the other hand, we have people who have hurt
Paul personally. These are people he has placed
his trust in to assist him during his gruelling court
case. He thought they were his friends, but they
simply disappeared when his need was greatest.
How painfully  hurt  Paul  must  have felt!  But  how
does Paul treat them? He prays that the Lord will
forgive them!
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Often we are very hurt by people. "I will not talk to
him again!" Yes, that's how I have often heard a
believer say. If this is how you feel, then I ask that
you just sit for a while and meditate on all the times
you have hurt the Lord bitterly through your own
sin. How many times have you not denied Him?
How many times in your life have you not heard
someone mock the  holy  name of  God and then
pretend not to hear it? So many times in my life I
have  disappointed  the  Lord  bitterly.  Out  of  His
great,  great  grace,  He still  came every time and
forgave  me.  In  Isaiah  1:18  the  Lord  promises:
"Though you were scarlet red from sins, you shall
become as white as snow." He forgives completely
and  He  does  not  think  of  sins  again.  We  pray:
"Forgive us our sins, even as we forgive those who
sin against us." After all, Jesus taught us to pray
like that. But do we do it? Are you and I willing to
forgive someone who has offended me? If we are
serious about our  faith,  we will  never,  ever  walk
around with a grudge in our heart, and we will be
willing to forgive completely.
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After  all,  Jesus taught  us to  love our  neighbour.
More than that, He taught us that we too must love
our  enemies,  in  other  words,  those  people  who
harm  us  or  even  openly  persecute  us!
Forgiveness, complete forgiveness as the Lord has
forgiven  us  -  that  is  what  He  asks  of  us.  Such
forgiveness  means  that  I  will  also  normalize  my
relationship with that person and love him as if he
has never done me any harm.

At  the  end  of  this  striking  letter  from  Paul,  he
forgets about the things his opponents have done
to him, and he makes statements of faith about his
trust in God. As for them, he leaves it in the Lord's
hands.  After  all,  revenge  and  retaliation  do  not
come to him. He puts his trust in the Lord, because
from Him alone he gets his power. Even when his
preaching is  harmed by  people,  it  still  comes in
handy because God assists him in this.

Prayer:

Lord,  please  give  me  strength  and  wisdom  to
complete  the  race  that  Paul  and  Timothy  ran.  I
know the winner's crown is waiting for me! Please
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also give me love in my heart, also for those who
make life difficult for me.
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My Society and I

Titus 3: 1-7

Audio

Titus is  a young minister  on the island of  Crete,
where there are many challenges for him, because
the government and society are extremely corrupt.
Paul realizes very well how difficult it must be for
Titus  to  handle  a  congregation  in  such
circumstances, so he gives the young man advice
on various aspects of the Christian life. In chapter
3 of his letter he touches on a very important issue,
a  believer's  behaviour  in  such  a  corrupt  society.
Every believer must thoroughly realize that we do
not live in isolation but that we are part of a society
where  we  can  be  instruments  in  God's  hand  to
lead  those  around  us  to  faith.  However,  some
believers in Crete have completely withdrawn from
society!

Today,  one  big  headache  for  believers  is  the
authority that has been appointed over us. If you
just think about it,  you'll  get hot under the collar!
Yes,  there  are  a  handful  of  believers  in  our
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parliament, but the rest are outspoken unbelievers.
Sometimes even Sangomas are used to "cleanse"
parliament!

The  question  is,  what  should  I  do  about  that
authority? Should I  just accept it? "Indeed!" says
Paul.  He  emphasizes  that  Titus  must
"emphatically" remind believers to submit to power
and authority. In addition, they must obey it! These
are harsh words, especially when we realize that
Crete's  government  may  have  been  even  more
corrupt than our own! The fact is that submission to
God also includes submission to the authorities. In
Romans  13  Paul  writes  that  all  authority  comes
from  God!  Therefore,  I  must  not  only  submit  to
authority,  but  I  must  even  give  my  positive  co-
operation by doing all that is good (Titus 3: 1). Of
course, this does not mean that I can participate in
the atrocities, but I must live and act in such a way
that even a pagan authority would wish that all it’s
subjects were Christian believers.

But  Paul  goes  beyond  just  the  government,  we
must  be  submissive  and  always  considerate  of
EVERYONE.  Who  is  this  "everyone"?  In  Titus'
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case, it's the infamous Cretans, a bunch of liars,
drunks, thugs and selfish sloths! Paul wrote earlier
in the Titus letter about them.

Now  you  must  be  wondering  how  you  can  be
expected to still act with a sweet smile on your face
in front of a bunch of villains? To still love them?
Our natural response is to avoid such people at all
costs  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  them.  Jesus
came to show us how love works when he went to
a party with a bunch of villains. The Lord asks us to
show Jesus' love by making an effort to act lovingly
towards these hopelessly lost people. This is what
love means!

Easy it  is definitely not! After all,  it  means that if
they speak ill of you, that you will not cut back, but
will  put  your  touchyness  in  your  pocket.  It  also
means  that  you  will  try  to  defuse  or  avoid  a
situation  that  could  lead  to  an  argument.  You
should rather forget about your own interest and
honour, as Jesus did. We must be unconditionally
prepared  to  put  other  people's  interests  first  in
love. In this way you display the image of Christ in
a rotten society. In this way you can help to make
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God's love and grace visible in a credible way to
people who need it most. Indeed, in this way you
can  live  your  love  by  helping  to  heal  the  sick
society.

We must  thoroughly realize that  we dare not  be
arrogant towards the rotten society, and we dare
not withdraw from it, because when I think back to
my own life, then I realize that I  may have been
there once, and that God through His great grace
came to save me from it. I was once just as hateful
as the people I want to look down on now. The fact
is that I did not receive salvation through my own
doing, but that only God could save me from this.

Now comes  the  core  message of  the  Epistle  to
Titus in verse 4, that the goodness and love of God
should appear to men. If we want to help with the
spiritual building of South Africa, we must not only
constantly criticize and point out the mistakes, but
our  main  task  is  to  confront  people  with  God's
goodness and love. God has called us to convince
unbelievers of God's goodness with His Word and
with our lives.
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Two things must constantly motivate me for such a
life, a sincere pity in my heart for the fate of the
community  addicted to their  own desires,  and at
the  same  time  the  realization  of  the  absolute
undeserved  grace  of  my  own salvation,  and the
realization that this grace is the only salvation for
the lost of our society.

Prayer:

Lord, please teach me to live Your grace every day
towards other people in such a way that they can
see Jesus' wonderful love in me.

169



Thank you for your Love!

Philemon 1: 4-7

Audio

Paul writes to Philemon that he thanks the Lord for
the  wonderful  love  he  shows  for  his  fellow-
believers.

Are there different degrees of love that a believer
needs  to  live?  Now  I'm  actually  moving  on
dangerous ground - a dear friend and I have been
arguing  a  lot  (in  love  of  course!)  about  this
question.

When  the  scribes  ask  Jesus  what  the  greatest
commandment is, He answers that you must love
God,  but  also  love  your  neighbour  as  yourself.
Later He also tells His disciples that they should
love even their enemies, and that they should pray
for  those  who  persecute  them.  This  is  a  very
difficult  task!  In  Joh.  15:12,  however,  Jesus
urgently talks to His disciples about love: "This is
My command:" Jesus said to the men, a few hours
before He was taken prisoner, "You must love one
another as I have loved you."
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The question is, is there a difference in the love I
have for a believer and an unbeliever? If I truly live
out the love that Jesus asks of me, then I will treat
everyone who comes my way with selfless love.
However, a fellow-believer has a special bond with
me: we are family - blood family in Jesus! If I meet
a  stranger  in  the  street,  I  will  greet  him  kindly.
However, if it's a dear friend, I'll hug him and even
kiss him and hold him tightly to my chest. It is this
kind of  brotherly love that  Jesus is  talking about
here. And this is the same love that Paul is talking
about when he tells Philemon that he is so grateful
to  the  Lord  that  he  sees  that  kind  of  love  in
Philemon.

Now I just wonder what the love I live out towards
my fellow-believers looks like? Oh yes, there are
many fellow-believers who make it  very easy for
me to love them with a warm brotherly love. But
then there are the guys who make it hard for me to
truly  love  them.  And  it  is  to  these  people  that  I
really must work to live out my love as Jesus asked
it.  Just  think:  He loved Peter  dearly,  despite  the
fact  that  Peter  denied  Him.  He  loved  Matthew
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dearly  despite being a tax collector  and hanging
out with a bunch of nasty characters for friends. He
loves me despite the fact that I  do not even live
close to what He asks of me.

Shouldn't  you and I  make an extra effort  to love
that brother or sister of ours who is a pain to us
unconditionally?  Even  though  his  beliefs  are  so
different from mine ........

In Paul's prayer for Philemon, he also touches on
another extremely important point, namely that the
"communion you have with us by faith will give you
a deeper insight." A believer cannot live alone and
grow spiritually at the same time - he needs other
believers  (community)  to  help  him  grow  and
broaden his insight. By doing intensive Bible study,
for example, you may expand your knowledge, but
it  is  only when you share and discuss what you
have read with other believers that it really begins
to gain value for you.

Through  conversation,  the  theoretical  things  you
learn  usually  go  over  to  their  practical
implementation, and then your faith gains feet and
life.  With  this,  Paul  indirectly  wants  to  make  an
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urgent appeal to me and you to actively engage in
your  congregation's  activities.  If  there  is  a  Bible
study  event,  cell  group  or  prayer  time  -  go
participate. And if there is an outreach action - be a
part of it. And now that restrictions have eased, go
to church! Many believers are still too scared to go
to  church,  but  they  have  no  problem  shopping
among a crowd!

Philemon  participated  in  the  activities  of  his
congregation in a very concrete and practical way,
and not only did everyone benefit from it, but the
bonus for him was that he grew spiritually through
it. He grew so much, that Paul had the full courage
to take up this very thorny matter of his slave who
dreaded with him without Paul being afraid for one
moment that Philemon would misinterpret it or be
petty about it. Like the other rich people of his day,
Philemon certainly had a few slaves -  slaves he
had to buy at a high price. Such a slave was his
property, and as with any other property, he could
do  with  the  slave  just  what  he  wanted.  By
absconding,  this  slave  could  receive  the  death
penalty  -  it  was  a  very  serious  offense.  Paul
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wanted  to  prevent  Philemon  from  acting
irresponsibly.

But Paul was aware of Philemon's good qualities,
and therefore he points out to them, and that he
should apply them in this situation. Paul mentions
no  less  than  twice  in  one  paragraph  of  that
wonderful quality that stands out in Philemon's life:
the true brotherly love we talked about above. He
testifies  of  Philemon  here,  that  his  love  truly
radiates in  a  very  practical  way -  not  just  to  tell
someone  that  you  love  him,  but  that  you  live  it
practically. It is something Philemon certainly did.
Paul  mentions  that  through  his  love  Philemon
refreshed people's hearts.

I want to appeal to you this morning to cultivate the
same outlook on life as Philemon. Be creative just
like that beautiful  person,  and look for ways you
can live love. And especially radiate true brotherly
love  toward  all  fellow-believers  who  come  your
way.

Prayer:
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Lord, please open my eyes and show me how I
can practically radiate Your wonderful love to my
fellow-believers - even those who make it difficult
for me.
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Family and Hospitality

Hebrews 13: 1-6

Audio

The saying goes that you can choose your friends,
but you are stuck with your family! You can never
get  rid  of  them.  When  you  become  a  Christian
believer, this proverb gets another twist, because
suddenly all the other believers have become your
family too!

Many  years  ago  we  moved  to  the  sea,  and
suddenly we heard of relatives that we never knew
existed!  But  that's  a  different  story.  One  day  a
young couple knocked on our door. "I'm Uncle Piet
from  Putsonderwater's  niece",  the  girl  told  me,
"Uncle  Piet  said  you wouldn’t  mind if  we stayed
over with you." What could I say? You cannot show
them the door? So they slept  over.  For  a whole
week! And they had a wonderful holiday by the sea
at our expense! To this day, I do not know who they
really were, or even who “Uncle Piet” was!

Since then, many total strangers have entered the
gates of the Nel residense and found a place to
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sleep.  You  can't  say  no  when a  group  of  broke
students come knocking on your door for a place
to sleep, not even minding if it’s on the floor. And if
they get a plate of hot food, perhaps for the first
time in days, then their gratitude knows no bounds.
Jim Reeves sang: "A stranger's just a friend you do
not know." How right he was!

In Biblical  times, hospitality was one of the most
important “laws,” even though it was not pertinently
called  a  law.  Some  Bible  scholars  believe  that
Sodom's great sin was not so-called sodomy, but
rather that they did not show hospitality!

Hospitality is an act of love. By showing hospitality,
you show love to someone who needs food or a
place to sleep.

The writer of Hebrews mentions hospitality as one
of the virtues of a believer, and is synonymous with
the virtues of love that Paul sings about in 1 Cor.
13. It has always been one of the characteristics of
the farmers of old. If you got stranded somewhere
in the countryside, you could be assured that the
nearest farmer would give you a place to sleep and
on  top  of  that  the  fattened  calf  would  be
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slaughtered  for  you!  Unfortunately,  most  of  us
today hide in our own little shell in such a way that
we exclude all strangers! No one outside our well-
known family or circle of friends is trusted anymore
or invited into our home. Even the pastor or elder is
often treated with distrust, and if they come to visit,
it's  an  uncomfortable  affair,  and  you  wish  they
would get on their way so you can get on with your
life.

Our fellow-believers are part of our spiritual family,
hence blood-relatives.  No,  not  just  distant  great-
nieces and nephews, but own brothers and sisters.
Viewed in  this  light,  there  are  a  few things  that
totally  change  our  relationship  with  fellow
believers. You act openly towards your brother or
sister.  They are not  strangers.  In  the same way,
you should be open to your brothers and sisters in
Jesus.  If  your  brother  is  in  trouble,  you  will  do
anything to  help  him,  because you love him.  Of
course,  you  will  not  just  leave  him  to  his  own
mercy!  Even if  he stumbles badly,  and gets  into
trouble with the law, you will  still  rush to his aid.
After all,  blood is thicker than water! Even if you
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fight with each other, and do not like each other
much, you still love each other! Likewise, you need
to  empathize  with  a  fellow-believer  who  is  in
trouble. You may not like what he did at all,  and
even reprimand him for it, but simply because he is
your brother in Christ, the bond of love must still be
strong.  At  the  time  this  book  of  Hebrews  was
written,  there  were  several  believers  in  prison
because  of  their  religion.  It  is  especially  about
these  people,  who  are  often  tortured,  that  the
author asks readers not to forget them.

Please remember, even though we are children of
God and our sins are forgiven, we still remain only
human. No one can say that  he goes through a
single day without sinning in one way or another.
Some believers are also not as strong as others,
and  stumbling  is  merely  human.  So  do  not
condemn  a  fellow-believer  if  he  has  fallen,  but
reach out to him in love. It can happen to you and
me too!  Rather,  go in  love with  that  person and
help  him  back  on  his  feet,  without  condemning,
and lovingly, as you would with your own brother or
sister. Tomorrow you may need exactly the same
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help from another believer, when you may fall into
a moment of weakness.

Jesus came to set the example for us on how to
deal with your fellow-believers. He was never too
tired  to  help  anyone  in  need.  When  the  hungry
crowd sat on the shores of the lake, He gave them
food. No one was ever below His dignity, not even
the promiscuous Samaritan woman. He made time
to talk to her in love, not even thinking about His
own reputation. He even has a party with the hated
tax collector and his repulsive friends. Jesus truly
cared!  He  gave  practical  love  a  whole  new
meaning. It should also be our pursuit.

Prayer:

Lord,  please  give  me  a  true  caring  heart  full  of
love,  and  lots  of  practical  love  for  my  fellow-
believers.
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Fiery Brotherly Love

1 Peter 1: 22-25

Audio

Haven't  we  maybe  traversed  the  whole  issue  of
brotherly  love  enough  by  now?  Possibly,  but
perhaps we should also look at what Peter's view
is on this matter. He says that because we have
experienced  rebirth  we  must  love  one  another
fervently.

One morning we were driving across the plains of
Zululand, in the vicinity of Sodwana Bay. We were
in a hurry to get home, but speeding was no option
because every so often there were cattle grazing
on the verge of the road. And if it's not the cattle,
then it was one of the many small towns you drive
through, each with it’s own series of speed humps,
so sharp and high that your teeth clatter when you
hit  them. I  was getting really impatient,  and in a
hurry to get home!

I uttered a few swear words when once again I saw
two  sharp  speed  humps  in  the  road  at  a  little
village, with a zebra crossing between them. Then,
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out  of  the  corner  of  my  eye,  I  saw the  chicken
speeding to the road, darting straight towards the
zebra crossing. I stepped on the brakes and made
a  dead  stop  at  the  first  hump.  Undaunted,  the
chicken marched over the road in front of my car,
following the zebra crossing like a good citizen! My
mouth fell open, and Mosbolletjie and I both totally
lost control and started giggling. I could not believe
what I saw! Was it perhaps a finger pointing at my
own road behavior? I had endangered human lives
by driving faster than the speed limit! Many small
children played along the  road,  and an accident
happens so easily. To disregard road rules is to act
unlovingly towards your fellow-man.

Just listen to what Peter says in verse 22: "Now
that you have purified yourselves in obedience
to the truth,  in  order  to  love  one another  as
brothers,  you  must  also  LOVE  one  another.
Another translation reads that we must "love one
another deeply with pure hearts." This is not just
a watered-down kind of love he is talking about but
love with all  your heart.  Neighbourly love means
caring  for  your  fellow-man,  even  if  he  is  an
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unbeliever. It's already hard enough. Brotherly love
is the close bond of fervant love between fellow-
believers. It is not an easy love, because some of
our fellow-believers can often be difficult and will
even hurt  you with harsh words.  I  often have to
endure it, even in church, from true believers who
are  actively  involved  in  church.  To still  love  that
person intimately and fervently after that, becomes
less easy.

Unfeigned love means that I no longer think only of
my  own  needs,  like  it  is  rooted  in  my  nature.
Actually, it is not at all natural to love one another!
It takes a lot of effort to keep up with this. On top of
that, it must not just be acting. I remember a scene
from one of the classic “Carry-on” movies, where
the British commissioner and the Indian prince sat
at a function just out of hearing distance from one
another. The Briton nodded kindly in the direction
of the prince, a friendly, broad grin on his face, but
then he uttered the most horrible things about him
under  his  breath.  On  the  other  side,  the  prince
returned the smile while mumbling equally horrible
things about the British lord.
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Unrequited love is certainly not a beautiful acting
smile,  it  must  come  deep  down  from the  heart.
Once you realize and experience God's wonderful
love, you simply cannot help but radiate that love
to everyone you deal with. It is precisely the bond
of rebirth that binds you to other believers. After all,
you all have God as Father, and you are brothers
and sisters of each other.

Peter  concludes this  pericope with  a  quote from
Isaiah 40:6-8 when he plays out the transience of
the  worldly-bound  man  against  the  absolute
immortality of the Divine: “For you are born again,
not  of  perishable  seed,  but  of  imperishable
seed:  the  living  and  eternal  Word  of  God.”
Isaiah put it so beautifully, that man is like grass, or
wildflowers.  So  often  I  have  experienced  in  the
veldt  that  the  beautiful,  waving  grasslands  were
bare at the end of the dry winter so that not even
stubble  remains,  only  the  barren  rocky  ground,
although there had been good summer rains. Even
the Namaqualand floral  splendour  in  all  its  glory
has only a short lifespan, and soon the beautiful
flowers are scorched and disappear. However, the
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Word of God remains forever. Life does not revolve
around  me!  I  am  perishable  like  the  grass  and
flowers. However, I must use the life God gives me
to serve Him.

One of the ways to serve Him is to open my heart
to  my  fellow-believers,  and  to  love  them deeply
and fervently.

Prayer:

Lord, please take my loveless heart and shape it
with Your wonderful love so that I can radiate with
the love that You have planted in me, and please
make my love sincere.
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None Like True Love

1 John 4: 7-12

Audio

In the 70’s the famous Groep II sang their hit song:
“Daar is niks soos ware liefde” (There is nothing
like  true  love)  and  they  enchanted  all  the  girls'
hearts! Solomon sings about love in his beautiful
book, Song of Songs, so beautifully and explicitly
that  an  age  restriction  should  be  placed  on  it!
There has been a lot of  debate about this book,
and there are various opinions about it. However,
the question we want to ask today is: What is true
love?

I  remember  the  beautiful  words  embroidered  on
the  velvet  pulpet  cloth  in  the  most  beautiful
ornamental writing in the church of my childhood:
"God  Is  Love".  For  me,  it  did  not  make  much
sense,  because  the  children  were  constantly
threatened that God would punish us if  we were
naughty! I have experienced God as a harsh God
who was very far away, and exalted terribly high
above us,  worthless earthly  beings. And He was

186

https://mega.nz/file/7ZJRVACT#pmCUFQ6fxDUhZoFMDAeB_4-eNYVMQJ-L4WPsj57DGuo


ready to punish! Church was a punishment, which
is why I rarely attended church at the time I was
doing my military service. I always wriggled myself
out of it.

The question has often been asked whether those
words  that  you  have  seen  so  often  on  a  pulpit
cloth,  that  God is  love,  really  make sense? Is  it
relevant? Is God Really Love? Or is He perhaps
just  the  relentless  Ruler  of  the  universe  who
tolerates absolutely no sin? Funny enough, in my
young days I never doubted God's existence. He
was a reality to me. So Jesus and the Holy Spirit
were a reality to me too, even though I suspected
that the Holy Spirit actually rather belonged to the
so-called “Happy-Clappies”

The  sixties  with  its  Hippies  propagating  love,
especially  free  love,  of  course  totally  upset  my
perception  of  love.  On  the  one  hand  there  was
God's relentless, stern love, and on the other hand
the  Hippies'  carefree,  free-love,  which  said  that
everyone should love each other.

Only much later did the truth of love strike me and
begin to make sense to me. It was not enough that
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I  just  knew about love.  It  was not  enough that  I
only  knew  of  God's  existence.  There  was  one
terribly  big  link  missing:  an  intimate,  personal
relationship  with  God.  First  there  was  the
encounter  with  Jesus,  that  day  when  the  Holy
Spirit gave me rebirth. And then all of a sudden I
started  to  realize  what  love  really  means.  Of
course, God is the Source of all love, and Jesus
Christ  is the Model  on which love is based.  The
Holy Spirit, I had to discover, did not belong to the
"Happy-Clappies",  but  He  is  the  Guide  of  all
believers to truly experience and live this love by
loving one another.

Only then did I  begin to realize why the Hippies'
concept  of  “love  everybody”  was  so  terribly
distorted.  Their  love  was based  on  human love,
and  of  course,  as  everyone  knows  all  too  well,
human love is sadly fallible! Probably a factor as to
why they totally disappeared! True love can only
be based on God as the only Source.

In several  places in the New Testament the call 
comes for love: that we should love one another.
Jesus quotes the commandment of love from the
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Old  Testament,  and  then  He  presses  it  on  His
disciples'  hearts  on  several  occasions.  He  even
once  called  it  a  "new  commandment."  Then
different authors write about this love. John repeats
this  several  times  in  this  epistle.  We  are  thus
beginning  to  realize  that  it  is  of  the  utmost
importance  to  live  love.  But  the  problem is  that
loving is not really that obvious. For most believers,
it is very difficult to put it into practice.

The  fact  is  that  God  becomes  visible  on  earth
through believers' sincere love. This, of course, is
the answer to God's great act of love on Calvary,
and it is only possible if a child of God lives in an
intimate, personal relationship with Him. If love is
not  put  into  practice,  the  source  cause  is  that
intimate relationship does not exist!

Love is  not  just  a  theoretical  thing  that  you talk
about and reflect on. No, it's a practical act. Jesus
lived love in an extremely practical way, when He
first  sacrificed  all  His  time  to  heal  the  sick  and
teach people, and later to pay the highest possible
price  on  the  cross  for  people  who did  not  even
care for Him. In doing so, He set the example for
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our love to be lived in the same practical way. Love
means it will cost you something. It is going to cost
your precious time, your money, maybe discomfort,
sacrifice  or  a  lot  of  hard  work,  and  in  extreme
cases  even  your  life.  God  practices  love,  and
therefore we as believers must also practice love
and not just reflect on it.

However, we must remember at all times that there
is only one single reason why we live love,  and
that is out of gratitude for the great, great love that
God has shown us.

Prayer:

Lord, please cultivate in me a true, practical love
that will do things for others.
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Rescue workers

Judas: 20-25

Audio

The message that Judas wants to bring home to us
this morning is about the lifeline of God's salvation.
Now you may be protesting: “But I  have already
tasted  God's  salvation!  What  should  I  do  with
another lifebuoy?” No, this one is not for yourself,
but  God gives  it  into  our  hands so  that  we can
pass it on to other drowning people who are now in
the situation we were in before He saved us. So
our  mission  is  to  throw it  out  to  those  who  are
drowning in the ocean of lostness.

Being a rescue worker is a task of love. But before
you can embark on such an action, there is first
building  work  to  be  done  in  your  own  life.  Paul
writes in verse 20, "But you, beloved, continue to
build your lives on your most holy faith." So I need
to build up my faith so that I can be strong enough
to start lifesaving in all seriousness. Of course, you
can,  and must,  testify  of  the redemptive work of
Jesus from the first day of your acquittal. However,
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being a serious rescue worker takes practice and
knowledge, because how can you lead others to
salvation  if  you  yourself  are  still  shaky  in  your
faith?

Each of us can be a rescue worker. The question
is: how do I proceed? What are the requirements?
First, a believing, praying, selfless and loving life in
anticipation  of  Jesus'  return  is  essential  and
indispensable if you want to save other people. At
the same time, you should be well  aware of the
terrible  fate  that  awaits  those  who  have  not
received God's acquittal. Please read again verses
6 to 15 of the letter of Judas, where he describes
the terrible judgment. And if you feel sorry for these
people deep in your heart, then you must realize
that  it  is  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  you that
motivates you to  do something.  One is  naturally
only  concerned  with  oneself,  but  the  Holy  Spirit
gives you a passion for other people.

Jesus' commandment of love does not say that I
should love myself as much as my neighbour. It's
all about love for your fellow-man! Moreover, this
love only partially means that I have to notice his
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physical  distress.  It  is  much  more  about  his
spiritual need, because the physical has temporary
value, but the spiritual has eternal value.

Judas mentions three lifebuoys, things I dare not
hesitate to do. The first is to have mercy on those
who  doubt.  Actually,  I  cannot  do  otherwise,
because if I just think back to how God had mercy
on  me  in  the  times  when I  doubted,  then  there
must be an urge in me to do the same for others
who  doubt.  Many  believers  experience  doubt!
Often it  is people who are discouraged by some
disaster  that  has  befallen  them.  It  is  for  such  a
person that I must assist with word and deed and
assure him or her that a life of full trust in God is
not  only possible,  but  also gives you peace and
joy.

The  second  lifeline  God  gives  me  is  to  snatch
those who are on their way to destruction from the
clutches of  the devil.  Judas takes it  so seriously
that it's like pulling them out of the fire. It takes a lot
of  courage  and  conviction  to  take  the  step  of
talking to an unbeliever and convincing him that he
is actually lost. No one wants to know that his path
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leads to eternal damnation! However, it is the most
wonderful  privilege  on  earth  to  be  able  to  show
such a person that  there is  a  lifebuoy available,
and  that  he  should  just  be  willing  to  accept  it.
However, it is of utmost importance that we realize
that conveying the message is only the beginning.
A path must be walked with such a person until the
full truth of the Gospel is established in him.

It is also very important to remember that you and I
are only the messengers, and that we can never
convince  anyone,  not  even  with  your  best
reasoning.  Only  the  Holy  Spirit  can  convince
anyone. So when someone rejects your message,
it is not you that he rejects, but God.

The third lifebuoy concerns me as a rescue worker.
It  is  a  serious  warning  to  be  very  careful  when
doing  rescue  work,  that  you  may  not  get  into
trouble  yourself  in  some  way.  Sin  is  the  most
contagious disease on earth! "Whoever thinks he
is standing must be careful not to fall!" Paul warns
in 1 Cor. 10:12. And then of course you also have
to remember that you have to make very sure that
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you are only using biblical methods for your rescue
efforts. Forget about Doom!

Judas concludes his  letter  with  praise.  It  is  very
important that we remember at all times that it is
not about some people being better than others,
but that it is solely about the glorification of God.
As a believer, you and I have a responsibility, but
God Himself is in control. So whoever fights for the
true faith, fights with God, and therefore victory is a
certainty!

Prayer:

Thank You, Lord, that I may be in Your service, and
that I may know this morning that You give me the
victory.  I  want  to  share  Your  glad  tidings  of
salvation with everyone I come in contact with.
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The Very Best Gift

1 Corinthians 13: 1-7

Audio

I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  songwriter,  but  1
Corinthians 13 impressed me so, that I simply had
to write a song about it. I did it in Afrikaans, which
you  can  listen  to  on  the  link:  bit.ly/dsLief38  but
here is the English translation of the words.

Angelic words, clanging cymbals,

if I do not love then I only make noise.

Where is my kindness, where my patience?

Without it I’m only indebted to love!

Speech and envy and also conceit,

seek your own interest, oh the touchyness!

Accounting of evil and rejoicing in injustice.

With that in my life, love just comes to an end!

But love.

It rejoices and it laughs as the truth prevails.
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Is tolerant, incorruptible, bigger than everything
else.

Prophecies will perish, languages cease,

But love will last forever, surely! Amen!

Love will never, ever perish. Amen!

1 Corinthians 13 is,  besides Psalm 23,  probably
one of the most read passages in the Bible. Still,
it's probably the part we pay the least attention to.
Oh,  the  thought  is  all  so  genuine,  but  when  it
comes to it’s practical implementation, then most of
us believers get totally left behind!

Paul describes love as a gift, and he emphasizes
that love is the very best of all  the gifts the Holy
Spirit has given us. It is so easy to get a big head
with any of the spiritual gifts, and perhaps I want to
blow my own trumpet and boast: “I have received
the gift of healing / tongues / prophecy! After all, I
am now a step higher than my fellow-believers!”
Then I look down on those poor guys who have not
yet completely "arrived" because they do not have
lofty gifts. It's lovelessness!
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When we read the previous chapter of this letter to
the Corinthians, we see very clearly that these gifts
were not given to us for our own enrichment, but to
build up our fellow-man. In other words, we must
use  it  as  part  of  our  love-task  to  serve  other
people! Just look at what Jesus did! His whole life
was devoted to service, service and again service!
But there is another side to the matter,  we must
use our gifts in humility and in full dependence on
the Holy Spirit, the Giver of all the gifts. We must
therefore  always  remember  that  it  is  not  our
goodness,  but  that  we  only  put  ourselves  to
service so that the Holy Spirit can work through us.

Everything ultimately boils down to love, because
by living your gifts, you show love to your fellow-
man by serving them with the gifts the Lord has
given you. Love is not a feeling, but a verb! On top
of that, love does not differentiate between people,
but the same love that you live towards someone
close to your heart, you must also be able to live
towards someone who is repulsive to you. It is not
easy!
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1 Cor 13 is a wonderful poem that Paul wrote to
illustrate how important it is for a believer that love
be an integral part of your life. The poem is divided
into three parts: In the first he tells how essential
love is. In the second he makes it clear what love
is and what it is NOT. He concludes the poem in
the third part by singing the immortality of love.

In verses 1 to 3, Paul wants to make it very clear
that the most beautiful gifts we live are absolutely
useless if they are not lived with the right attitude.
No matter how noble my gift is - it can be one of
healing or tongues or prophecy. It can even mean
risking  my  life  for  others  or  giving  away  all  my
possessions  to  help  the  poor.  However,  if  these
things in any way mean that I want to gain fame for
myself from this, then it is meaningless. If it is run
without  the necessary love,  then I  have become
just a cymbal that makes noise.

We sometimes stand in awe of someone who can
preach  that  causes  your  toes  to  curl  from  pure
pleasure.  He  has  the  most  beautiful  words  and
thoughts that inspire you to great heights in your
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spiritual life. He says things that make you gasp for
breath out of sheer amazement.

However, if that preacher acts unlovingly or does
not  live  the  love  of  which  he  preaches  so
beautifully,  then  he  has  become  that  proverbial
resounding cymbal that only makes noise.

The  same  goes  for  someone  with  the  most
amazing faith  who can literally  move mountains.
People flock to him for healing, for under his hands
the  most  horrible  diseases  disappear  like  mist
before the sun. But when love is lacking in his life,
all these beautiful gifts help pretty much nothing.

Over the past year, the most beautiful stories have
unfolded  during  the  hardships  of  the  lockdown
where  many  people  have  lost  their  jobs.  Many
people jumped in and started helping in love where
the need was at its worst. Soup kitchens sprang up
everywhere  to  feed  the  long  queues  of  hungry
tummys. People opened their hearts and wallets.
Everything is very beautiful and right, but if it does
not  happen  purely  out  of  love,  then  the  most
beautiful work means absolutely nothing!

200



Tomorrow we will talk further about this extremely
inspiring poem by Paul.

Prayer:

Lord,  I  have  to  lower  my  head  in  shame  this
morning, because my life is falling so far short as
to the living of my love. Please help me to truly
love again.
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Characteristics of Love

1 Corinthians 13: 1-7

Audio

Yesterday we looked at the necessity of love. This
topic we only touched lightly, we can actually write
a  whole  book  about  it!  Today  we  come  to  the
second “verse”  of  Paul's  poem,  and we ask  the
question: What are the characteristics of love?

On this subject Paul only touches the tips of the
hippo's ears, and on this we can once again write a
whole book! The first characteristic Paul describes
is patience: "Love is patient," Paul writes. And here
he does not mean that I often get impatient when
things do not go according to plan. Load shedding
is one thing that is really testing our patience to the
limit!  And  traffic  jams  when  I'm  late  for  an
appointment! But it is not that kind of patience that
Paul is talking about. This is about patience with
your  fellow-man  and  especially  your  fellow-
believer.

Now I  must  confess  that  my  patience  has  often
been  tested  to  the  limit  by  fellow-believers  who
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interpret  the Bible  differently  from me,  especially
when they approach me about it and try to force
me to other insights. My first reaction is to try to
defend  myself  and  explain  to  the  person  how
wrong he really is!

Loving patience is  of  utmost  importance when a
fellow-believer tries to force you into an argument.
The first  secret  is  to  learn to  listen,  something I
struggle with a lot. My poor Mosbolletjie often gets
so frustrated with me while she's still busy saying
something to me, I impatiently interrupt her. Sorry
my  Love,  forgive  me!  Usually  we  just  listen  to
someone  to  start  getting  our  minds  in  order  to
launch  the  counter-argument!  This  is  a  loveless
listening! The patience Paul is talking about means
listening intensely to the person's argument so that
I  can fully understand why he thinks the way he
does.

And  when  he's  done,  I'll  launch  my  counter-
argument!

No, no! Definitely not!
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A fine example of how to handle it, we read about
in Acts 17 when Paul  was standing in front of  a
crowd of gentiles in Athens. He praised them for
being so religious as to serve their pagan gods so
faithfully and fervently. But then he used this same
argument to very subtly introduce them to Jesus.

A fiery counter-argument rarely wins an argument.
Rather,  it  drives  the  person  into  his  armor  and
makes him try to defend his argument with more
fire.  Rather,  lose  the  argument  by  keeping quiet
and only radiating love with your patience with the
person. Doing so, you might lose your argument,
but  you  will  win  his  heart.  And  that  is  far  more
important than winning any argument.

But patience is about much more than arguments.
It  is  also about being patient  with someone who
may be a pain  for  you.  It's  definitely  not  always
easy!  Someone  comes  to  you  with  troubling
questions at the most inconvenient time, and you
stand  impatiently  tripping  around  while  she
continues on and on. Then your patience is tested
to  the  limit.  Or  someone  asks  you  to  explain  a
matter of faith, but the harder you try, the less the
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person  understands.  Please  read  again  the
devotion I wrote a month ago about Compassion.

It is about such situations that Paul writes, that if
you  truly  live  love,  then  you will  be  patient  with
them. You will still radiate love no matter how badly
you are frustrated. And if your heart is truly filled
with love, there will be no room for frustration. Try
to see yourself in that person's place, and how you
would  behave  if  you  were  in  that  person's
circumstances.

I personally think that patience is probably one of
the  biggest  challenges,  especially  for  a  believer
who has come a long way in the path of faith.

Hand  in  hand  with  patience,  the  second  quality
Paul mentions is kindness. Often your patience is
tested to the limit when someone is bothering you
with  arguments  or  troubled  questions  at
inconvenient  times.  It  may  feel  to  you  that  the
burdens of life are pushing you into the earth, but
then you still  need to be friendly. And if  that taxi
pushes in in front of you while you're late for work,
then  you still  need to  be  patient,  and especially
friendly. It's not easy! It takes hard work and a lot
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of perseverance on your part to be able to remain
calm  in  such  circumstances  and  radiate  Jesus'
love.

Kindness in all circumstances and in all places, is
the one quality that can radiate the love of Jesus to
the world.  A sincere smile on your face changes
the state of mind of everyone you come in contact
with. And no, even the masks with which we are
burdened these days cannot hide a sincere smile,
because your eyes tell  the story that goes on in
your heart. And a sincere kind word brightens up
anyone's  life,  and  makes  the  person  experience
the day with a song in their heart.

Be patient, be kind, be friendly and thus live the
love of Jesus practically.

Prayer:

Lord, please fill me today with Your wonderful love,
so that I may live it with great patience towards my
fellow-man. And put a friendly smile in my heart all
day long, and on my mouth and in my eyes.
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What should Love Look Like?

1 Corinthians 13: 1-7

Audio

This morning we come to some of the qualities of
love. First, Paul says that there is no place for envy
in a believer's life, and that self-interest does not
dare to play a role. Arrogance, envy, and boasting
are all things far removed from true love.

The  word  "envy"  means  you  are  jealous  of
someone  for  something  they  have.  I  envy  the
person for his possession. He does not deserve it,
it  should  actually  belong  to  me instead!  An
example  would  be  if  someone  else  gets  the
promotion  while  you  think  you  deserved  the  job
instead. It causes you to have resentment in your
heart  towards  that  person.  You  definitely  do  not
love him anymore!

To act lovingly would rather mean giving someone
else  what  goes  his  way.  I'm  glad  John  got  that
promotion,  even  at  the  expense  of  my  own
promotion! And I tell John how happy I am for him,
with sincerity in my heart and on my face!

207

https://mega.nz/file/jNoAzTqL#LZkbiQpgSiwsc5ENZF6kgOAo99KMsEDKOeSEw0_a0i8


Another "NO!" in Paul’s list is "conceitedness." The
dictionary gives the synonyms: vanity, smugness,
egotism, pride, pompousness, all ugly words! With
such an attitude I look down on someone because
I am better than him!

Love  means  I  should  rather  be  humble.  I  know
highly-educated professors and people who have
progressed to the very top of life, who are humble
and will  converse in great love with the simplest
man  without  showing  his  learning  or  status.
Humility in all circumstances, is what love means.

Paul's third ugly word is boasting. It usually goes
hand-in-hand with  conceitedness.  "Look,  where  I
come  from,  things  are  much  better  than  this
miserable old hamlet of yours!" or "At least I have
already progressed on the path of faith - you still
have to  go a long way to  get  to where I  am!"  I
make the other person feel small and inferior! To
act in love would mean that I  should be humble
about what I have achieved and rather praise the
other person for what he has already achieved and
encourage him. What I have, after all, is not by my
own goodness, but is God-given!
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The  fourth  is  "ill-mannered".  It  can  also  mean
immoral,  improper  or  indecent.  When  I  dress  in
such a way that I awaken something improper in
someone else, it is loveless. And when I tell dirty
jokes that invoke improper thoughts in somebody,
it's unloving as well! It can be about foul language,
vulgar hand signals and much more. Love means
living a clean and pure life that can serve as an
example for other people who are struggling with
this. It  therefore means radiating Jesus' love and
joy while trying to live as the Lord asks of you.

Paul further presses on our hearts that you are not
selfish,  pursuing  your  own  interest.  Always  put
other  people's  interests  first,  even  if  it  means
harming yourself. In this way you live love.

Furthermore,  a  believer  may  not  be  irritable,  it
means  short-tempered,  over-sensitive.  In  other
words,  I  should  not  freak  out  if  someone  says
something  I  do  not  like.  It  is  not  at  all  easy,  if
someone insults you, to still act with love towards
the  person.  Your  first  reaction  is  to  strike  back!
Jesus said, "Turn the other cheek!"
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Total  forgiveness,  in  other  words,  forgive  AND
forget! is one of the great characteristics of love.
Paul puts it so beautifully, that you do not have to
keep a record of wrongs. We must remember what
the Lord's forgiveness looks like. Isaiah puts it this
way, that even if your sin was deep red or scarlet,
that His total forgiveness will make you like white
pure wool or sparkling white snow. And He never
thinks about it again, because it's already forgiven!
Now He asks me to forgive like that as well, and
not  even  think  again  about  the  injustice  that
someone has done to me.

And if  someone, who in my opinion should have
been severely punished, is struck by bad luck, then
I do not say “Good! He deserved that!” No, I feel
genuinely  sorry  for  him,  no  matter  who  he  is!  I
rather rejoice in the truth! Love means therefore to
have nothing to do with any injustice but pursue
truth.

Then Paul says something beautiful: “Love never
gives up; and its faith, hope, and patience never
fail.” The qualities of love, tolerance, faith and hope
have eternal value, it will be there forever.
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Every believer should read 1 Cor 13 regularly, and
reflect his life in this, because we forget so easily.
Am I really still living love as the Lord expects of
me? Have I really mastered the very best gift the
Lord has given me?

Tomorrow  we  end  the  series  on  love  with  the
beautiful song that portrays the immortality of love.

Prayer:

Lord,  I  have  to  lower  my  head  in  shame  this
morning, because my life's falling so short as far as
the living of my love concerns. Please help me to
truly love again.
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Everlasting Love

1 Corinthians 13:8-13

Audio

We  have  already  seen  in  the  previous  forty
devotions  how  important  love  really  is.  It  is  the
greatest of all the gifts, and it can cover everything.
Now  Paul  is  also  singing  of  the  absolute
imperishability of love. It will last forever, even after
all the other gifts have disappeared.

But there is a problem - you and I are still mortal
people who are earth-bound. We are not  perfect
and we have our weaknesses! Our knowledge is
so terribly restricted that even the highly educated
professor  does  not  know  everything.  This  is
extremely frustrating, because there are so many
questions  to  which  I  have  no  clear  answer.  So
often people ask me questions, and sometimes I
just  have to  shrug and say,  "Sorry,  I  don't  know
either!"

Paul  compares our  knowledge to  a  mirror.  Have
you ever tried to shave or apply makeup on a cold
winter’s morning while the mirror keeps steaming
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up? It's frustrating! The image you see there is dull
and virtually unrecognizable. Then it is touch-and-
go,  often  with  dire  consequences!  Also  our
knowledge of faith is extremely poor. But someday
that mirror will shine bright, and we will be able to
see and understand all of this clearly. Then it will in
any case not even matter anymore, because then
we will see the Lord face to face, then everything
will be complete.

The great secret about your ignorance is that you
must constantly learn, research and seek the truth
in the Word of  God.  So you have to  polish that
mirror  up  brightly!  Paul  compares  us  to  children
who need to grow up. If we are only satisfied with
the minimum we learned as children, then our faith
life becomes like a stagnant swamp. Then again,
we will never really know how to properly live that
love, which Paul so highly values. We must shake
off  childishness  and  grow  through  hard  work,
practice,  study,  and practical  lessons  to  become
adults in the faith. Only then can we truly begin to
show our love.
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However, it is not our weaknesses that Paul wants
to  talk  about,  but  love  he  sings  about.  It  is
especially the undying love that he proclaims.

If  I  really  want  to  know  about  love,  and  how
imperishable  it  is,  then  I  should  actually  start
reading  the  Bible  from  Genesis  1.  The  many
outreaches  of  the  Lord’s  love  recorded  in  the
history books of the Old Testament begin to give us
a picture of how far His love extends. It starts with
Adam and Eve. He wanted to be a friend to them,
even  walking  with  them  in  the  garden.  They
betrayed Him! Such treacherous betrayal actually
deserved the death penalty, but God's grace is so
great  that  He still  spares them in love.  Then He
even gives them promises as well!

Through  the  thousands  of  pages  of  the  Old
Testament we read the names of people to whom
He has shown love. Names like Noah, Abraham,
Isaac and even Jacob, the deceiver. His love is so
great that He, after all  Jacob’s deceit,  made him
the father of the nation of Israel.  For Moses, the
murderer, He called in love to become the greatest
leader  of  all  time.  He  took  Moses  and  his
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rebellious,  murmuring,  faithless  people  in  love
through  the  inhospitable  desert  to  the  promised
land,  despite  them constantly  running after  other
gods, and grumbling and complaining about every
little thing. If that's not love ......!

Then,  of  course,  David  was  still  the  adulterous
murderer and, Solomon the polygamist. And what
about Jonah the reluctant, Samson the womaniser,
Rahab the prostitute and many other names? But
love prevails when the Son of God became human
and had to go through the most terrible humiliation,
persecution,  rejection,  mockery,  torture  and
execution  in  order  to  bring  about  reconciliation.
There  the  Lord  brought  the  greatest  sacrifice  of
love ever!

But  that  was  only  the  beginning,  for  this  love
extends  into  all  immeasurable  eternity,  because
only after the end of the world will we be able to
experience what true love is, and we will also be
able to live it.

And today? Is it ever worthwhile to try to live in love
at all? My love is so insufficient! What use will it be
anyway?
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It  is  precisely  about  the  immeasurable  love  that
God has revealed through the ages, and especially
about  the  final  price  paid  by  the  Son  for  our
atonement,  that  we  as  believers  must  do
everything in our power to live love out of gratitude
for His great sacrifice. He left no stone unturned to
pay for us! Now it is our turn to plow the greatest
gift of all back into the vineyard of God.

Prayer:

Oh Lord, my love is so insufficient. Please help me
to fully live it in this way to thank You for what You
have done for me.
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