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Foreword 

Before there can be progress with reconstruction and development, the old decaying walls must first be demolished to the ground. 

On the spiritual front, South Africa was once a strongly built structure. Not many years ago, the churches were literally overflowing, and our country flourished. Further back in history, there were colossal pillars of faith on which our nation was built. Unfortunately, the walls started to crumble, and we witness how congregations stagnate, and the church community falls into complete disengagement, churchlessness, and even ecclesiallessness. 

These walls urgently need to be restored or actually rebuilt, for the damage is already too extensive for repair. To rebuild the spiritual walls, however, the old crumbling walls must be torn down to make way for new sturdy walls. 

Titus should ideally be read alongside Philemon because in Paul's letter to Philemon, we see how the walls are torn down, and in the letter to Titus, Paul explains the process of reconstruction. Therefore, the books are placed in the "wrong" order here. 

My heartfelt prayer is that this series of meditations will mean as much to you as it has meant to me while writing it. 

Louis Nel 
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Crete 

Introduction to Titus 

If I have to describe the general state of South Africa today, it is surely a very sad picture. Besides the load shedding that forces us to our knees, there is also economic decline, gangs spreading terror, unemployment, poverty, low productivity, social intolerance, corruption, crime, murder, rape, substance abuse, drug addiction, transit robberies and much more. Then there are also the illegal land occupations and violent strikes, illegal miners, trucks and buses set on fire, and buildings destroyed. All these things contribute to a hunger for something more concrete in life. The harder the police force tries to combat crime, the worse it gets. Moreover, the police officers often collaborate with criminals, hand in hand with crime! The moral level of society is getting lower and lower. A bleak picture indeed! 

On the island of Crete, in the first century after Christ, the same kind of circumstances were experienced as we have today in South Africa. Indeed, Crete, like South Africa was a country with a very illustrious history and beautiful potential. The civilization of Crete experienced a flourishing period of prosperity, art, culture and everything beautiful and good over a long period, from 3000BC to 1550BC. By the way, the Philistines of the Old Testament were probably of Cretan origin! Crete's architecture was breathtaking and the rulers lived in magnificent palaces. One of these, the palace of Knossos, is considered one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. The streets were even paved in some of the small villages. The Cretans' art, especially pottery, were masterpieces and is still world-famous today. Crete can rightly be considered the cradle of Greek culture. And, of course, we know that Western civilization ultimately originated from Greek culture. Thus, we can rightly say that Western civilization probably had its birth in Crete. 

But alas! This heyday of Crete could not be sustained, and its more recent past became trapped in a spiral of violence and decline. Earthquakes and volcanic eruptions dealt a severe blow to the land. The Cretans tried to rise from the rubble but the harder they tried, the more they regressed. Opportunism, deceit and theft were quick fixes to get out of the mess but the results were, needless to say, doomed. In 72BC, for example, Cretan ships attacked a Roman fleet with food supplies and plundered it, but Rome sent a punitive expedition that invaded and devastated Crete! 

Titus was appointed as a temporary teacher in Crete amidst all this havoc. The Crete where Titus found himself was somewhat like the central business district of Johannesburg or Durban. It had a glorious past but a desperate, neglected present. I remember the central business district of Durban as a delightful place to stroll around, where we could leisurely walk and window-shop in the evenings, many years ago. The same applied to Hillbrow. But today? Would you still dare? 

Titus was of Greek descent. He could, therefore, very well understand the language, culture, and customs of the people of Crete. After his conversion under Paul's ministry, he worked closely with Paul in congregations like Corinth and Dalmatia. He also accompanied Paul on his important journey to Jerusalem for that first infamous "Council meeting." When Paul writes about Titus, it appears that he was a very tactful person who could be involved particularly in problem congregations like Corinth and Crete. In Paul's second letter to the Corinthians (2 Corinthians 12:18), he gives a beautiful testimony about Titus: "Do we not walk in the same spirit, and do we not walk in the same footsteps?" Wouldn't it be wonderful if the same testimony could be given about you and me? Through the footsteps we find in the letter to Titus, you and I can indeed act in the same spirit as Paul. 

This letter from Paul is specifically written personally to Titus. However, the focus of the letter is more on the particular circumstances and calling of the first-century believers on the island of Crete. Through the eyes of Paul and Titus, a window opens for us into the living world of the Christians of that time. If you and I make an effort to peek through that window, we see that through the message of the letter, we can also rightly understand our own spiritual and social life. The wonder is that the Gospel of God's grace also came to the people of Crete, even though their lives were in such a mess. But the same applies to us here in South Africa and probably also for many other countries in the world! This Gospel shows people the way out of addiction to their own desires towards true spiritual renewal. And today, in South Africa, it is just as relevant as it was in Titus' time! 

Prayer: 

Lord, please awaken in my heart a hunger for true spiritual renewal! 
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Part of the Team 

Titus 1:1-4 

Crete lies in ruins! Who should pick up the pieces and put them back together? South Africa also lies in ruins! Who should pick up and fix things here? 

"The government!" say a chorus of voices. "No, the DA/FF+/Church!" another choir Protests. 

"We, the believers!" says Paul. "You and I, the believers who share the Gospel with Paul!" 

But wait. Now I'm getting ahead of the story! We have already learned that Paul directed this letter to Titus but, in fact, it is written to all believers. Usually, a letter's introduction is a short and powerful few lines stating who wrote the letter and to whom it is addressed, possibly with an old-fashioned greeting. However, this letter is different. It is very special and directed at very special readers, so Paul makes a special effort with the introduction. Typically, we read past the introduction because it's not important. But this one, you simply can't help but read through, and then go back and see if you missed anything. Also just as well, because there is so much food for thought locked in this introduction that you will definitely miss something. So, feel free to read it a few times! 

In a special way, Paul makes known the content of his preaching as the foundation of the spiritual rebuilding program for the believers in Crete. The question is: What is this foundation then? We have already seen that Crete is trapped in a spiral of social decline and disorder. The land is rotten with corruption, crime, lies, and instability. Where should the believers start to escape from this web of despair? Paul's answer is simple: a relationship with God! The one fixed point from which all spiritual rebuilding must begin, is with God! 

Look carefully at how Paul makes this situation clear to the people of Crete: God reveals Himself to the Cretans as the God who keeps His word, or in other words: as the God who can never lie! What a wonderful refreshment this is, in a country where you can trust no one anymore. This is equally true in South Africa because corruption has become so ingrained in everyday life. Lying is part of life and if there is no open lying, the truth is so distorted that it is often totally unrecognizable! 

The message of the consistent and completely reliable God must, therefore, resonate in our distorted society as well as that of Crete. It is not a request; it is a command! Paul introduces himself as the servant (slave) of God who carries out this command and by implication, you and I have exactly the same command. 

However, the question is whether all unbelievers will listen when you and I proclaim this truth? No, certainly not, but it will lead the chosen ones to believe in God. At the same time, it will encourage other believers and strengthen their faith. 

We realize only too well that we live in a broken society. There are, of course, many people and organizations actively trying to do something about it. However, if you look carefully, you will see that this help is often accompanied by something that the helper benefits from for himself. The motive is often self-enrichment, group benefits, or social status. As believers, we dare to have only one single motive for such an act, namely to serve God through it. When we start asking in South Africa how we can best serve God, there will be hope for society. Indeed, this hope is primarily directed towards eternal life, but it also has clear implications for life here and now. 

In the first verses of the letter to Titus, it seems as if the command only applies to Paul. But as you read further, it becomes clear that there is a shared faith between Paul and Titus and that Titus is thus co-responsible for the command to preach. This morning we must ask whether this shared faith might also apply to you and me? It is very convenient to say that the minister is in the service of the congregation and, therefore, must do the work. But you and I, the "ordinary" members, dare not sit on the sidelines wagging our fingers and criticizing. It is also OUR command! 

God wants to use YOU in a unique way to convey His Word and live it out in your society. My plea this morning is that you let yourself be led and motivated by this inspiring letter to make yourself available to God for His spiritual rebuilding program. Get involved! Use the talents that God has given you in your unique way to work in the vineyard of God. 

Prayer: 

Lord, I make myself available today to also be part of the team already in Your service. Please use me just as I am and give me the strength, wisdom, and perseverance to endure to the end! 
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Good Leadership 

Titus 1:5-9 

Leadership has dominated the news recently. We have an important election at hand, and every Tom, Dick and Harry is presenting themself as a good leader, claiming to be the best candidate for our new president. In America, there is also a fierce battle for the presidency, with accusations flying around! Meanwhile, the sword of corruption and various other crimes continually looms over the heads of many prominent leaders. Every now and then, some leader is in the news for fraud, mismanagement or the like. And then we ask, "But how did this happen? Where did it all go wrong?" 

The fact is that these leaders were all democratically elected by our society, and therefore they actually reflect the views and actions of the community that elected them. When a society is sick, mired in a spiral of violence, crime, and corruption, the chances are that the leaders of that society suffer from precisely the same illness and are more likely to contribute to social decline than to halt it. Isn't that exactly what is happening in South Africa at the moment? 

Now, I sound terribly negative this morning! But I want to quickly add that this is by no means the case, and I would not exchange South Africa for any other country! I am indeed very positive about our country, despite the problems. Let me explain: 

We have seen that Crete faced similar problems. Paul knew all too well that in a sick society, special measures are needed to appoint leaders with impeccable values. Titus is thus given the task of appointing elders in every village as part of the spiritual rebuilding program. They must adhere to strict Biblical guidelines to credibly proclaim the message of the trustworthy God. 

I have often witnessed a church leader badmouthing and speaking ill of other churches or congregations. Such behaviour completely disregards the Biblical mandate of love. These actions lead the believers in his church from bad to worse! This is exactly what Paul wants to prevent! Leaders must set an example for other believers to follow. 

When Paul talks about elders here, three aspects should be kept in mind: firstly, that there is a reference to age, not necessarily physical age, but rather that the person must have experience and competence. Someone who has been a believer for just a day cannot serve as an elder because they lack spiritual experience! The second aspect that comes to the fore is that such a person will be an overseer, in other words someone with a supervisory task. Thirdly, the person must be able to be a manager or economist in God’s household. 

Paul knew all too well that Crete needed good leaders to guide the society, leaders who were aware of their responsibility to God. They had to be leaders who did not just comment from the sidelines as we do when watching a rugby match but followed an active, shoulder-to-the-wheel management style as administrators. Such leaders must be visible and active with people all day long and their own credibility must support their message. Therefore, Paul sets very strict requirements related to their family life, their public behaviour, and their equipment. 

The family is the cornerstone of a society and it is tragic that South African society is deteriorating precisely due to a general breakdown of families. To be a good leader, you must also show the society how a family should function by setting the example yourself. You must, first and foremost, be a role model for your children and in doing so, you automatically become a role model for other believers. 

Furthermore, Paul speaks of the public behaviour of a leader, or elder, which must be exemplary. He mentions five examples of things an elder should NOT be and six that he SHOULD be. All these things are aimed at the leader not carrying his own interests at heart but putting his fellow-human-beings first. Africa is filled with selfish, destructive leaders. A true leader is unselfish and sacrificial. 

Lastly, there is the leader's equipment: a true leader does not rely on his own strength but clings to the reliable Word of God. This means that the elder must study and know the Bible and apply it in his everyday life. Live out the Word! 

The question is, are you and I willing to accept leadership? And if I am already there, what kind of leader am I? What kind of example am I setting? You and I can make a very big difference! Let's do it! 

Prayer: 

Lord, please help me to be a leader according to the Bible's guidelines! 
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Spiritual Bankruptcy 

Titus 1:10-16 

It has become time for the church leadership to start bringing back order; it has gone way too far! No, it's not me saying this, but Paul. He writes that there is a terrible spiritual bankruptcy, not only among the general inhabitants, the heathens of Crete but even among the believers. That bankruptcy must now be fought tooth and nail! Paul does not mention vague concepts and abstract goals. No, he names the problem. It also requires you and me to honestly look at ourselves with the Bible as a mirror and not excuse the ugly things, trying to reason them away. Let's call them by name and eradicate them from our lives! 

According to Paul, Crete is trapped with two very serious problems. Firstly, the general weak character of the inhabitants, and secondly the false teachers who have begun to infiltrate among believers. Paul says that both must be fought with determination. 

The despicable character of the people of Crete was infamous at that time. You surely know the saying that someone curses like a sailor? In those times, the common saying was that you lie like a Cretan! The famous poet-philosopher Epimenides, whom Paul quotes here, was just one of several well-known writers of that time who referred to the Cretans' harsh character. The tragedy is that the Cretans were not always like that but maintained an extremely high level of civilization at one point. The Cretans not only lied but were notorious for their gruesome violence on the one hand, while reprehensible laziness was inherent in their character on the other. Not only was their social decline very noticeable, but they were content with the state of affairs! Selfishness and complacency were deeply rooted in the lives of the egotistical Cretans, who were trapped in their reprehensible lifestyle. 

Perhaps it is also time to speak the truth about us South Africans and start facing the facts. According to the latest census, about 80% of our country is Christian. Hard to believe! But murder, robbery, rape, greed, hatred, and licentiousness are inherent parts of our everyday life. "They profess to know God," writes Paul, "but their actions deny it!" 

Is he saying this about the Cretans or about the South Africans? I wonder! A deep-rooted culture of violence and selfishness rules the people of our country, and to say that Christians are not involved in this is a fallacy. The vast majority of believers prefer to remain uninvolved and are too lazy to do anything practical about the situation. Our country is already infamous for becoming a land of thieves, murderers, and rapists! 

The second problem in Crete was the way the first problem was addressed. Converts from a Jewish background established a whole set of rules and regulations, trying to enforce a mentality of "do not touch, do not taste, do not handle" on fellow-believers. It was a fusion of Jewish and Greek-philosophical doctrines. This sowed division among believers and even disrupted households. Their motives worsened the situation because, under the guise of a pious pretense of improving conditions, they actually enriched themselves through it. In this way, they became part of the problem rather than the solution. 

There are many examples today of people pretending to serve society, but in reality, they are only interested in filling their pockets. Often we see that such people propagate strict laws as part of their strategy to supposedly reform the sick society. 

However, if we read passages like Rom. 1:17 and Gal. 3:2-7 and many more, we clearly see that the only prerequisite for a relationship with God is faith in Jesus Christ. No law can bring you salvation! True faith and a living relationship with Jesus are the only answers to the problems in our country. Faith breeds gratitude and responsibility towards God. When people truly begin to realize and live out their responsibility to God, they will make a positive contribution to society. One is motivated from within to practically live out gratitude and love, not by fear or laws. 

Paul writes in verse 1 that he is called to lead people to faith. If each of us makes this our own calling, there can be no other result than a spiritual rebuilding in our country. South Africa can indeed be socially saved by the lives of its Christian citizens. Many spiritual leaders take this calling very seriously. What about you and me? 

Prayer: 

Lord, please make me deeply aware of my calling and willing to live it out every day! 
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How then Should I Live? 

Titus 2:1-15 (part 1) 

In our previous discussion, we saw that Paul tells Titus that faith in Jesus alone is sufficient and that he rejects the legalistic system of the Jews. However, Paul now comes and compiles a list of rules necessary for righteous living. Isn't this contradictory? No, Paul's motive for these instructions is not a prerequisite for salvation, but rather to ensure that the Word of God is not discredited. It's not about your behaviour to obtain salvation, but rather your behaviour as a result of your salvation. 

Paul's strategy in this corrupt world is for believers to stand out in society. The things that are honourable to the public are the things in which believers should excel. In other words, they should be an asset to society so that God can be glorified through them and the Gospel can be credible. By leading an outstanding life, unbelievers who come to faith will see them as examples of how a believer should live. In turn, they can contribute to a better society. A whole chain reaction! 

Paul addresses literally every level of society, from leaders to slaves, because faith is not limited to specific levels but for everyone. Paul begins with older men, emphasizing the importance of their example for society. Older people often think that their role in society is done, but the opposite is true. Through their behaviour, they have a tremendous influence on children, grandchildren, and others. 

Alcohol abuse is usually an integral part of the decline of a sick society. How often does it happen that someone tries to drown their hopeless circumstances? On Crete, it was a significant problem, even in the church! That's why Paul mentions it first. But it's not only in Crete; in South Africa, alcohol abuse is a huge problem, especially in poorer parts of society. It has a devastating effect. Where alcohol abuse occurs, there can be no spiritual growth. Please read Ephesians 5:18. 

An older believer must exhibit precisely the opposite behaviour of a drunkard: 

● Drunk people behave scandalously - believers act honourably. 

● Drunk people do foolish things - believers must be wise. 

● Drunk people are sick and unsteady on their feet - believers must be spiritually healthy and steadfast. 

But not only should there be a strong contrast between the life of a believer and that of a drunkard, they must also counteract drunkenness. When you stand firm in faith, care for the interests of others, and live by the power of the Holy Spirit, you will continue to do what God requires of you (perseverance), and then alcohol abuse will have no foothold in your life. 

Now Paul looks the older women in the eyes and shares some very important thoughts among them. Alcohol abuse was also a significant problem among them, but the ultimate painful issue was gossip! James 3:1-12 emphasizes the tremendous damage slander and gossip can cause! A juicy gossip session can cause huge harm. It's so easy (and enjoyable) to tell of someone else's embarrassment, but it can hurt someone deeply. If you live out love, you will not participate in such conversations because by doing so, you reveal the utmost form of unlovingness. It is especially among older women that this mischief can breed, and Paul wants to teach them to use the tongue as a tool for good rather than abusing it as a weapon of mass destruction. Older women usually have a rich treasure of faith and life experience, and especially young people can learn a lot from them. A good example is the morning Bible study opportunity in our church in Ballito, largely attended by older women. Everyone who attends is spiritually nourished and grows in their faith. 

However, it's of no use if you have all the knowledge and even proclaim it, but your life is not an example of what you preach because then you are a hypocrite. No, with a holy life, you try not to pretend to be someone better than others. You are rather carrying out God's command to reflect His image. 

We have a beautiful proverb that says: Words prescribe, but examples evoke action. Let us live out that proverb! 

Prayer: 

Holy Spirit, please make my life an example for others so that they can see You in the mirror of my life! 
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Young Men and Women 

Titus 2:1-15 (part 2) 

Yesterday, Paul addressed the older men and women. Today, the focus is on the younger ones. However, we must be very careful when reading this section and not see in it what does not apply to us. To understand this passage correctly, you must first realize the social position of women at that time. Furthermore, we must be reminded once again that for Paul, the primary concern was that the Word of God should not be discredited. 

Paul was not busy establishing a behavioural pattern for women of all ages and places. All he wanted to do was to prevent the behaviour of believing women on Crete from giving the impression that the Christian religion was trying to overthrow the society of that time. He encouraged women to excel in things that were considered commendable for women at that time and not in conflict with the Bible. If we want to apply this word-for-word to today's life, we must also say that slavery is right because Paul accepted it as part of life. 

The duties of women at that time were within the home and family. They did not enter the business world or practise a trade. Therefore, Paul limited the duties of women only to household duties. Today, life looks completely different because the role of women in society has expanded in many respects to be the same as that of men. To tell the truth, many of the duties that Paul prescribes for men can also apply to women and vice versa. In the same breath, we must also mention that the important role that women play in the family cannot be dismissed or denied. On the contrary: our society still attaches great value to the things that Paul mentions in verses 4 and 5, especially matters like love for your husband and children, wisdom and purity. These things are indispensable and are the cement that ensures the survival of believing families. 

However, it would be a fallacy to deduce from what Paul writes that these things fall outside the man's sphere of responsibility or that women's responsibilities should only be limited to this list. As a believing woman, you must realize that your life also has spiritual significance, often on the same level as men or even higher. The core of Paul's reasoning comes down to serving God and thus increasing the credibility of the Christian religion. 

Next, Paul turns to the young men. In that time, a circle of young men was very popular and in such a circle, one person often stood out as a leader. He was also the role model for the other men in the circle and his influence was great. Paul uses such a situation to serve the gospel, and he speaks directly to Titus, who fell into the same category. His example had to be aimed at ensuring that no one could say anything negative about believing men. 

It is so true that your scandals are linked to the organization you are part of. A good example is that infamous video a few guys made in a student residence. It branded all white young men in South Africa as extreme racists! If a believer stumbles, it immediately becomes the entire church that is corrupt! Paul's plea is that every believer will live in such a way that it will never embarrass the church. Indeed, this command applies not only to young men but to all believers. 

Just as in the Greek civilization of that time, today's society is quite tolerant of young men. We accept that they will roam the streets, disregard laws, have wild parties, get drunk, and do all sorts of things that older people would never even dream of doing. Often, we dismiss it: "he's finding his way!" However, the fact is that this leniency society gives to young men, and often also to young women, causes enormous harm to society. Gangs, drugs, and crime often go hand in hand with such recklessness. The Bible recognizes that a young person can and must enjoy their life. Along with that comes responsibility towards God. This makes up the core of Paul's call to be wise. Paul wants to emphasize that a young person's life cannot be divided into two. You cannot separate physical and spiritual life and live in two worlds! 

I experienced this as a young man when I joined the YCF (Youth Christian Fellowship): we had tons of fun - mountain climbing, watermelon parties, just hanging out on the beach until dawn. But it was clean fun, and we were constantly reminded by the leaders in our group that these things were inseparable from our spiritual life! 

Prayer: 

Holy Spirit, please direct my life in such a way that I will serve as an example to everyone I encounter, thus glorifying Your holy name! 
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Me, My Work, and My Life 

Titus 2:1-15 (part 3) 

Paul’s third target is the slaves. It is noteworthy that he does not plead for slaves to be set free. Wouldn't that be the right thing to do? No, he preaches to believing slaves that they should live out their servitude in their society in such a way that outsiders would get the impression that Christians did not want to overthrow or undermine the social order at all. Instead, even they, the lowest of the low could help with the spiritual building of the bankrupt community. 

The things that Paul says about slaves here can practically be applied to our workplaces today. Indeed, believers are often treated like slaves and sometimes it feels very unfair. When other workers go on strike, you angrily join in trying to root out this injustice that is being done to you. In the process, such a strike often causes a lot of damage, costing the country millions! The fact is that workers who only look at how they can benefit themselves, suffer from spiritual poverty and they do not realize their responsibility to God. At the same time, the company they work for suffers so much damage due to the strike that it ultimately also disadvantages the worker! 

Of course, the employer must also fulfill his responsibility and compensate the workers properly for their services. According to 1 Tim. 5:18 and Col. 4:1, they also have a responsibility to God in this regard. But now Paul specifically speaks to workers and he says that believers fulfill their calling before God by delivering obedient, honest, and reliable work. Through this, they not only make a significant contribution to the spiritual building of society but also give credibility to the Christian faith. 

The question now, after reading all these instructions for men, women and slaves: how should my personal, domestic life look then? Can't I just sit in my house and occupy myself with spiritual things? Why can't I leave the evil society to its own devices and focus on God? The fact is that God's grace is not intended only for a small group of believers but for all people. He does not want any person to be lost! 

However, there is a condition to God's grace, that it occurs solely through the redemptive work of Jesus Christ! The other fact is that God very rarely uses angels or miracles to lead people to faith in Jesus. It is the task of ordinary believers like you and me. Therefore, we must not withdraw ourselves from an evil society or simply watch as society destroys itself. No, we must bring the message of salvation into this corrupt society so that God's grace can also come to fruition there! 

However, we must be very careful that our vision is not too narrow. A believer's vision must be much broader than just the present world. Paul does not preach a social Gospel that only has the building up of society in mind. If you want to see the Gospel in this way, you can cause a lot of damage because it is simply a materialistic interpretation of the Gospel message. With such a message, you say that sin is social wrongness and that conversion is the confession of your transgressions against people. That salvation is the change of social and political structures. Thus, Jesus becomes a revolutionary liberation figure! 

In South Africa, as Christians we have long been failing to fully show with our lives that the relationship with God through Jesus Christ has credible meaning for all people. The time has now come for you and me to climb out of this funnel of spiritual impoverishment. Indeed, God's grace has social implications and we must live out these implications fully. At the same time, however, we must also realize thoroughly that God's grace involves much, much more than just social implications. As believers, we are part of God's own people who have been cleansed by Jesus' sacrifice of sins and we look forward to a day when this evil, broken world will be replaced with an absolutely perfect new world. However, this future vision must never be without the practical living out of our Christian faith. While we realize the full implications of God's great grace, we must practically and spiritually live out this grace every day. 

Every believer must realize that sustained constructive involvement in this current world of ours can only gain meaning in the long run through the wonderful expectation of eternal life. Furthermore, we can do absolutely nothing on our own but only through the powerful working of the Holy Spirit in us. 

Prayer: 

Lord, please help me to step out of my shell and make a difference in this evil world! 
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My Community and I 

Titus 3:1-7 

In Paul's letter to Titus (also concerning Crete and South Africa), he has already touched on various points about the Christian life. Today, he addresses a very important matter, namely, your behaviour in society. As believers, we must remember that we do not live in isolation but are part of a community where you and I can be instruments in God's hands to lead those around us to faith. Apparently, some believers in Crete, however, have completely withdrawn from society! 

Believers' biggest headache is the dear authorities appointed over us. Just thinking about it already gets you warm under the collar! Yes, there may be a handful of believers in our parliament, but the rest are outspoken unbelievers. Sometimes even traditional healers are used to "cleanse" the parliament!  

The question is: what should I do about that authority? Should I just accept it? "Indeed!" says Paul. He emphasizes that Titus should "earnestly" remind the believers that they must submit themselves to the authorities! Moreover, they must be obedient to them. Strong words! Especially when we realize that Crete's government may be even more corrupt than our own! The fact is that submission to God includes submission to authorities. In Romans 13:1-7, Paul writes that there is no authority that does not come from God! For this reason, we must not only submit to the authority but also give our positive cooperation to do everything that is good (Titus 3:1). This does not mean that we should participate in wrongdoing but that we should live and act in such a way that even a pagan authority would wish all its subjects were Christians! 

However, it goes beyond just the government because in verse two, we read that we should be submissive and always considerate to EVERYONE. Who is this "everyone"? In Titus's case, it is the notorious Cretans. Those same liars, drunkards, violent individuals and selfish sluggards we read about earlier.  

Now you might tell me that you've read far enough and that it's getting a bit thick! How can I be expected to still act with a sweet smile towards a bunch of rogues? Our natural reaction is to avoid such people at all costs and have nothing to do with them. Jesus set the example when he attended a party with a bunch of rogues! For the sake of proclaiming God's Gospel of grace, we must make an effort to treat these hopelessly lost people kindly and with love. 

Look, it's certainly not easy at all! Christianity is definitely not for the faint-hearted! It means that if they speak ill of you, you won't retaliate but will swallow your pride. It also means that you will try to defuse or avoid a situation that could lead to a quarrel. For your own sake and honour, you'd rather forget, just as Jesus did. We must be unconditionally willing to prioritize other people's interests. In this way, you display the image of Christ in a corrupt society. This way, you can help make God's grace visible in a credible way to people who desperately need it. Indeed, you can help heal the sick society in this way! 

You and I must realize that we dare not be arrogant towards the corrupt society and we must not withdraw from it because if you think back to your own life, you realize that you were once there, and God, out of His great grace, saved you from it. We were once just as hateful as the people we now want to look down upon. The fact is that neither you nor I obtained salvation through our own good works or efforts but that it is only God who could save us from it. 

Now we come to the core message of the letter to Titus in verse 4, where he writes that "the kindness and love of God appeared to people." (This probably refers to the coming of Jesus). If we want to help with the spiritual building of South Africa, believers must not only criticize and point out mistakes all the time. Our main task is to convey this kindness and love of God to people. So, God has called us to convince unbelievers of God's goodness with His Word and with our lives. 

Two things must constantly motivate us for such a life: a sincere compassion in your heart for the fate of the community addicted to their own desires, and at the same time the realization of the absolute undeserved grace of your own salvation. Furthermore, the realization that this grace is the only salvation for the lost in our society. 

Prayer: 

Lord, please teach me to live out Your grace every day towards other people in such a way that they can see Jesus' wonderful love in me! 


9 

Collaboration 

Titus 3:8-15 

We have come to the end of Paul's letter to Titus, as well as to you and me! The question now is: what is expected of us as believers and as a church to do practically?  

All too often, a church's perspective is like that of a horse with blinkers. It has only a very limited little corridor through which it sees. It's time to remove those blinkers so that you can get the full panorama. For the vast majority of believers, going to church on Sundays and listening to the sermon for an hour, singing a bit and praying is what church is all about. While these things are good and important, all that really happens is that you have a spiritual experience and are only spiritually fed or enriched. Even Bible studies and prayer meetings often don't accomplish much more. Of course, these things are important and very good, but these are only things to inspire a believer to greater heights. 

Being a church involves much more than just spiritual experiences. In verse 8, Paul emphasizes the importance of good works. He tells Titus that he should insist on them, so that believers, or the church can be committed to good works! What does good work entail? Those things that are good and beneficial for people. (Paul's words, not mine!) The church must be involved and serviceable in the community. A church that is only concerned with itself is a dwindling church. Reaching out brings life and growth to that church. It is not only the community it reaches out to that benefits, but the church itself will also benefit. 

A simple example is a project in our own church: a few people decided a few years ago to bake pancakes on Saturdays for extra funds. It was enjoyable to work together, and soon more people joined. Today, there are already 5 teams and a very popular service is provided to the community. Moreover, it binds the group baking together into a tight unity and thus people realize that it is delightful to work together! The funds are no longer just to replenish the church treasury but also help with Bible distribution and missions. Through constructive involvement in the community, churches make it clear that the spiritual relationship with God involves much more than just going to church. It also has practical significance for everyday life. 

Next, Paul talks a bit about the painful issue of disputes. Getting involved in disputes is something that is entirely useless in a church. All it causes is quarreling and strife. There is probably nothing that repels an outsider more than when people who claim that their relationship with God is right quarrel with each other over often a totally trivial matter. Much precious energy, which could be used elsewhere very effectively is thus wasted. 

Believers must learn to handle ambiguities about interpretations of the Bible and differences in viewpoints correctly. The most important thing is that you will learn to distinguish which matters in the Bible are core issues and which are side issues. The Bible is very clear on all matters directly related to people's salvation. These matters are non-negotiable for me and if someone has a problem with them, I will defend them vigorously! 

However, there are many other matters about which the Bible does not give a one hundred percent clear answer. Look, there is nothing wrong with studying these topics and forming an opinion about them, but if you allow yourself to get involved in a heated debate over such matters, you are wasting unnecessary energy. Because I send these daily readings to people of all denominations, I have often been criticized for such side issues, but I prefer not to get involved in them. 

Romans 14-15 emphasize how important it really is to accept fellow-believers despite differences of opinion. After all, all believers are children of God and therefore, we must accept each other in this way. I dare not try to enforce my opinion on a fellow-brother! 

In conclusion, I can note that we often feel like foreigners in our own country when we see the atrocities happening around us. Paul's letter brought comfort to Titus and the believers of Crete who experienced such things. We must remember that we always have friends in the faith, no matter where you are. Thousands of people are reading this piece with you today and they are motivated by God. No, we may not know each other at all, but we are one in faith and we pursue the same principles! 

May the grace that Paul wishes for the Cretans also be evident with you today! 

Prayer: 

Lord, I can never thank You enough for fellow-believers who care so much and are part of my life, even if I don't know them at all! 
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If you enjoyed this book, please consider making a donation using this ZAPPER QR code.  

Part of your donation will go towards Bible distribution. 





 

cover.jpeg





Pictures/10000001000001C20000016615044546.png
‘Mosbolletjie
~ Books i
v dagstul kl-:io?‘\






Pictures/10000001000001F400000291CBF3F595.png
MOSBOLLETJIE BOEKE





